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Flooring is your local flooring company providing professional installation services, 
as well as flooring and wall application products. Free measurements and estimates; 
free carpet removal & disposal; free standard furniture removal & replacement; as 

“We only love surprises on family holidays, not when making purchases; we 

Frank Hollinger Family Flooring offers the following services:

Our office is located at 16201 Hwy 50, Clermont, 407.654.4503. www.
time I’ve called you” is one of the first ways 

Digital Hearing Lab is located at 290 
Citrus Tower Blvd Ste. 105. Call us 
at 352-988-0274 for a complimentary 

exclusive offers on hearing products. Visit 

1508A Max Hooks Rd., Groveland • The Hunt Industrial Park

A portion of all proceeds for the month of October will go to the American Cancer Society

$1 PER MINUTE
1596 S. GRAND HWY • CLERMONT, FL 34711 • 352.243.5868

IN BRIEF

Polk’s COVID-19 
Vaccine Hotline opens 
to heavy call volume

The Florida Department of Health’s Polk 
County COVID-19 vaccine hotline opened 
to the public the morning of Jan. 8 and, by 1 
p.m., officials say all reservations for this week’s 
vaccine event were filled. 

The phone line — (863) 298-7500 — will be 
manned for the foreseeable future by staff from 
both the Florida Department of Health and Polk 
County Board of County Commissioners from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

Employees staffing the hotline will continue 
to register residents 65 years of age and older 
for a future vaccine appointment, as additional 
vaccine doses become available.

“I am thankful to have our COVID-19 
vaccine hotline up and running for Polk County. 
We ask for your patience and understanding as 
we continue to iron out the winkles,” said Dr. 
Joy Jackson, director of the Florida Department 
of Health in Polk County. “We hope this hotline 
will allow those 65 and older to sign up for a 
vaccine appointment or allow them to register 
their information so that we can contact them 
for future vaccination appointments.”

Due to heavy call volumes, callers may 
experience a busy signal and officials ask for 
their patience as this process continues. It is 
estimated that the call center Friday morning 
was receiving more than 100 calls per second.

Those who are eligible for the vaccine, age 65 
years old and older, may call the line to provide 
their information and ask questions of staff. 

The Department of Health is following 
Gov. Ron DeSantis’ protocol of putting seniors 
as a main priority for the initial rounds of 
vaccinations. 

More than 5,400 individuals in Polk have 
received a COVID-19 vaccination as of 3 p.m. 
Jan. 8. The Health Department received its first 
weekly allotment of vaccines Dec. 28.

County officers sworn in for new terms

Oakland Legacy Garden sows seeds of 
community in Haines City

INSIDE

By CATHY PALMER
Contributing Writer

Polk County’s Constitutional 
Officers officially took office last 
week, with one making history as 
he took his oath of office.

Polk Sheriff Grady Judd raised 
his hand to be sworn in for the 
fifth time, claiming the distinction 
of being the only sheriff in Polk 
County history to serve as many 
terms in office.

Also taking their oaths were 
Clerk of the Circuit Court Stacy 
Butterfield, Property Appraiser 
Marsha Faux, Tax Collector Joe 
Tedder, Supervisor of Elections 
Lori Edwards and State Attorney 
Brian Haas.

The six were all re-elected to their 
posts this past November in the 
general election.

While Judd claimed a historic fifth 

term, Butterfield took office for the 
third time; Faux signed on for her 
sixth stint; Tedder reclaimed his seat 
for the sixth time; Edwards raised 
her hand for the sixth time and Haas 
will be serving his second session as 
the county’s head prosecutor.

The formal investiture took place 
last week at the Polk State College 
Public Safety Center in Winter 
Haven, with most of those elected 

By ANITA TODD
Contributing Writer

HAINES CITY – Once, it was a 
neglected area that most tried to 
ignore. 

Once a place where childhood 
memories were made, the pool 
at the Dolphus Howard Complex 
had become an eyesore and safety 

concern. But, as dreams and hard 
work came together, that disregarded 
piece of history is now home to a new 
memory-maker.

In November, the Oakland Legacy 
Garden became a reality thanks 
to the City of Haines City, the 
Northeast Revitalization Committee, 

Haines City High School and Ridge 
Community High School students 
and teachers, the Polk County School 
Board, volunteers and concerned 
citizens.

Residents had lived with the 
unsightliness of the area where the 
pool once had provided endless 
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Haines City High School students are among 
those who enjoy doing their part to upkeep 
the Oakland Legacy Garden. PHOTO PROVIDED BY 
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We’re Hiring

Send resumes to kedwards@d-r.media

DR Media is growing and we want to talk to you.


