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SEBRING — The fate of the 
downtown Sebring Nan-
Ces-O-Wee Hotel could be 
demolition as soon as this 
month.

The long-time vacant 
three-story structure has 
fallen into serious disrepair. 
The owner of the building, 
Tony Collins, filed a demo-
lition notice on Sept. 4 with 
the City of Sebring.

City Manager Scott 
Noethlich said the dem-
olition notice includes a 
10-business-day notice 
to the Department of 
Environmental Protection. 
The earliest the demolition 
could start would be Sept. 21.

Noethlich said that is all 
he knows at this time and 
doesn’t know if Collins has 
hired a demolition contrac-
tor yet.

On July, 21 2020, the City 
of Sebring sent a letter to the 
building’s owner, Nan-Ces-O-
Wee Holdings/Tony Collins, 
stating the building needs to 
be repaired or demolished.

The letter noted there 
had been a partial building 
collapse – the rear wall of 
the northeast quadrant of 
the building has a collapse 
at least two stories in height 
and has taken with it ap-
proximately a 10-by-50-foot 
section of the adjacent floors 
and a portion of the center 
tower.

There are numerous areas 
of the roof that have failed 
and are allowing water 
penetration to the interior 
framework of the building.

The city requested the 
building’s owner hire a struc-
tural engineer to inspect the 
building and have the report 
available to the city.

Within 45 days of the 
notice, the city stated that a 

complete building permit for 
the necessary repairs would 
be required and the work 
would have to commence 
or the building must be 
demolished.

“Additional structural 
failure may trigger further 
review and may require the 
issuance of an emergency 
demolition order,” the city’s 
letter stated in closing.

According to the Highlands 
County Property Appraiser’s 
listing of the property, the 
property was last sold in 
March 2015 to Nan-Ces-
O-Wee Holdings, LLC for 
$366,000.

The Property Appraiser’s 
building value for the 
structure is $96,370 and land 
value is $62,500.

The Nan-Ces-O-Wee Hotel, 
139 N. Ridgewood Drive, was 
built by Sebring’s founding 
father, George Sebring, in 
1923.

This property has been 
approved to convert into 25 
residential units along with 
7,000 square feet of com-
mercial retail (4) store fronts, 

The Nan-Ces-O-Wee Hotel

Demolition notice filed with city

MARC VALERO/STAFF

The owner of the Nan-Ces-O-Wee Hotel on North Ridgewood Drive, Sebring, has filed a demolition notice with the City of Sebring.
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A view of the back of the Nan-Ces-O-Wee Hotel, which has been vacant for many years.
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The front entryway of the Nan-Ces-O-Wee Hotel.HOTEL | 10A
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SEBRING —The School Board of Highlands 
County has established a COVID-19 dashboard 
that shows the number of positive COVID-19 
cases in staff and students at each school.

The bottom of the dashboard has tabs for the 
months, so by clicking the August tab it shows 
there were seven staff members, at seven dif-
ferent schools, who tested positive, while there 
were seven students, at seven different schools, 
who tested positive.

The September data shows three staff mem-
bers have tested positive – one each from the 
Kindergarten Learning Center, Lake Country 
Elementary School and Highlands Virtual 
School.

Also in September, nine students have tested 
positive for COVID-19 from the following 
schools, two from both Avon Elementary and 
Highlands Virtual School, and one from each 
of the following schools: Memorial Elementary, 
Lake Placid Middle, Avon Park High, Lake Placid 

School district posts cases on 
new COVID-19 Dashboard
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The School Board of Highlands County’s new COVID-19 Dashboard shows 
since school started that Avon Park High has had two students and one staff 
member test positive for the coronavirus.
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SEBRING — With nine more pos-
itive cases in the Monday update, 
Highlands County surpassed 2,000 
COVID-19 cases over the course of 
the pandemic for a total of 2,005 
who have been infected.

Highlands had one more death for 
a total of 78 in the latest data from 
the Florida Department of Health.

The median age of the Florida 
resident cases in Highlands is 47.

The age range with the most cases 
in Highlands is 25-34 with 337 cases 
followed by both the 45-54 and the 
55-64 age ranges with both having 
298 cases followed by the 35-44 age 
range with 268 cases.

Statewide there was a reported 
1,736 new coronavirus cases and 
34 new resident fatalities since 
the Sunday update. Overall, there 
have been 665,730 people infected 
statewide and 12,642 residents have 
died due to COVID-19.

Testing data results from the pre-
vious day shows statewide 47,014 
have been tested with a positive 
rate of 3.89%.

Highlands had 248 test results the 
previous day with a positive rate of 
3.63%.

Hardee tested 44 for a positive 
rate of 25% and DeSoto tested 82 
with a much lower positive rate of 
2.44%.

Dade County tested 6,221 with 
260 positive for a positive rate of 
4.18%

Nationwide, there have been 
6,531,437 cases with 194,203 deaths.

Worldwide, there have been 
29,114,477 cases with 925,596 
deaths.

The Highlands County Board 
of County Commission, in 
partnership with the Highlands 
County Department of Health and 
AdventHealth Sebring, will have free 
COVID-19 drive-up testing today 
and again Thursday, Sept. 17, at the 
AdventHealth medical complex at 
4240 Sun ‘N Lake Blvd. in Sebring.

Drive-through testing will be from 
5-6 p.m., and by appointment from 
5-7 p.m., weather permitting.

All ages are welcome. Those being 
tested must stay in their vehicles.

You may opt to drive through or 
call and make an appointment for 
a specific time. Appointments can 
be made by calling 863-386-5690 
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Mondays 
through Thursdays and 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Fridays.

If you are sick or feel you may 
have been exposed to the virus, 
please call your primary care physi-
cian or the local health department 
to be tested as soon as possible.

As always, people are advised to 
wear masks in public, especially 
indoors, wash their hands thor-
oughly and practice a safe physical 
distance of six feet or more from 
others to help slow and stop the 
spread of the virus.

Highlands 
surpasses 

2,000 virus 
cases
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