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Developer files appeal in protest with Sebring CRA
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — A Chicago real 
estate development group has 
filed an appeal, to go before 
the Sebring City Council, citing 
numerous violations of Florida 
Statues by the Sebring Community 
Redevelopment Agency.

Yan & Arp LLC (Grace (Yan) Cui 
and Cynthia Hopkins) had submit-
ted a business proposal, one of two 
received, for the CRA-owned prop-
erty at 209 Circle Park Drive. The 
CRA selection committee and CRA 

Board selected the 
proposal from Robert 
and Tiffany Cadzow, 
of Sebring, which 
called for an Irish pub 
on the ground floor 
with hotel rooms on 
the second floor.

Yan & Arp filed 
a protest in the 
decision, but the 

CRA stood by its decision. Yan & 
Arp’s appeal will go before the City 
Council at its June 15 meeting.

Hopkins stated in her appeal 
to the City Council, “as one of the 

two proposers for 209 Circle Park 
Drive, we would like to respectfully 
challenge the staff recommenda-
tion decision.

“Violations of various FL statutes 
and the Sebring Purchasing Policy 
established a ground to disqualify 
Mr. Bob Cadzow.”

As such, the RFP (request for 
proposal) process is not fair and in-
equitable to Yan & Arp LLC, a small 
business owned and managed by 
two Asian American women, she 
said.
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A Chicago area real estate development group, Yan & Arp LLC, 
has filed an appeal to go before the Sebring City Council. Yan & 
Arp claims improprieties by the Sebring Community Redevel-
opment Agency in the selection of a business proposal for the 
CRA-owned building at 209 Circle Park Drive.

Hurricane Expo 
is Saturday

Staff Report
SEBRING — Hurricane season is here. 

Are you ready? Do you have your disaster 
plan updated? Have you bought the sup-

plies to fill your hurricane 
kit? Are you prepared in case 
you need to shutter your 
windows?

If these questions leave 
you feeling a little panicky, 
don’t worry. The Hurricane 
Preparedness Expo can help 
you find solutions and it’s 
scheduled for 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Saturday, June 5 at 

the Lakeshore Mall.
The Highlands News-Sun has partnered 

with the Highlands County Board of 
County Commission, Lakeshore Mall 
and the county’s Emergency Operations 
Center to create this family-friendly 
event. You’ll be able to gather informa-
tion to help you better prepare for this 
hurricane season, as well as have a little 
fun, too.

NBC News Channel 8 Meteorologist 
Rebecca Barry will be taking center stage 
at 11 a.m. to share her experience and 
expertise with Florida weather.

This year’s event features a Kids Zone, 
sponsored by Aaron’s Carts; a Bingo 
Hall, sponsored by Alan Jay Automotive 
Network; and live entertainment on 
the Outdoor Stage. The Hurricane Map 
sponsor is Bowman Steel.

Entertaining from the indoor center 
stage will be Highlands News-Sun’s 
Erica White at 10:15 a.m.; Mariah Ruth 
at 1:15 p.m.; a demonstration by the 
Highlands County Sheriff’s Office Canine 
Unit is set to start at 2:15 p.m.; Anna 
Marie Feeney at 3:20 p.m. and Ashton 
Dennison at 4:15 p.m.

Center stage, where speakers and 
demonstrations will be featured, is spon-
sored by Southwood Garage Doors.

Featured on the outdoor stage from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. will be Raisin’ Cain, with 
Shannon Reed performing from 4:45-
5:30 p.m. and Hard Candy following from 
6-9 p.m. The outdoor stage is sponsored 
by Duke Energy.

About 20 vendors will be educating 

First ‘Hero Brick’ sold for 9/11 memorial
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — It was 20 years ago this 
past month that Highlands County’s 
various emergency agencies trained 
for a mass-casualty scenario.

Four months later, the whole nation 
had one with the terrorist attacks on 
Sept. 11, 2001, on the World Trade 
Center in New York City and the 
Pentagon in Washington, D.C. In 
2007, the West Sebring Volunteer Fire 
Department received a piece of the 
World Trade Center.

