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One strike and you’re out
Lightning keeping fire crews, homeowners busy

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Andrew Conyer 
had just taken some food out of 
his refrigerator for dinner when 
he heard a “boom” and felt energy 
through his feet.

He was glad to be wearing 
rubber-soled shoes — Crocs — 
because it was a lightning strike 

that came up through the concrete 
pad.

“I felt the electricity coming up 
through my feet,” Conyer said. 
“Our dog started yelping because it 
felt it, too. It was just like, ‘boom,’ 
there it was.”

He and his wife have lived 
off State Road 66 in the Orange 
Blossom area for 18 years with 
their own well and septic tank/

drain field.
After the strike, Conyer went 

outside immediately to make sure 
the house wasn’t on fire.

When asked if he had experi-
enced lightning strikes before, he 
said, “All the time.”

A couple of years ago, lightning 
struck a tree by their power pole, 

Highlands has 20 new virus cases
State adds 3,286

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The number of 
COVID-19 cases continues to increase 
significantly with 20 more cases in 
Highlands County and 3,286 additional 
cases statewide in the Tuesday’s update 
from the Florida Department of Health.

The Highlands total is now 258, with 
a statewide total number of cases at 
103,503.

The number of deaths resulting from 

coronavirus stands at 10 for Highlands 
County. Officials say there are currently 
20 people hospitalized with the virus.

There have been 23 cases in staff/
residents at long-term care facilities 
and two cases in staff/residents in 
correctional institutions in Highlands 
County.

New case data for area counties 
shows 13 new cases in Hardee County 
for a total of 318, six new cases in 
Okeechobee County for a total of 256, 
19 new cases in DeSoto County for 

a total of 487, and 17 new cases in 
Hendry County for a total of 780. There 
are no new cases in Glades County 
with its total remaining at 142.

Testing data shows that statewide 
1,641,838 have been tested for 
COVID-19 with 6.3% being positive.

In Highlands County, 6,965 have 
been tested with 3.7% positive.

Heartland area counties with 
high percentages of positive tests 
include: Hardee, 15.9%; DeSoto, 12.2%; 
Glades, 24.6% and Hendry, 17.3%.

Miami-Dade County continues to 
lead the state with 26,822 cases and 
902 deaths.

The number of COVID-19 related 
deaths in Florida increased by 64 to 
3,237.

The State of New York has the highest 
number of cases (389,085) and deaths 
(31,198) among the 50 states.

Nationwide, there have been 
2,325,970 cases with 120,771 deaths.

Worldwide, there have been 
9,154,232 cases with 473,650 deaths.

It’s old, has 
mold, needs to 

be sold
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — The city owned and 
vacant Brickell Building on Main Street 
continues to have mold and mildew 
issues as the city looks to sell the nearly 
100-year-old structure.

The building incurred significant 
water intrusion from Hurricane Irma in 
September 2017. The structure got a new 
roof soon after the hurricane, but the 
mold persisted when no cleanup work 
was done on the interior.

The interior cleanup work of the build-
ing took place in February and March of 
2019.

In May 2019 it was reported to council 
that an air quality test showed the Brickell 
Building continued to have some mold 
issues after the 17-day cleanup effort.

In June 2019, the latest air quality 
report showed the structure still had 
possible fungal growth, but overall the air 
quality had improved.

Mayor Garrett Anderson said Tuesday 
that it was discovered that there are still 
some air quality issues in the Brickell 
Building related to mold and mildew.

It was determined that it would always 
be an ongoing issue because there is no 
air conditioning in the building and it is 
closed off all the time, he said.

The air quality expert informed the city 
that until there is air conditioning operat-
ing all the time it would be fruitless to try 
to remediate it again, Anderson said.

It was decided at Monday’s council 
meeting to have the city attorney draw 
up a plan on what has to be done to sell 
the building whether through a bid or an 
auction.

Impressive improvements

Projects enhance Highway Park community
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

LAKE PLACID – The Highway Park 
Neighborhood Council has been 
busy. Busy behind the scenes writing 
and winning grants and fundraising 
to fund several different projects 
in the Lake Placid subdivision. The 
most recent grants procured were 
the $10,000 Keep America Beautiful/
Lowe’s Community Partners grant and 
a reimbursement grant from Florida 
Department of Transportation, which 
is up to $16,000.

The projects are slated for comple-
tion by June 28, according to HPNC 
Executive Director Evelyn Colon. The 
projects are to beautify the community 
and enrich the lives of those who live 
in the neighborhood.

Major efforts have gone into 
planning and creating the Veterans 
Memorial at the corner of Anderson 
Street. The patriotic park that honors 
the men and women serving in the 

armed forces, veterans and those who 
will serve can be seen from U.S 27.

The park, under the direction 
of Teddy Callahan Sr. and Dennis 
Crenshaw Sr., had many volunteers 
put in countless hours to create. New 
benches have been added for people 
to stop and reflect as they remember a 
loved one. Lighting has been installed 
so flags can be illuminated at night as 
they fly around the clock. New flags 
will be added soon.

An improved and larger basin to the 
fountain has been recently added by 
Larry’s Concrete. According to HPNC 
Secretary Patrice Ayala, the fountain’s 
new basin will allow the fountain to 
run 24/7 whereas before, its limited 
size prohibited the water running all 
day. The landscape is being freshened 
up as well.

Five bronze plaques representing 
the different military branches are to 
be installed. The improvements are 
to be completed by Independence 
Day. Engraved bricks are available at 

$50 each to honor military heros. The 
pavers are placed in a path around the 
fountain. To order an engraved brick, 
contact Crenshaw at 863-441-2784 or 
text 863-840-2995. Donate by mail at 
HPNC, P.O. Box 1678, Lake Placid, FL 
33862 or online at hpng.org.
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The Veterans Memorial at Highway Park is located just off U.S. 27 to invite the public to sit for a spell and honor a veteran.
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The Star Center parking lot has been repaved. 
News signs and accents will thrill the children 
that head there for after-school care.
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The city looks to sell the Brickell Building, which 
continues to have mold and mildew issues.
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Pieces of a shattered tree litter the ground around a house that 
saw a lightning strike this past weekend, but fortunately, aside 
for burst pipes and a broken window, was not heavily damaged 
by fire, which is one of the biggest dangers to property from 
Florida’s frequent cloud-to-ground lightning strikes.LIGHTNING | 10A


