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By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Just one day 
after burying its previous 
four-digit single-day corona-
virus case increases, Florida 
has blown by that record, 
again, with an almost five-dig-
it increase.

Added to that, cases world-
wide topped 10 million by 
51 cases on Saturday, with a 
global death toll approaching 
half a million at 498,952.

Florida added 9,585 cases 
from Friday to Saturday, for a 
total of 132,545 cases, up from 

Friday’s case total of 122,960, 
with a total of 3,489 deaths 
statewide, up from Friday’s 
toll of 3,464.

Only 2,453 of Florida’s cases 
are non-residents. All the rest 
live here.

Highlands County, accord-
ing to the Florida Department 
of Health, saw an 89-person 
jump from 284 cases to now 
have 373 total cases, three 
of them non-residents, for a 
total positive-case rate of 4.7% 
for all of those tested.

The positive rate for test 
results that came in Friday 
was 11.2% out of 801 tests 

performed.
The county has seen 57 

hospitalizations, or 15% of all 
cases, and 11 deaths, just 3% 
of cases.

County officials are disput-
ing the 89-case one-day jump, 
according to posts from the 
county’s social media.

“We have been working with 
the Department of Health be-
cause some of those cases are 
not Highlands County cases,” 
the post stated. “However, 
although we do not have the 
exact number, we do know 
that Highlands County did hit 
a record new high of positive 

cases today.”
Gloria Rybinski, public 

information officer, said it 
is more like a range of 25-30 
new cases, based on informa-
tion she’s received.

County officials hope some 
of Saturday’s Highlands 
cases will get moved to other 
counties on Sunday. County 
officials are looking at that 
date, Rybinski said, based 
on the fact that there has 
been no word of a pend-
ing special update to the 
Health Department’s online 
COVID-19 dashboard.

Residents have sent letters 

to the county asking for a 
local mandate to wear face 
masks, but no special meet-
ings have been called as of 
yet, Rybinski said.

County officials have asked 
residents to please follow 
CDC guidelines of wearing a 
cloth face covering, practicing 
physical distancing in public 
and wash hands often.

The Center for Disease 
Control has added three new 
symptoms of COVID-19: 
Congestion or runny nose, 
nausea and diarrhea.

Florida breaks record again with 9,585 new COVID-19 cases
Highlands sees record number of cases, but exact count unknown
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Forgive the American people if they’re 
in a fog about face masks. President 
Donald Trump and the federal govern-
ment have done a number on them.

First there was the don’t-do-it phase. 
Then the nice-but-not-for-me disso-
nance. Followed by the local-rules-
don’t-apply exceptions. Topped off by 
Trump’s stated suspicion that some 
people wear masks just to troll him.

It has all added up to a murky mes-
sage about one of the critical tools 
in the fight against the coronavirus 
pandemic. And the politicization of the 
to-wear-or-not-to-wear debate is clear 
in recent public polling.

To be clear: The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention recommends 
that people wear cloth face coverings 
in public settings where other social 
distancing measures are difficult to 
maintain. Some states and local com-
munities require them.

But the messaging disconnect from 
Washington was evident as recently as 
Friday, when Vice President Mike Pence 
defended Trump’s decision to stage 
two big mask-scarce gatherings in the 
past week in states with big surges in 
infections and, in one case, local rules 
requiring masks.

“We just believe that what’s most 
important here is that people listen to 
the leadership in their state and the 
leadership in their local community and 
adhere to that guidance whether it has 
to do with facial coverings or whether 
it has to do with the size of gatherings,” 
Pence said.

Early on, the government’s no-mask 
message was unequivocal. As the first 
known COVID-19 infections were 

Feds’ mixed 
messages on masks 

sow confusion
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Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., 
holds a face mask in his hands during a news 
conference following a Senate policy luncheon 
on Capitol Hill in Washington. On Friday, June 
26, Vice President Mike Pence said Americans 
should look to their state and local leadership 
for modeling their behavior during the corona-
virus pandemic.
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SEBRING — Are you 
ready to start recycling 
again? The service returns 
starting Monday.

Anyone still using their 
green carts as overflow for 
garbage will need to stop 
that, hose them out, and 
have them on the curb 
— filled with recyclables 
— before 7 a.m. on their 
scheduled collection day.

County officials want 
residents to do more to help 
make sure that recyclables 
picked up from the curb 
don’t end up in the landfill 
from contaminated loads.

County Engineer Clinton 
Howerton Jr. said residents 
can have the biggest effect 
in bringing down the coun-
ty’s 40% contamination 
rate down to something a 
little more workable: 20% at 
least, although 10% or less 
would be ideal.

That said, have you rinsed 
out the recyclables?

Have you flattened your 
boxes, bottles and cans to 
make sure the lid of the bin 
will shut?

Have you rinsed all the 

garbage residue from the 
last two months out of 
your recycling bin, since 
you were told to use it for 
overflow garbage during the 
shutdown?

The right way to recycle, 
Howerton said, is to just 
recycle clean plastic bottles 

and plastic jars, steel and 
aluminum cans, and 
flattened cardboard.

It’s important to keep 
food out of the recycling 
stream and not to try to 
recycle loose plastic bags or 
to try to bag-up recyclables.

Highlands County Public 

Information Officer Gloria 
Rybinski said plastic bags 
foul sorting equipment, as 
does paper when it gets wet.

Napkins and paper towels 
especially are a problem, 
but any paper can also clog 
up equipment.

“It’s no good to us,” 
Rybinski said.

When asked about com-
posting, Howerton, who 
also serves as solid waste 
director, said that certainly 
could be a great option. 
Using paper as packing ma-
terial for shipping or storing 
items may be another.

“The newspapers them-
selves were not an issue,” 
Howerton said about one 
commonly-gathered paper 
product, “but the problem 
is that so many other 
non-recyclable items were 
being lumped into that 
same category. Items like 
books. Books and other 
bound paper items are not 
recyclable both because of 
the paper and the binder.”

Howerton has a list of 
items that are and are not 
recyclable, at least under 
the county’s contract with 

What goes in?

What should go in, stay out of recycling and why
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Three months of recycling sits ready to go out, one green bin at a time, after county recycling service resumes this week. County officials, to 
ensure that loads don’t have any food or garbage contamination, have given out a list of items that can and cannot be recycled through the 
service.
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To make space in the recycling bin, county officials advise residents to 
flatten all cans and bottles, as much as possible. All cardboard boxes 
should be flattened, anyway, they said.
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Avon Park

800 West Main St.

863.453.6000

Lake Placid

600 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.699.1300

Sebring

320 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1300

Sun ‘n Lake

5033 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1322

Locally Owned, Community Minded

www.heartlandnb.com  
Member FDIC

Get your business financing advice and money 

management tools from your local community bank!  We take 

pride in fast, personal service, without all the banking fees.

TOTALLY FREE 

BUSINESS CHECKING!
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