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Former councilman files for AP seat
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — The City 
of Avon Park has thus far 
received one letter of interest 
to be appointed to the City 
Council to fill the remain-
der of the term of Stanley 
Spurlock, who passed away 
Dec. 12.

Former councilman and 
former mayoral candidate 
Al Joe Hinson filed a letter 
of interest with the City last 

week.
Highlands News-Sun asked 

Hinson about his interest in 
the Council seat.

Hinson responded, “The 
city will miss Stanley Spurlock 
because of his commitment 
to the entire city and his com-
mitment to the whole city.

“As a man who loves this 
city and the people in it, we 
need people on our council 
that care about the entire 
city and not just downtown. 
I have placed my name in for 

that reason and hope that 
others that care about this 
city will do the same.”

Hinson ran for mayor 
against incumbent Garrett 
Anderson in November 2019, 
but Anderson won the elec-
tion. Hinson was defeated by 
Anderson in the 2016 mayoral 
race.

Hinson was elected to the 
city council in November 
2007 and served one term 
having been defeated in 
his re-election bid by Parke 

Sutherland.
Councilman Jim Barnard 

said the Council has stated 
that someone with previous 
experience on the Council 
would be a benefit.

In a couple of months the 
Council will be talking about 
the budget, so it would be 
nice to have somebody with 
some recent experience 
on the Council or a City 
board who is civic minded 
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Al Joe Hinson has filed a letter of interest for 
Avon Park’s open council seat.

County COVID 
reports much 

improved
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Highlands County had 
a much better day in regards to its 
COVID-19 reports released by the Florida 
Department of Health on Wednesday. 
New cases and the daily positivity rate 
were down dramatically from Tuesday 
and there were no new deaths.

The county added 36 new cases of 
coronavirus on Wednesday, which was 
major difference from the previous day’s 
75 cases. This brings the overall cases to 
5,668 with 5,610 residents infected and 58 
non-residents who tested positive. There 
have been 407 cases in the past seven 
days for an average of 58.14 cases per day.

The total county deaths remain at 225 
or 4% of all cases. Florida’s deaths are 2% 
of all the cases.

The positivity rate took a nose dive as 
well. While still higher than the World 
Health Organization would want, the 
8.33% reported on Wednesday stands in 
sharp contrast to the 22.25% of Tuesday.

Hospitalizations have reached 463 
cases in the county, which is 8% of all 
cases. Florida’s hospitalization rate is half 
of the county’s at 4%. According to the 
Agency for Health Care Administration, 
there were 56 people hospitalized as of 
3:02 p.m. on Wednesday. AHCA showed 
an ICU bed census of 26 with one bed 
open, or 3.70% availability. That is one 
more bed available than the previous day. 
The regular bed census for the county 
was 262 with 12 available, or 4.41% avail-
able. The FDOH report shows 57 deaths 
from long-term health care facilities, 
either residents or staff.

The county’s daily median age was 55 
on Wednesday and the overall median 
age is 51.

Statewide, Florida added 13,990 new 
cases for a new total of 1,517,472 cases 
of infections. Of those cases, 1,490,148 
come from residents and 27,324 are from 
non-residents.

Florida’s deaths rose by 174 people 
to bring the cumulative total to 23,759. 
Of those whose deaths are attributed to 
COVID, 23,396 have been residents and 
363 have been non-residents.

The state processed 134,777 tests with 
121,117 negative results. The positivity 
rate for Wednesday was 10.17%, slightly 
better than Tuesday’s rate of 10.62%.

Deaths shot up in the United States, as 
the country saw more than 4,000 deaths 
for the second day in a week, while the 
other metrics weren’t quite so bad.

There were 213,885 new cases, ac-
cording to the COVID Tracking Project’s 
Tuesday evening update, while tests 
were at 1,871,244, which is a little lower 
than the seven-day average. That yields a 
positivity rate of 11.4% for the day.

Hospitalizations inched back up over 
the 130,000 mark, as there were 131,326 
hospitalized, which is 1,500 more than 
the previous day.

The death total was 4,056 and there was 
a wide range of numbers, with Alaska, 
Hawaii and Kansas each reporting no 
deaths and California reporting 548, with 
Arizona reporting 335 and Alabama, 
Texas, Missouri and Pennsylvania all 
above 200.

Early numbers for Wednesday weren’t 
looking too promising, as California re-
ported 33,751 new cases, which is nearly 
7,000 fewer cases than the state’s rolling 

Reduced speed limit  
on Ponce de Leon

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Officials for Sun ‘N Lake of Sebring Special 
Improvement District have changed the speed limits on 
Ponce de Leon Boulevard.

Everything south of Nadena Drive will be 25 mph, 
which includes the Sun ‘N Lake Elementary School school 
bus entrance, Covenant Presbyterian Church and the 
AdventHealth Sebring daycare, all of which are in close 
proximity to each other.

The rest of the road, north from Nadena to the U.S. 27 
junction across from Wild Turkey Tavern, will be 30 mph, 
according to district staff when they presented the plan to 
the Board of Supervisors, who all consented in favor of the 
plan on Friday.

The change came about as a result of a previous board 
meeting in December, where Board President Neal 
Hotelling discussed how the speed limit had already been 
changed on Ponce de Leon from 30 mph to 25 mph. He 
and other board members asked that all future speed limit 
proposals come to them first before any changes are made.

The Board also asked Facilities and Security Director 
Mike Hurley — who fields the majority of residents’ speed 
complaints — to bring back a recommendation regard-
ing the speed on Ponce de Leon. Last Friday, he said his 
recommendation was based on the higher amount of 
pedestrian traffic on Ponce de Leon, south of Nadena.

Other “spine” roads in the Sun ‘N Lake Special 
Improvement District also saw speed limit reductions from 
30 mph to 25 mph, such as Columbus Boulevard, Minorca 

COURTESY GRAPHIC/SUN ‘N LAKE SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT 
DISTRICT

A map shows proposed changes to the speed limit on Ponce de Leon 
Boulevard in Sun ‘N Lake of Sebring, based on review by staff and a 
request to look into the matter by the Board of Supervisors. It will 
now be 25 mph south of Nadena Drive, because of a school, church and 
daycare in the area, and 30 mph for the rest of the road to the north.

FILE PHOTO

From left: Sun ‘N Lake Supervisors Joe Branson, Neal Hotelling and Raymond Brooks talk with staff for the special improvement district during 
a previous board meeting. 

Way paved for new businesses
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

LAKE PLACID — During 
the regular meeting of the 
Lake Placid Town Council 
on Monday evening, council 
approved and adopted 
(with amendments) 
Special Exception Request 
LPTC.21.002. The special 
exception would allow 
for Open Yard Storage to 
exceed 50% of the enclosed 
building with a special 

exception approval and site 
plan. Tractor Supply Co. 
is the proposed business 
that would like to lease the 
remainder of the former 
Winn Dixie building at 70 
Tower Plaza.

Because of the nature of 
the company, western wear 
and large equipment, the 
company utilizes outdoor 
storage. The interior busi-
ness would be about 24,380 
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This portion of land was rezoned so it could have a restaurant on it in 
the future.
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