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WASHINGTON — 
Democrat Joe Biden 
defeated President 
Donald Trump to become 
the 46th president of 
the United States on 
Saturday, positioning 

himself to lead a nation 
gripped by a historic pan-
demic and a confluence 
of economic and social 
turmoil.

His victory came after 
more than three days of 
uncertainty as election 
officials sorted through a 

surge of mail-in votes that 
delayed the processing 
of some ballots. Biden 
crossed 270 Electoral 
College votes with a win 
in Pennsylvania.

Trump refused to 
concede, threatening 
further legal action on 

ballot counting.
Biden, 77, staked his 

candidacy less on any 
distinctive political ideol-
ogy than on galvanizing a 
broad coalition of voters 
around the notion that 

Biden wins White House,  
promises new direction for U.S.

Trump not conceding, vows legal challenges
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Democratic presidential candidate former Vice President Joe 
Biden speaks to supporters, early Wednesday, Nov. 4, 2020, in 
Wilmington, Del. Biden defeated President Donald Trump to 
become the 46th president of the United States on Saturday.

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Highlands County had 
what appears to be its highest previous 
day test positivity rate of 23.91% for a 
fourth day in a row with a rate above 10%.

The Saturday COVID-19 update from 
the Florida Department of Health also 
showed Highlands County had 2 more 
deaths for a total of 123 and 44 more 
virus cases for a total 2,913. The median 
age of the new cases is 61.

Over the past four days Highlands 
County has had 154 new virus cases.

The top three age groups by number 
of cases in Highlands are: 55-64 with 437 
cases, 25-34 with 422 cases and 45-54 
with 398 cases.

By gender for Florida residents, the 
Highlands cases have been 1,313 men, 
1,565 women and 15 gender unknown.

Highlands County currently has 33 
hospitalized due to COVID-19 and state-
wide there are 2,672 hospitalized with a 
primary diagnosis of COVID.

DeSoto County saw seven new cases 
and now has had a total of 1,717 cases 
and 30 deaths, while Glades County saw 
one positive test out of the four tests 
it processed to bring its total to 626. 
There have been six deaths in the county 
attributed to COVID-19.

Hardee County had four new cases 
to bring its total to 1,645 and 17 deaths, 
while Okeechobee County had 14 new 
cases out of 72 tests, giving a positivity 
rate of 19.44% for new cases, which 
is the highest seen the past 14 days. 
Okeechobee County has now seen 1,802 
cases and has seen 42 deaths.

Polk County had an increase of 85 and 
has seen 23,966 cases. There have been 
638 deaths in the county.

Statewide the virus count increased by 
4,452 to a total of 837,077 over the course 
of the pandemic.

There were 86 addition deaths for a 
total of 17,100 Florida residents who died 
due to the pandemic. There have been 
210 non-resident deaths.

The state’s positivity rate for new cases 
was 8.28%, which is the highest number 
seen in the last two weeks.

According to the Johns Hopkins 
University Center for Systems Science 
and Engineering, there have been 
9.81 million cases in the United States 
and 236,642 deaths. That’s an increase of 
156,108 cases overnight and an additional 
1,295 deaths.

Globally, the number is at 49.65 mil-
lion cases and 1,247, 374 deaths. After 
the United States, India has seen the 
second-highest number of COVID-19 
cases with 8,462,080, followed by Brazil 
at 5.63 million cases. Brazil has seen the 
second-highest number of deaths, with 
162,065.

Highlands 
records 43 more 

virus cases

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Coronavirus 
couldn’t stop the Mobil 1 
Twelve Hours of Sebring 
Presented by Advance Auto 
Parts but it did postpone it 
by several months. Fans will 
finally get their speed fix 
this weekend Nov. 11-14.

Officials at Sebring 
International Raceway knew 
the much-anticipated race 
would require an impres-
sive opener. That’s where 
the United States Special 
Operations (SOCOM) Para-
Commandos come in, or 
rather drop in.

The Para-Commandos are 
the military aerial para-
chute demonstration team 
headquartered in nearby 
MacDill Air Force Base in 
Tampa. The team will be an 
integral part of the opening 
of the 12 Hours of Sebring 
race day festivities. The 
commandos jump from air-
planes to enthrall audiences 
with flashy maneuvers, 
special effects and precision 
landing.

SFC Aaron Figel is a part 
of the Para-Commando 

team, who is a self admitted 
adrenaline junkie. He enjoys 
diving into stadiums in 
front of audiences. Figel 
is an Army Ranger and 
has 5,258 jumps under his 
chute, but who’s counting? 
Figel has been jumping 
from planes since he was 
19-years-old, much to the 
chagrin of his mother. He 
said the old movie Point 
Break with Patrick Swayze 
got him into adrena-
line-seeking sports such as 
surfing. At first, he said his 
mother worried, now she 
just shrugs her shoulders.

“The rest just fell into 
place, pun intended,” Figel 
joked.

He said the team, has 
about 23 members and four 
people who jump full time 
on their days off. They will 
jump with different flags de-
pending on the event, such 
as a weighted American flag 
and MIA/POW flag etc.

“We will probably use 
red smoke canisters on our 
boots,” he said.

Red smoke keeps the 
sky divers more visible to 

SOCOM Para-Commandos to drop into SIR
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The Special Operations Command Para Commandos will be flying into Sebring International Raceway during the Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of 
Sebring Presented by Advance Auto Parts for the much-anticipated races.
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Army Sgt. 1st Class Aaron Figel, a U.S. Special Operations Command 
Para-Commando. He is seen here landing at Raymond James Stadium 
in Tampa in June. DROP | 4A
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Avon Park

800 West Main St.

863.453.6000

Lake Placid

600 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.699.1300

Sebring

320 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1300

Sun ‘n Lake

5033 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1322
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Welcome to your community bank for responsive, personal service 

where a person always answers the phone and can connect you 

with business professionals who can make a difference for you. 

YOU CALL. 
A PERSON ANSWERS. 
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