
4    •   February 2021 HOMEL
A

K
E

5 factors to consider when buying a home

H
ome ownership is a dream for many 
people. In fact, buying a home is 
considered by many people to be a 
major life accomplishment.

Various factors determine what makes 
a home an attractive place to live. While 
some considerations may overlap, others 
may be unique to individual buyers. Those 
new to the real estate arena may want to 
consider the following factors as they 
search for a new place to call home.

1: Property taxes
Property taxes can greatly affect the 

overall cost of living in a particular home. 
The real estate company RedFin says 
property taxes are generally levied by each 
county and often include taxes paid to 
schools, utility companies and municipal 
governments. Property taxes will usually 
be factored into a monthly mortgage 
payment, and how high (or low) taxes are 
can turn an affordable mortgage payment 
into something that can break a budget. 
When calculating payments, be sure to 
include property taxes in your estimates.

2: Job security/availability
The financial resource Fortune Builder 

says to consider your job security before 
taking the home ownership plunge. 
Before committing to an investment as 
substantial as a home, ensure that you are 
secure in your job. Similarly, if you are 
relocating for job prospects, verify that 
the new location has a thriving job market.

3: Local schools
For potential homeowners with children 

or those planning on becoming parents, 
area schools should merit significant 
consideration. Research school rankings 
and reviews, but know that rankings 
can change. American Family Insurance 

Company says to also look at the school 
budget history of towns you’re considering 
to see if residents prioritize funding for 
education. This can be a measure of 
how important education is in a given 
community.

4: Commute times
Home ownership involves both lifestyle 

and financial decisions. Calculate the 
time it will take to travel to and from 
work when considering a certain town or 
neighborhood. Find out if there is mass 
transit and what options are available for 
off-hour travel needs.

5: Lifestyle options
Quality nightlife, arts and history, 

community events, proximity to cultural 
centers or cities, and other factors are at 
play in choosing a home. Make sure your 
new community allows you to still enjoy 
the things you’re passionate about.

Buying a home involves considering 
various factors that can affect your budget 
and quality of life.

Giving Back to the 
Community it Serves

F
or a company that 
has made its mark on 
repairing and replacing 
roofs for more than 35 

years, Covenant Roofing® 
has been equally focused on 
foundations – specifically 
those that make up the base 
of the communities Covenant 
serves.

In what has been widely 
regarded as a “sketchy” 
industry, Covenant Roofing® 
is changing the perception of 
the roofing business, one roof 
at a time.  Their slogan, “The 
Difference Is The Promise,”® 
is a proud acknowledgment 
of the deep faith that runs 
throughout the company.  

That faith, and a recognition 
of their community roots, 
serves as their commitment 
and inspiration to service.

Most recently, Covenant 
Roofing® supported teacher 
appreciation efforts, pulling 
team members from the field 
to help pack and deliver goodie 
bags for teachers at Leesburg 
High School – the alma mater 
of several of its staff.  Covenant 
has also developed seasonal 
promotions in which they 
have donated a portion of 
roof project sales to extremely 
imp or t ant  communit y 
organizations such as Lake 

Cares Food Pantry (more 
than $7,000 donated to date) 
and the Edgewood Children’s 
Ranch where they sponsored 
and hosted a multi-course 
Thanksgiving dinner for the 
youth and staff of the Ranch.

C ommunit y  L i a i s on , 
Geni Dufresne explains, 
“We do these things for our 
community because this is 
what we’ve been called to do; 
To go above and beyond what 
the average person, average 
business, would do.”  

Learn more at 

CovenantRoofFL.com


