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Hundreds of boats idle through downtown on the St. Johns 
River during a rally Sunday, June 14 in Jacksonville celebrating 
President Donald Trump’s birthday.

Trump, first lady test positive for virus
By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON —The White 
House said Friday that President 
Donald Trump was suffering “mild 
symptoms” of COVID-19, making 
the stunning announcement 
through social media.

The revelation that the president 
of the United States and first lady 
Melania Trump had tested positive, 
tweeted by Trump early Friday 
morning, plunged the country 
deeper into uncertainty just a 
month before the presidential 
election. However, White House 
aides said he was in good spirits 
and working in quarantine in the 
family quarters.

Trump has spent much of the 
year downplaying the threat of 

a virus that has killed more than 
205,000 Americans.

His diagnosis was sure to have a 
destabilizing effect in Washington 
and around the world, raising 
questions about how far the virus 
has spread through the highest 
levels of the U.S. government. 
Hours before Trump announced he 
had contracted the virus, the White 
House said a top aide who had 
traveled with him during the week 
had tested positive.

“Tonight, @FLOTUS and I tested 
positive for COVID-19. We will 
begin our quarantine and recovery 
process immediately,” Trump 
tweeted just before 1 a.m. “We will 
get through this TOGETHER!”

While House chief of staff Mark 

Meadows on Friday tried to assure 
the public that Trump was con-
ducting business as usual, even 
as he confirmed that the White 
House knew Hope Hicks, the aide, 
had tested positive before Trump 
attended a Thursday fundraiser in 
New Jersey.

“I can tell you in terms of Hope 
Hicks, we discovered that right 
as Marine One was taking off 
yesterday,” said Meadows. Several 
staffers were pulled from the trip, 
but Trump did not cancel, even 
after having been exposed to Hicks.

Vice President Mike Pence tested 
negative for the virus on Friday 
morning and “remains in good 

Local political parties say business as usual
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Local 
political parties weren’t 
anticipating any major 
shakeups with the news 
that President Dinald 
Trump had contracted 
COVID-19.

Some news reports 
suggested this situation 
would derail the presi-
dent’s campaign, as all 
but one virtual event 
scheduled for Friday were 
canceled.

“We have a plan,” 
Kathy Rapp, chair of 

the Republican Party of 
Highlands County. “We’ll 
stick to the plan.”

She said of the volun-
teers that “everybody has 
their own jobs to do” and 
that things will continue 
as they are.

Neal Golden, chair of 
the Democratic Party 
of Highlands County, 
also said their campaign 
would remain the same, 
barring any changes put 
forth by the national and 
state party leaders.

“We are concerned 
about the health of our 
president and first lady,” 

Golden said.
He expects that they 

are getting the best care 
available and should 
come out of quarantine in 
14 days.

“And everything will be 
OK,” Golden said.

At 8:45 a.m. Friday, 
Democratic nominee 
Joe Biden tweeted that 
he and his wife, Jill, sent 
thoughts to Trump and 
the First Lady for a swift 
recovery.

“We will continue to 
pray for the health and 
safety of the president 
and his family,” Biden 

tweeted.
At 12:22 p.m., Biden 

reported he and his wife 
had tested negative for 
the virus.

“Thank you to everyone 
for your messages of 
concern,” Biden tweeted. 
“I hope this serves as a 
reminder: wear a mask, 
keep social distance, and 
wash your hands.”

Golden also said 
hearing that Biden tested 
negative for the virus was 
good news, as it was also 
good to hear Pence tested 

Highlands adds 
20 new cases 
and 1 more 

death
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — After five days of 10 or 
fewer new cases, Highlands County had 
20 new COVID-19 cases in the Friday 
update from the Florida Department of 
Health and one more death for a total of 
91 who have passed over the course of 
the pandemic.

Highlands now has a total of 2,206 
virus cases. Currently 22 are hospitalized 
in the county due to the coronavirus.

Statewide there were 2,660 new 
COVID-19 cases for a total of 711,804 
cases and 110 new resident deaths for 
a total of 14,554 Floridians have died 
over the course of the pandemic. There 
have been 176 non-residents to die from 
COVID-19.

The following counties had triple-digit 
increases in virus cases: Broward — 220, 
Dade — 507, Duval — 122, Hillsborough 
— 192, Orange — 178, Palm Beach 
— 138.

Dixie County had two days with no 
new cases and Lafayette County has gone 
eight 8 days without a new case.

Liberty County had no new cases in the 
Friday update.

Statewide the previous day testing 
results showed a positivity rate of 
3.76% with Highlands at 7.38% the 
second-highest positivity rate among 
the Heartland counties: Glades — 20%, 
Hardee — 7.04%, DeSoto — 3.51%, 
Hendry — 7.14% and Okeechobee 
— 3.14%.

Dade County had a previous day 
positivity rate of 5.11%.

There has been an increase of 470 
cases involving people ages 15 to 24 from 
the Thursday count, the largest increase 
in any age group.

There have been 5,935 deaths of 
residents and staff members of long-term 
care facilities, which is an increase of 47 
from the Thursday count.

Currently 2,056 people are hospitalized 

Dedication ceremony honors 
Ruth Handley

Children’s Advocacy Center renaming
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Community leaders, 
friends and family gathered Friday 
morning at the Children’s Advocacy 
Center for the dedication and re-nam-
ing of the facility in honor of Ruth E. 
Handley a lifetime advocate of chil-
dren’s issues.

Handley, who was a teacher 
for many years, served as the 
Superintendent of Schools in 
Highlands County from 1986 to 1994.

While serving as superintendent, 
Handley became an active member 
of the Children’s Services Council and 
identified a need for a safe place to 
address victims of child abuse and 
neglect, which led to the establishment 
of the Children’s Advocacy Center.

At the dedication/renaming cere-
mony, County Administrator Randy 
Vosburg said a challenging year needs 
a positive event

Champion for Children Founder 
and Chairman of the Board Kevin 
Roberts said Handley is a tremendous 

champion for children and dynamic 
child advocate.

He noted that Handley, along with 
Doris Gentry Hawthorne, were the 
honorees of the first Champion for 
Children Award in 2000.

Handley’s daughter, Mary Anne 
Handley, provided a brief summary 
of her mother’s life including career 
accomplishments and dedication to 
helping children. She noted that her 
mother was the first elected superin-
tendent in the State of Florida.

Jeff Roth, who was the Children’s 
Services Council executive director/
manager 2000-2015, said few people 
have impacted his life more than 
Handley.

“I have been a better person in life 
because I have known you,” he said to 
Handley.

Luzed Cruz, Children’s Services 
Council executive director/manager 
2017-2020, said on her second day on 
the job at the center Handley spoke to 
her for about two to three hours about 
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Ruth Handley speaks at the dedication 
and renaming ceremony at the Highlands 
County Children’s Advocacy Center, which was 
renamed in her honor.
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Ruth E. Handley and family members at Friday’s dedication and renaming ceremony at The Ruth E. Handley Children’s Advocacy Center of 
Highlands County.
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President Donald Trump stands on stage with first lady Melania 
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