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Wawa 
breaks 

ground in 
Highlands

Stores to open 
fall 2021

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

LAKE PLACID — The long awaited 
Wawas are finally breaking ground in 
Lake Placid at the northwest corner 
of Dal Hall Boulevard and U.S. 27 and 
in Sebring at the northeast corner of 
Highlands Avenue and U.S. 27. Both 
stores are set to open in the fall of 
2021, according to Wawa officials.

The groundbreaking ceremonies, 
complete with shovels, hard hats 
and local dignitaries, will take place 
in Lake Placid from 9-9:30 a.m. and 
again at the Highlands Avenue prop-
erty from 10:30-11 a.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 24.

President and CEO of the Greater 
Chamber of Commerce Tenille Drury-
Smith will be in attendance and 
Executive Director Jennifer Bush will 
represent the Town of Murals.

Wawa joined the chambers of 
commerce in January. Wawa officials 
did not have information on ground-
breaking at the north Sebring location 
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Wawa will break ground on Feb. 24 in Lake 
Placid and in Sebring at the Highlands 
Avenue and U.S. 27 location.

County COVID 
numbers look 

better
By Staff report

Highlands County had one of its best 
COVID-19 days in the past few weeks, 
showing 29 new cases out of more than 
600 processed tests, according to the 
Florida Department of Health’s Friday 
report. The positivity rate for the day of 
4.81% is the lowest the county has seen 
in the past two weeks.

There were no new deaths or hos-
pitalizations, keeping the death total 
at 282 and the number hospitalized at 
547. There are 37 currently hospitalized 
with a primary diagnosis of COVID-19, 
according to the Florida Agency for 
Heath Care Administration.

Of the county’s 29 new cases, five 
of them were in the 5 to 14 age group, 
which brings the total to 443 for those 
14 and younger to have come down 
with the virus.

Highlands County has now seen 
6,875 cases of COVID-19, with 66 
non-residents and 6,809 residents. The 
number of non-residents with the virus 
was reduced one from the previous 
day’s report.

The news wasn’t quite as good for 
the state, which saw 190 new deaths 
and passed the 29,000 marker. There 
were 183 new resident deaths, which 
brings the total to 28,565. There were 
also an additional seven new resident 
deaths for a total of 496.

There were 7,616 new cases, which 
raises the total to 1,814,422. The case 
breakdown is 1,781,450 residents and 
32,972 non-residents.

The state’s positivity rate for new 
cases was 6.22% for the day, which is 
consistent with numbers seen the last 
eight days.

The CDC shows Florida with 347 
cases of the B.1.1.7 variant, by far the 
most in the nation. California is next 
with 159.

The state is reporting 59,524 vac-
cines given on Thursday, which brings 
the total to 2,225,304 people vaccinat-
ed. There have been 1,262,300 people 
to have received the first shot, while 
963,004 have received both shots.

The numbers across the United 
States crept up slightly, with the COVID 
Tracking Project’s Thursday night 

SHS teacher charged with having sex with student
STAFF REPORT

SEBRING — A Sebring High School 
teacher formally educated to protect the 
interests of those she works with was ar-
rested Friday. She has been charged with 
having sex with a 15-year-old student.

Ariel Madden Reed, 30, was a critical 
thinking teacher at the high school. 
She has been charged with 10 counts of 
sexual battery upon a victim ages 12-18 
by a teacher who has custodial authority 
of that student.

Her husband, Jonathan Patrick Reed, 
37, has also been arrested for inter-
ference with the execution of a search 
warrant.

Ariel Reed was placed on adminis-
trative leave by the School Board of 
Highlands County on Feb. 10, the day 

the Special Victims Unit began investi-
gating the case.

Highlands County sheriff’s officials 
said the investigation began when a 
School Resource Deputy learned the 
victim had nude images of Reed on his 
phone. When questioned by detectives, 
the victim described multiple sexual en-
counters between himself and Reed. The 
victim said they had sex at Reed’s home, 
in her car and in her school classroom 
between November of 2020, the first 
time they had sexual contact, and earlier 
this month.

Officials said prior to November 2020, 
Reed and the student had a teacher-stu-
dent relationship.

Reed was hired by the School Board 
of Highlands County in 2015 as a front 

clerk at Woodlawn Elementary School. In 
2016, she worked in the School Board’s 
main office.

She went to the classroom in May 
2019 as a teacher at Avon Park Middle 
School and later in the year transferred 
to Sebring High School.

“I want to commend the staff at 
Sebring High School for taking imme-
diate action and quickly notifying the 
school resource deputy, as well as the 
Special Victims Unit for working quickly 
to develop this case. We take any allega-
tions involving children very seriously 
and are continuing to investigate,” 
Sheriff Paul Blackman said.

“We are committed to providing a safe 

Fish die on Lake Lotela after spraying
Residents alarmed; FWC says ‘natural event’ not related to plant control

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Residents on 
Lake Lotela this week saw a 
large number of shad dead 
on the shoreline shortly after 
seeing an airboat spraying 
aquatic vegetation.

They called Highlands 
County Government and later 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission, 
and have now reportedly 
talked with representa-
tives from agriculture and 

environmental agencies, 
but are still not sure what 
happened.

The Highlands News-
Sun has not yet heard 
back from the Florida 
Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services, 
the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection or 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency about any possible 
investigation into the matter. 
Residents said members of 
those agencies came to the 
lake to examine the situation.

Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission 
officials have said the die off 
was likely a naturally-occur-
ring event. Public information 
officials with their Lakeland 
office said they first received 
the report of the Lake Lotela 
fish kill on Monday, and have 
been working with local part-
ners to review any available 
photos from the lake.

At this point, it appears that 
the affected fish were shad, 
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Dead shad, found this past Monday 
on the shores of Lake Lotela, have 
some residents there worried 
about herbicide spraying they 
saw on the lake at approximately 
the same time. However, officials 
from the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission, which 
manages the spraying program 
with the county, reported the 
die-off was likely from recent cold 
temperatures.

I’m happy to meet with you to 
answer questions you may have 
about Medicare Health plans. 

Turning 65 or new to Medicare?
Are you new to the area?

Don’t wait. If you’re new to 
Medicare, call me today.

786-213-3948

Colleen McNally  
Licensed Sales Representative

126 Dal Hall Blvd.

Lake Placid, FL 33852

The Oak Center

I Offer Medicare Advantage Plans

Medicare Supplement Plans,

and Prescription Drug Plans
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Ariel Madden Reed, 30, a critical thinking 
teacher at Sebring High School sits 
handcuffed Friday afternoon after being 
charged with 10 counts of sexual battery 
upon a victim ages 12-18 by a teacher who 
has custodial authority of that student.
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