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The 2021 Heritage Festival 
will be held April 17-18 at the 
Edna Pearce Lockett Estate on 
U.S. 98 on the Kissimmee River 
at the Highlands/Okeechobee 
County line. Gates will be 
open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Admission is $5 per car.

There will be artisans, food 
vendors, antique cars, craft 
vendors, entertainment, edu-
cational exhibits, quilt displays 
and quilt turning, informa-
tional speakers and cow camp, 
which will be somewhat of a 
re-enactment of when cow-
boys, who were known as “cow 
hunters” at one point, would 
round up cattle and prepare 
the animals before taking them 
to market.

Local singer/songwriter 
Tommy Brandt will be perform-
ing both days.

The Pearce home and Fort 

Basinger School House will be 
open to the public with dis-
plays and presentations.

Edna was the third wom-
an elected to the Florida 
Legislature and the first from 
Highlands County to become a 
state legislator.

Her father, Sid, donated 
the land and building for the 
school house in 1910. She 
taught at the school from 
1934-1944.

Jim Pollard, president of the 
Highlands County Heritage 
Association Inc. that is orga-
nizing the festival, said, “Miss 
Edna was quite a lady.” He not-
ed that on a cruise to England 
“she met Mr. Lockett and they 
fell madly in love.”

“This was later in life; she 
wasn’t a teenager, “ Pollard 
said. “She lived in England for 
five-plus years.

“She was comfortable in 
everything she did,” he added.

According to Pollard, Lockett 
was a businessman and “was 
well-connected.”

Edna received an invitation 
to the wedding of Prince 

Charles and Lady Diana, 
Pollard said, and attended it.

“But then she was just at 
home sitting on her 3,000 acres 
.... and getting on her horse 
and spurring the cowboys to 
do what they needed to do,” he 
said.

Pollard is hoping to have a 
car from each decade begin-
ning in the 1920s at the festival. 
He said a 1948 Plymouth and 
a 1952 Ford pickup will be 
on display . He added that 
a CitiCar will be there. The 
electric car was manufactured 
in Sebring many years ago.

As far as precautions for the 
pandemic, Pollard said they 
will follow CDC guidelines. 
Masks are preferred while in 
the home, the school house 
and the two tents that will be 
set up. Hand sanitizer will be 
available.

Volunteers are being sought 
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Butch Thompson replaced the gazebo at the Edna Pearce Lockett Estate. It is 
one of many improvements he has made since buying the property in 2017. 
Restrooms have been added as well as a handicap-accessible ramp, new roof, 
new windows upstairs and new railing around the house.

Avon Park to stay with Sheriff ’s Office service
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — The Avon Park City 
Council voted Monday to continue 
with the Highlands County Sheriff’s 
Office for law enforce services within 
the city.

In November, Sheriff Paul Blackman 
informed the council about the cost 
of providing services to the city. He 
sought a $1.1 million annual increase 
from the city.

There was some talk of starting a city 

police force, but council 
agreed that would be a 
costly option.

The Monday City 
Council meeting agen-
da included an item 
from Deputy Mayor 
Jim Barnard and City 
Manager Mark Schrader 
recommending discus-
sion and a motion to let 

the Blackman know the city plans to 
continue with the Sheriff’s Office for 
law enforcement services – pending 

negotiations.
At Monday’s council meeting, 

Blackman said he is preparing his 
department’s budget and wanted to 
know of the city’s intentions.

Barnard said he previously had a 
good discussion with Blackman.

Barnard made a motion to continue 
with the Sheriff’s Office for law en-
forcement services for at least a year 
if not four years, and to have the city 
manager negotiate a contract with 
maybe incremental increases so there 
is a not a shock of a big bill all at once.

Councilwoman Maria Sutherland 
seconded the motion.

Speaking to Blackman, Sutherland 
said, “We are trying to find where we 
are going to cut [the city’s budget] 
to increase the budget requirements 
that you want and those monies are 
not going to be available this fiscal 
year because likely there will be a tax 
increase and it won’t happen until the 
following fiscal year.

“I don’t know how flexible you are in 

Edna Pearce Lockett Estate opened for festival

Booster 
vaccines 

available at 
mall POD

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

Highlands County saw its new coro-
navirus cases more than double over 
Monday as the Florida Department 
of Health released the daily report on 
Tuesday. The good news is that there is 
still only 15 new cases, but it is a jump 
from six the day before.

The cumulative total is now 7,531 cases 
of COVID-19. Of those cases, 7,447 were 
from residents and 84 from non-resi-
dents, which is one more non-resident 
than yesterday.

There were no new deaths reported so, 
they remain at 313 people who have died 
from COVID.

Testing was up significantly with 239 
processed and 225 negative results. The 
daily positivity rate was 5.86%, which was 
less than Monday because there were so 
many more tests done.

In all, there have been 592 hospitaliza-
tions with 28 people hospitalized as of 
Tuesday afternoon, per Agency for Health 
Care Agency.

In a press release the Highlands County 
Board Board of County Commission 
urged those who are due to get their 
booster shots. The BoCC wants to help 
those who have received the first dose of 
the COVID-19 vaccine and are concerned 
about when they will get their second 
dose.

Many people are confused about the 
date found on the back of the COVID-19 
vaccination card. It is important to 
remember that the date on the back of 
the card is not an appointment date. It 
is just a reminder of the earliest date you 
are eligible for your second dose.

If the date on your card has passed, 
the county wants you to come to the 
Highlands County vaccine site between 

Becoming ‘PALS’
Paramedic: ‘That’s 

why we do our 
training’

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Since starting July 2019 
with Highlands County Fire Rescue, 
Paramedic Shannon Elliott said the 
county doesn’t get many pediatric 
calls.

“I’ve probably had a handful. It’s 
not like it’s an everyday thing,” Elliott 
said, confirming statements from the 
Highlands County Public Information 
Office that that pediatric cases, for 
children from birth to 14 years, rep-
resents approximately 2.5% of all the 
calls Fire Rescue had in 2020.

It’s enough, however, for the county 
to train their paramedics above the 
state requirements, and have them 
renew that training every two years. 
This month, county paramedics had 
training at Pediatric Advanced Life 
Support (PALS) at the Bert J. Harris 
Jr. Agricultural Center in Sebring to 
improve the quality of care provided to 
seriously ill or injured children.

Battalion Chief Brett Hogan said 
the training, provided through the 
American Heart Association, starts as 
16 hours of training, required within 
six month of a paramedic being hired 
by the county, then eight hours of 
training at each recertification.

Elliott said the stations train basic 
life support for pediatrics along with a 
couple of cardiac stations, as well as an 
intubation station. Each trainer gives 
trainees the conditions of the scenario 
when they get there. Trainees, as they 
would in the field, ask questions about 
defects or allergies.

When asked if trainers include con-
flicting information, as with parents 
or bystanders on the scene, Elliott said 
no.

“This one is straight-forward, but 
definitely in the field, it happens that 
you get different information,” Elliott 
said.

The training focuses on respiratory 

issues, mostly. “It’s the main cause of 
pediatric issues,” Hogan said.

Of course, children can also have 

cardiac issues as well as shock, which 
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A paramedic learns the proper amount of pressure to use in chest compressions to a “pediatric 
patient” during a recent Pediatric Advanced Life Support (PALS) training for Highlands County 
emergency personnel.
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Paramedic Shannon Elliott, currently assigned to Medic 7-1 at Highlands County Fire Rescue’s 
Sun ‘N Lake Station 7, practices intubation of a “pediatric patient” at a recent Pediatric 
Advanced Life Support (PALS) training for Highlands County emergency personnel.
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