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By RUTH ANNE LAWSON
STAFF WRITER

AdventHealth is 
looking for convalescent 
plasma donors to help 
in COVID-19 treatment, 
which will lead to better 
outcomes for patients in 
Florida.

Dr. Eduardo Oliveira, 
executive medical 

director for critical care 
services at AdventHealth 
was joined by Susan 
Forbes, senior vice presi-
dent of corporate com-
munications and public 
relations at OneBlood to 
discuss the critical need 
for convalescent plasma 
donors.

If you have recovered 
from COVID-19 you are 

eligible to donate conva-
lescent plasma for others 
who are infected with the 
virus.

“It’s bad news because 
you got COVID, good 
news that you recovered 
from it, and even better 
news that now you can 
help others recover 
who did not have the 
chance to produce those 

antibodies to defend 
themselves,” said Oliveira.

“This is an all-hands-
on-deck situation at 
OneBlood,” said Forbes. 
“We’ve had over a 500% 
increase in hospital 
orders coming in, so the 
need for these donors 
is enormous. They’re 

A critical need for COVID-19 
convalescent plasma donors 
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Ayden Korn, 16, of Tulsa, winces as Ashley Perry puts a needle in 
his arm while donating blood plasma at Oklahoma Blood Insti-
tute’s Tulsa Donor Center on Thursday, May 21. Korn donated 
his plasma after contracting COVID-19 and testing positive for 
antibodies.
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ORLANDO — Florida’s top business 
regulator said Saturday that he planned 
to set up meetings with bar owners to 
discuss how they can reopen their busi-
nesses again safely, as the Sunshine 
State surpassed New York State in the 
total number of coronavirus cases.

Halsey Beshears, secretary of the 
Florida Department of Business and 
Professional Regulation, said he 
planned to start setting up meetings 
with owners of bars and breweries 
across the state later this week to 
discuss how they can reopen without 
spreading the virus.

Late last month, Florida banned 
alcohol consumption at its bars, for the 
second time this year, in response to 
a spike in the number of coronavirus 
cases.

“We will come up with a Safe, Smart 

and Step-by-step plan based on input, 
science and relative facts on how to 
reopen as soon as possible,” Beshears 
tweeted.

Last week, members of Florida’s 
craft brewing industry sent a letter 
to Beshears and Gov. Ron DeSantis, 
warning that almost a third of the 
320 craft breweries in Florida could 
be forced to go out of business in the 
upcoming weeks if the restriction on 
on-site consumption continues.

“The health of our community is 
paramount, but it cannot be at the life 
savings of hundreds of entrepreneurs, 
the livelihood of thousands of families 
and the majority of an entire industry,” 
the letter said.

The Florida Department of Health 
reported 872 resident deaths over the 
past week, or an average of 124 people 
per day. The total number of cases also 
went up 73,808 over the past week.

Florida’s top regulator looking at how to open bars safely
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A man covers his nose with his shirt, left, as Luis Negron, a Miami Beach code compliance officer, 
right, talks to him about wearing a protective face mask amid the coronavirus pandemic, Friday, 
July 24 on Ocean Drive in Miami Beach, Fla. Masks are mandated both indoors and outdoors in 
Miami Beach.

STAFF REPORT

Florida may have set an unwanted 
milestone, but for the most part Sunday’s 
release of COVID-19 numbers by the 
Florida Department of Health saw a bit of 
improvement over previous days. There 
were 9,345 new cases reported and the 
positivity rate was 11.06%, which is still 
higher than the 5% recommended by the 
World Health Organization for reopening, 
but is the second-lowest number seen in 
the past two weeks.

Florida recorded 77 resident deaths 
and one non-resident death, bringing the 
total of resident deaths to 5,854. There 
have been 118 non-resident deaths for a 
combined total of 5,972.

Florida moved past New York for hav-
ing the second-largest amount of cases 
in the United States, but Florida has seen 
fewer than 20% of the deaths New York 
had.

The number of people currently 
hospitalized in the state due to COVID-19 
dropped by 97 from Saturday’s report and 
the median age has been holding at 40 to 
42 years of age each day for the past two 
weeks. While those age 44 and younger 
make up more than 57% of all cases in 
the state, they account for just 3% of the 
deaths.

Locally, there was an increase of 21 
cases in Highlands County, bringing the 
total to 1,039. The positivity rate was 
11.3%.

The death toll remained at 22 in the 
county and there were three new hospital 
admissions, but also three discharges, 
keeping the number currently hospital-
ized at 54.

In nearby counties, it was a much 
better day for Glades County, which saw 
its largest jump on Saturday with 91 new 
cases, but added no new cases with the 
release of Sunday’s numbers. Many of 
Glades’ cases have been correctional 
facility related, with 244 of the 385 cases 
in the county coming from correctional 
facilities.

Hardee County added just five new 
cases after having a total of 42 the two 
previous days. Hardee has now seen 781 
cases.

In DeSoto County, there were nine 
new cases recorded, which is the first 

COVID numbers 
better locally, 

statewide

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Nothing has changed 
yet for staff at the Highlands County 
Courthouse.

However, Clerk of Courts Bob 
Germaine reminded county commis-
sioners on Tuesday that if state-level 
officials don’t release some of the 
funds they cut from his office this 
quarter, he will be out of money by 
Aug. 18.

Earlier this month, with passage 
of the state budget, Germaine’s 
office lost $250,000 from the usual 
$500,000-per-quarter state funding.

Germaine said that if he can get 
half of that cut back — $125,000 — he 
can keep courthouse doors open 
until the start of the new fiscal year. 
The $250,000 cut may have only been 
13.5% of this annual court funding 
from the state, but it was 52% of this 
quarter’s revenue.

He could have worked it out if he’d 
been told last October or maybe even 
in March.

“When they let you know at the start 
of that quarter, you’re not going to 
make it,” Germaine said.

It’s a 20% hit to his staff to take 
one day off each week and close the 
courthouse on Fridays, which he’s 
having to do to avoid layoffs and keep 
everyone’s insurance benefits intact.

Even so, his staff at the recording 
office in the Government Center on 
South Commerce Avenue will still take 
payments on Fridays for fines and 
fees.

“We need all the revenue we can 
get,” Germaine said of his fees-based 
office.

For now, judges are able to do 
cases over the phone or have held 
some hearings in the commission 
chambers.

Highlands Clerk still has staff rotating days

Germaine: Will run out of money Aug. 18
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The Highlands County Courthouse.
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Bob Germaine, Highlands County Clerk of 
Courts, talks with county commissioners 
earlier this month about needing to transfer 
funds from what they budgeted to pay for 
services to them so he can cover court costs 
cut from the Florida state budget.
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