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By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The Florida 
Highway Patrol and 
U.S. Marshals thought 
Wednesday, after 14 
years, they had found and 
arrested the man wanted 
for two counts of DUI 
vehicular manslaughter.

The only problem is 
that they have the wrong 

man. He’s a fugitive, apparently, but not 
from Florida, and not for the 2007 traffic 
deaths of Danny and Patricia McCown of 
Avon Park.

The man, who identified himself 
as 43-year-old Brian Dale Andrews of 
Frostproof, turned out to be Ernest 
McBride, who has active warrants in 
Arkansas and Missouri. The men had 
similar physical characteristics, but FHP 
troopers said Friday that fingerprint com-
parisons proved that he was not Andrews.

Andrews faces two felony charges of 
DUI manslaughter, two counts of driving 
while license is suspended or revoked 
involving a death and one count of DUI 
property damage. After the crash, FHP 
found he had a blood-alcohol content of 
0.315, nearly four times the legal limit.

At 5:35 p.m. June 30, 2007, on U.S. 27 
in Polk County, just north of County Line 
Road and the county line with Highlands 
County, the couple was en route to their 
home in Avon Park. The McGowns, both 
59, had just had their 33rd wedding 
anniversary the day before the wreck 
and had gone shopping that day in Lake 
Wales for a gift for their granddaughter’s 
upcoming birthday. They were natives of 
Warren County, Kentucky, who had been 
in Florida for many years.

FHP reported that Andrews, north-
bound on U.S. 27 in a 1992 white 
Cadillac, lost control and entered the 
southbound lanes. The front of his car 
hit the front of the McCowns’ car — a 
silver Chevrolet HHR — killing them and 
sending his car into another southbound 
vehicle.

He did not show up at his arraignment, 
and FHP troopers had been looking 
for him for 14 years when they were 
tipped off that Andrews might be in an 
area southwest of Mexico City. It was 
there they found and captured the man 
claiming to be him.

FHP continues to search for Andrews. 
Anyone with information is urged to con-
tact the FHP at 813-558-1800, their own 
local law enforcement or Crime Stoppers 
at www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com.
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By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Since 
returning to full services, 
local restaurants have 
had supply problems and 
labor difficulties, and it 
has impacted their ability 
to serve customers.

One manager reported-
ly got a sandwich thrown 
at them, said Casey Hartt, 
lead marketer for the 
Tourist Development 
Council, which held 
roundtable seminars on 

helping local 
businesses 
attract 
out-of-town 
visitors.

Unless 
conditions 

improve for 
restaurants, 

Hartt said, some have 
talked about shutting 
down rather than have 
customers mad at them 
for slow service or miss-
ing menu items.

The good news, she 
said, is that other aspects 

of local tourism — sports 
venues, hotels/motels, 
events organizers and 
retail stores — have all 
reported good business 
since tourism has 
returned to Highlands 
County.

Hartt attended 
Tuesday’s seminars at the 
Greater Sebring Chamber 
of Commerce to share 
information and gather 
input from local tour-
ism-based businesses on 
how the TDC, doing busi-
ness as “VisitSebring,” 

can help.
Attendance was good 

at the day-long series of 
sessions, she said, which 
started with agritourism, 
then art and culture, 
hotels and accommoda-
tions and ending with 
restaurants.

VisitSebring has also 
hosted various other 
stakeholder meetings 
with fishing tourna-
ment directors, nature 
attractions, the Citrus 
Golf Trail, event orga-
nizers and pickleball 

enthusiasts, with plans 
to host additional 
stakeholder meetings as 
needed.

Hotels, Hartt said, hav-
en’t had as many staffing 
issues as restaurants, 
but still have had supply 
problems, such as with 
sundry items like minia-
ture soaps and shampoos 
for each room.

For restaurants, things 
are not “back to normal,” 
as people might believe, 
Hartt said. Floridians take 
it for granted, she said, 

that a favorite eatery will 
be open for full dining, 
with a full menu and 
fully staffed, especially 
because Florida reopened 
earlier than other places.

“It was such a pro-
nounced problem, it took 
over [the seminar],” Hartt 
said.

Restaurants have had 
supply problems from not 
being able to get major 
food items, like the catch 
of the day, or just the 

By ROBERT MILLER
SPECIAL SECTIONS EDITOR

AVON PARK — A group 
of Avon Park youth spent 
this past Tuesday morning 
experiencing the “first ever” 
History and Culture Day 
at the Peter Powell Roberts 
Museum of Art & Cultural 
Center, the Avon Park Public 
Library, the Avon Park Depot 
Museum and the Heartland 
Cultural Alliance.

On Tuesday, June 22, 
The Boys & Girls Club of 
Highlands County took 
a group of 40 kids from 
their Avon Park location to 
experience art and culture 
in the heart of the City of 
Charm. The idea for the 
collaboration between the 
Heartland Cultural Alliance 
(HCA) and The Boys & Girls 
Club of Highlands County 
came about through a 
coordination between Janice 
Rearick, operations director 
at The Boys & Girls Club, 

and Gaylin Thomas, HCA 
president.

“I met Gaylin at a 

Chamber meeting and she 
wanted to know what HCA 
could do for the Boys & 

Girls Club,” said Rearick. 
Under Thomas’ guidance, 
History and Culture Day 
became part of The Boys 
and Girls Club summer 
program. Rearick said it was 
a cooperative effort between 
four strong cultural “com-
pass points” with the Peter 
Powell Roberts Museum of 
Art & Cultural Center, the 
Avon Park Public Library, the 
Avon Park Depot Museum 
and the Heartland Cultural 
Alliance.

“Gaylin really took the 
leadership on that,” said 
Rearick.

Bari Lotts, librarian at the 
Avon Park Public Library, 
created the schedule. 
“Everything pulled together 
beautifully,” Rearick said.

Each “station” leader was 
an expert in their field. This 
team of experts brought 
each group into their world; 
the world of art, the world 

Immersed in culture

Boys & Girls Club teams with HCA for art and culture adventure
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Librarian Bari Lott reads to children from the Boys & Girls Club on Tuesday.
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A group of children from The Boys & Girls Club of Highlands County 
posed for a group photo in front of the Depot Museum’s Silver Dining 
Car. Front row, from left: Johnaye Wilson, Raheem Bryant, Jace 
Eubanks and Cleveland Nobles. Back row, from left: Da’Quasia Cobb 
(Teen Camp Counselor), Alexander Watt, Tai’lyahnisse (“Tai”) Perry, 
Julian Rodriguez, Charles Louis, Cody Rodriguez, Damya Hall and 
Chasity Wells, teacher.

Tourism takeaways: Be kind; look into new ways
Restaurants, agritourism report most challenges at seminars
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