The Port Authority of New York and 
New Jersey sent a section of an I-beam 
from the building to the volunteer 
fire department. Scott Mann, retired 
volunteer chief, said it was one of 150 
sent in answer to local department 
requests all over the United States, to 
have a piece of the tragedy to memori-
alize the civilians and first responders 
who died there.

On Sept. 11 this year, West Sebring 
Volunteer Fire Department will have 
the I-beam set as a memorial at 
Station 10 on Hammock Road, fully 
accessible from the Hammock Road 
Trail. Fundraising began in earnest 
last year.

This week, the department added 
a “Hero Brick” sale for people to buy 
one of 343 bricks to honor each of the 
Fire Department of New York (FDNY) 
firefighters who died in the fire and 
collapse of the World Trade Center.

On Memorial Day weekend, on 
Sunday, West Sebring Fire sold a 
brick for the largely-unknown 344th 
firefighter: Fire Patrolman Keith 
Roma lost his life on Sept. 11, 2001, 
after saving 200 lives by making four 
separate trips up Tower 1 of the World 
Trade Center.

The New York Fire Patrol (NYFP) 
was a smaller-scale operation tasked 
with protecting property by covering 
valuable items with tarps during a 
fire incident and pumping excess 
water from buildings, according to 
FireRescue1.com. Both FDNY and 
NYFP worked together to save lives 
and livelihoods, and aside from the 
color of their helmets, there was little 
difference.
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A piece of I-beam from the World Trade Center, donated to West Sebring Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment by the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey in 2020, sits under a carport at Station 
10, which it shares with a barbecue grill, a picnic table and a couple of broken recliners.
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This artist’s concept gives some idea of how the West Sebring Volunteer Fire Department 
wishes to complete a memorial 14 years in the making: To display a piece of steel from the 
World Trade Center as a memorial to those lives lost in the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001.

County sees six new Covid-19 cases Wednesday
Staff Report

Highlands County saw 
six new cases of COVID-19, 
according to Wednesday’s num-
bers released by the Florida 
Department of Health.

The county’s total climbed to 
8,781, with 8,683 being resident 
cases and the remaining 103 
non-resident cases.

There were 158 resident tests 
processed on Tuesday, which 
yielded a positivity rate of 

3.80% for the day. The county 
has been below 5% for eight 
straight days.

The Agency for Health Care 
Administration (AHCA) reports 
that current hospitalizations 
due to COVID-19 are at 14, up 
three from Tuesday. The county 
has seen 681 hospitalizations 
since the pandemic started, 
according to the Florida 
Department of Health.

There were no additional 

deaths for the county, which 
keeps the total at 366.

On Wednesday, the state 
shows there were 99 vaccines 
given in the county, although it 
typically takes several days for 
all of the numbers to come in 
from various locations.

So far, there have been 46,304 
people in the county vaccinat-
ed, according to FDOH. There 
have been 11,539 people who 
have received the first dose and 

34,765 who have gotten both 
shots in the series.

In the state, there was an 
increase of 2,018 cases, bring-
ing the total to 2,329,987 cases. 
There have been 2,286,332 
cases involving residents and 
43,535 non-resident cases.

The state processed 59,466 
resident tests and had 57,594 
negative tests, which resulted 
in a positivity rate of 3.15%, 
making it 14 straight days with 

a positivity rate under 5%.
There were an additional 52 

deaths reported, which raises 
the overall total to 37,717, 
of which 36,973 have been 
resident deaths and 744 have 
been non-resident deaths.

Vaccinations in the state were 
the second lowest they have 
been in the last two weeks, with 
FDOH reporting 22,490 doses 
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800.360.9875
seminolebrightoncasino.com

Must be 21 years old to play slots and table games. Must be a Seminole Wild Card Member to participate in casino promotions. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT.  

EXCITEMENT IS JUST MINUTES AWAY

LIVE TABLE GAMES · OVER 400 OF THE NEWEST SLOTS • 24/7 GAMING EXCITEMENT · GREAT DINING
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