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Sebring falls short at Final Four 
Blue Streaks season ends after loss to Rickards, 59-44

By RUTH ANNE LAWSON
STAFF WRITER

LAKELAND — After an 
unbelievable season the 
Sebring Blue Streaks were 
knocked out of the Class 
5A Final Four. The Blue 
Streaks came up short 59-
44 against the Rickards 
Raiders of Tallahassee. 
Thursday was without a 
doubt one of the biggest 
games of the Blue Streaks 
lives and they gave it their 
all and never gave up. 
The R.P. Funding Center 

had a sea of blue and 
white filling the stands as 
Sebring held their own 
but couldn’t surpass the 
Raiders.

Regardless, Highlands 
County is proud of the 
Blue Streaks team and the 
way they represented the 
City of Sebring during the 
season.

“This is a tough loss,” 
said Sebring Coach 
Princeton Harris. “The 
kids played extremely 
hard and that is all you 
can ask for. We didn’t 

get it done sometimes 
on defense but we are 
still very proud of them. 
We didn’t make some 
defensive stops when we 
should have and turned 
the ball over at some 
crucial points.”

Rickards jumped into 
the lead early in the first 
quarter with a nine-point 
run. Sebring narrowed 
the deficit when Eric 
Brown made a jump shot, 
a layup and free throw 
cutting the deficit to 9-5. 
The Raiders widened the 

gap with a 3-pointer by 
Ke’Varius Taylor. Sebring’s 
Ryan Brown stole the ball 
and charged down the 
open court for a layup. 
He was fouled on the 
play and converted the 
play into three points, 
bringing the score to 12-8 
with :55 seconds left in 
the first. Rickards made 
a layup and the Blue 
Streaks answered with a 
layup by Tumblin, making 
the score 14-10 at the 
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Sebring’s Alvin Tumblin (35) drives past a Rickards defenseman 
during Thursday’s Class 5A Final Four game at the R.P. Funding 
Center in Lakeland.

2020 Backyard 
BBQ Bash a 
tasty way to 
spend time

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Today kicks off the 2020 
Backyard BBQ Bash, the annual Sebring 
Firemen, Inc. barbecue competition. 
The event starts today from 11 a.m. to 
10 p.m. and continues from 10 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Saturday at the Highlands County 
Fairgrounds. Admission is free and open 
to the public. Proceeds from the barbe-
cue competition will go to Sebring youth 
athletics.

The name may be new but the friendly 
competition has been ongoing since 
1994, according to J.C. Shoop, president 
of Sebring Firemen, Inc. The name 
change was to reflect a more homey, 
backyard feel.

The free family-friendly event will offer 
something for everyone’s taste, literally. 
About 13 teams, many first responders, 
will compete in the barbecue competition 
for their share of $30,000 in cash prizes. 
The categories are best ribs, chicken, 
brisket and pulled pork.

Local barbecue vendors will have their 
secret sauces and a shaved ice vendor 
will serve cool treats. Beer, wine, lemon-
ade and desserts galore will also tempt 
patrons.

A free concert featuring the California 
Toe Jam Band will have everyone dancing 
from 6-9 p.m. tonight. From noon to 
4:30 p.m. Saturday, the Justin Grimes 
Band will be entertaining the “backyard.”

The youngsters will have fun on the 
free inflatables and can get their faces 
painted. A car show will thrill gear heads 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday. At 11 a.m., 
the suspense will come to an end as 
People’s Choice is announced.
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Last year’s barbecue competition had lots of 
entertainment and this year’s 2020 Backyard BBQ 
Bash will have plenty as well.

Florida celebrates 175 years

Settlers opened peninsula wilderness with guns, gumption

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — You might not have 
noticed, but Florida turned 175 on 
Tuesday.

In 1845, Florida was admitted into 
the union along with 
Iowa, at a time when 
states were admitted in 
pairs — one free state 
and one slave state — to 
appease contentious 
politics in Washing, D.C., 
and prevent those in one 
camp or the other from 
passing legislation that 
the other side opposed.

Still, 16 years later, the 
nation already divided 
in politics became 
divided in the U.S. Civil 
War, still referred to as 
“The War between the 
States” in many former 
Confederate states, like 
Florida. When the guns 
died down, people went 

back to what they had done in Florida 
before “the war”: agriculture.

It’s still a big part of what makes 
Florida run, and according to 
seventh-generation Floridian and 
Highlands County Property Appraiser 
Raymond McIntyre, that’s not likely to 

change.
“People don’t realize how much 

agriculture we have here,” McIntyre 
said.

McIntyre’s family came to Florida in 

1820, one of many local families who 
came to Florida immediately after the 
United States purchased the territory 
from Spain in 1819. It was organized 
into a U.S. territory in 1822, but by 
then, settlers had already moved 
south.

Early U.S. settlers worked the wild 
cattle the Spaniards left behind, he 
said.

His family moved into what is now 
Lake County, west of Clermont, and 
eventually migrated south. By 1921, 
when Highlands County became a 
county, his grandfather started a dairy 
on Sparta Road in Sebring.

McIntyre said historians at the 
Civilian Conservation Corps Museum 
at Highlands Hammock State Park, the 
state’s oldest park, found a receipt of 
sale for several gallons of milk to the 
corps members.

In all, McIntyre said, his family did 
what many families did, diversifying 
into cattle, citrus and row crops in 
what was then open country.

Ray Royce, Lake Placid town coun-
cilman and executive director of the 
Highlands County Citrus Growers 
Association, tells how his ancestors 
settled around Fort Meade, the army 
fort that gave its name to the town in 
south Polk County.

STATE ARCHIVES OF FLORIDA

Agriculture has long been the backbone of Florida, originally cattle and then citrus and other crops. For early settlers, faced with having to 
take harvests across rough ground to markets, to rivers for loading on steamboats and later to stations for loading on trains, the ox-drawn 
wagon was the semi-trailer of the day, as seen here in a grove in Wauchula.
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COM

When the United States of America bought 
the Florida territory from Spain in 1819, most 
European-descended settlers lived in the 
north, in the Panhandle east to St. Augustine, 
according to seventh-generation Floridian 
Raymond McIntyre, whose family was among 
those who migrated south from Georgia deep 
into the peninsula the next year, 1820.
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JOIN OUR TEAM!
TUESDAYS, MARCH 17 & 31   |  10AM – 4PM

APPLY AT: GOTOWORKHAPPY.COM

BRING VALID PHOTO ID AND SOCIAL SECURITY CARD.

800.360.9875
seminolebrightoncasino.com

See Human Resources for complete details. Must be 18 or older. 


