
HIGHLANDS NEWS-SUN
VOL. 101 | NO. 322 | $1.00      YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 1919        An Edition Of The Sun

Tuesday, November 17, 2020

Obituaries ........................ A8
Sports ............................ B1
TV Listings ......................A11

Classifieds ......................B5-8
Comics ....................... B9-12
Lottery ........................... A2

Viewpoints ....................... A6
Weather .........................A12

Good morning To
Armand Gendron

Thanks for reading! newssun.com
facebook.com/
newssun

twitter.com/
TheNewsSun

In honor of Thanksgiving, the 
Highlands News-Sun will be printed on 
Thanksgiving Day.

We hope your Thanksgiving is a 
peaceful and wonderful time with family 
and friends.

Thanksgiving 
edition

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Shortly after 
the gavel raps this morn-
ing, Highlands County will 
swear in four new county 
commissioners.

In order of their place on the 
agenda, Kevin Roberts will take 
the oath for the District 1 seat, 
Kathleen “Kathy” G. Rapp will 
swear in for District 2, Scott A. 
Kirouac will swear in for the 

District 3 seat 
and Christopher 
Campbell will 
take the oath for 
District 5.

Commissioner 
Arlene Tuck, as 
the only current 
incumbent, 

in District 4, will then take 
nominations from the new 
commissioners to elect a chair 
from their ranks to preside over 
meetings for the next year.

The new chair will then take 
nominations for vice-chair.

All commissioners are 
elected at-large and serve the 
county at-large, although they 
must live within the districts 
from which they are seated.

Before starting their daily 
business, the new commission 
will recognize Steve Cooper, 
who is retiring from Camp 
Cloverleaf; present awards for 
years of service to employ-
ees working for the Parks & 

Facilities, Road & Bridge, Traffic 
Operations, and Public Safety 
Departments, as well as get a 
new report from Emergency 
Manager LaTosha Reiss on the 
COVID-19 and CARES Act relief 
situations.

After which, they have 
scheduled six public hearings, 
primarily on land use requests, 
and five action items including 
budget amendments and the 
vacation of an easement.

The county will consider a 

pair of hearings on a small-
scale land use change and a 
zoning change for 0.66 acres 
at 12714 U.S. 98, between the 
highway and Red Beach Lake, 
from medium-density residen-
tial to commercial/business.

Another pair of hearings 
on land use and zoning will 
review a request to change 
10.05 acres further east at 4321 
U.S. 98 from agriculture to 

Four to swear into county commission

ROBERTS

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Sebring, the City on the Circle, is moving 
toward also being the city with a much larger area of the 
U.S. 27 business district within its boundaries.

Today’s City Council meeting agenda includes four 
public hearings for the first reading of annexation or-
dinances: Aldi area, Alan Jay/IHOP area, Home Depot/
Lowe’s area and Outback/Pier One area.

City Administrator Scott Noethlich noted there are 
nine parcels in the Aldi area alone.

Essentially the city is annexing on U.S. 27 starting 
at the Aldi area and moving south all the way down to 
almost the Gate station at Lakeview Drive and U.S. 27, 
he said. The Gate station is already within the Sebring 
city limits.

The annexations will not include Lakeshore Mall at 
this point, but will include all the outparcels in front of 
the mall, Noethlich said.

The Alan Jay Chevrolet and Toyota dealerships are 
part of the annexations. The Alan Jay Nissan dealership 
is already in the city.

Lowe’s and The Shops of Shelby Crossing are included 
in the annexations.

According to Noethlich’s initial estimate, the annex-
ations would provide about a half a million dollars in 
property taxes to the city.

Highlands News-Sun asked why the city was doing 
these annexations now?

Noethlich replied, “Because Council requested that we 
do so.”

Most of the properties are already receiving city water 
and sewer utilities, he said.

There is a proposed agreement between the city 
and county for the provision of services between now 
and Sept. 30, Noethlich said. Under the proposal, 
the county would continue to provide services until 
Sept. 30. Starting on Oct. 1, 2021, the city would be 

Growth spurt: Sebring annexing 
U.S. 27 business district

MARC VALERO/STAFF

The Shops at Shelby Crossing are among the many business properties along U.S. 27 that the City of Sebring is planning to annex into the city 
limits.

MARC VALEROSTAFF

The Home Depot is slated to be annexed by the City of Sebring.

MARC VALERO/STAFF

The Aldi supermarket is part of the many properties along U.S. 27 
that the City of Sebring will be annexing into its city limits.
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STAFF REPORT

Florida saw a smaller increase in 
new COVID-19 cases with the release 
of Monday’s numbers by the Florida 
Department of Health. There were 4,663 
new cases recorded, which brings the 
total to 889,732. The numbers say there 
was no increase in resident deaths, 
which remained the same at 17,518, 
while there was one additional non-resi-
dent death to bring the total to 216.

Highlands County had an increase 
of 26 new cases, making it 3,257 total 
cases since the beginning of the pan-
demic. There are 22 non-residents to 
have tested positive, which is one fewer 
than FDOH reported on Sunday. The 
number of deaths remained at 129 and 
there are currently 68 hospitalized, 
according to the Agency for Health Care 
Administration. There were 72 hospital-
ized Sunday.

The virus continues to gain momen-
tum throughout much of the United 
States. As of 5 p.m. Monday, Johns 
Hopkins showed the total of cases in the 
U.S. at 11.14 million, with an increase of 
133,045 cases. The number of deaths in 
the United States is 246,854, which is an 
increase of 875 from Sunday’s numbers.

The number of children in the U.S. to 
test positive for COVID-19 has exceeded 
1 million, according to a report released 
by the American Academy of Pediatrics 
and Children’s Hospital Association on 
Monday. The organization said as of Nov. 
12, a total of 1,039,464 children have 
tested positive and things weren’t getting 
any better.

“In the one-week period ending Nov. 
12th, there were 111,946 new cases in 
children, which is substantially larger 
than any previous week in the pandem-
ic,” the report stated.

AAP President Sally Goza, MD, FAAP, 
said the virus is taking its toll on families 
and communities, as well as the medical 
community.

“As a pediatrician who has practiced 
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