
By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Demolition work began this 
week to remove a bank drive-thru teller build-
ing on a property that will become a public 
parking lot in downtown Sebring.

The property at 1960 Lakeview Drive, Lot 5, 
which is also bordered by Franklin Street, was 
purchased by the City of Sebring for $200,000 
in January.

When the City of Sebring was looking to 
purchase the property it was noted it has 
strategic development value for the city as it is 
in close proximity to many city-owned proper-
ties: City Pier Beach, Jack Stroup Civic Center, 
Highlands Art League and the Highlands 
Lakeside Theatre.

Earlier in the year it was hoped the project 
would be completed in June, but Community 
Redevelopment Agency Executive Director 
Kristie Vazquez said Thursday, “The timetable 
was dependent on the subcontractor availabil-
ity to start the project. We anticipate for the 
project to be completed by the end of August 
pending subcontractor availability.”

The City of Sebring had a proposed plan 
for the property showing angled parking and 
straight-in parking with both layouts having 
about 140 parking spaces. Mayor John Shoop 
said the parking layout will remain the same 
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Another 
day of 5K 

increase in 
state COVID 

cases
11th death 
reported in 
Highlands

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Florida added 
5,004 new COVID-19 cases in 
the Thursday update from the 
Florida Department of Health 
making it two consecutive days 
of daily increases over 5,000.

The latest DOH report also 
shows Highlands County had 
its 11th death related to the 
pandemic and added nine 
cases for a county total of 279. 
The latest death in Highlands 
was a 67-year-old female. The 
age range of those who died 
from the virus in Highlands is 
59 to 83.

DOH’s county report shows 
that 131 of those people 
who have tested positive in 
Highlands have been men and 
146 of the cases have been 
women. The age range for 
positive cases has been 0-91 
with the median age being 50.

The number of Highlands 
cases in staff or residents in 
long-term care facilities is 25 
(9%) and, as of Thursday’s re-
port, there are now four cases 
(1%) in correctional facilities, 
double the number from the 
Wednesday report.

There have been 56 hospi-
talizations (20%) related to 
COVID-19 in Highlands over 
the course of the pandemic. 
Hospitalization counts include 
anyone who was hospitalized 
at some point during their 
illness. It does not reflect the 
number of people currently 
hospitalized. As of Thursday, 
officials said 17 people remain 
in the hospital with virus 
symptoms.

Other Heartland area coun-
ties had the following increas-
es: Hardee had six new cases 
for a total of 340, Okeechobee 
had 13 new cases for a total 
of 289, DeSoto had eight new 
cases for a total of 521, Glades 
had nine new cases for a total 
of 151 and Hendry had 14 new 
cases for a total of 810.

Testing data shows that 
statewide 1,721,812 have been 
tested for COVID-19 with a 
positive rate of 6.6%.

In Highlands, 7,308 have 
been tested with 3.8% positive.

Testing for the virus can be 

M-CORES 
Task Force 
discusses 
priorities

Highlands 
commissioners: 
Still have not 

heard possible 
routes

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Wednesday’s 
M-CORES meeting saw state 
officials going back over the 
importance of setting priorities 
and evaluating how the needs 
of the corridor will be met.

They did not, however, 
discuss what route the corridor 
would take, and how they 
would go about setting up that 
route.

That’s what local members of 
the task force, including mem-
bers of the Highlands County 
Board of County Commission, 
would like to find out.

Commission Chair Ron 
Handley told commissioners 
at their last meeting that the 
task force meetings haven’t 
gotten to that, yet. He said 
“they’re just going through the 
motions” of discussing what 
certain aspects of the project 
will be important to this area 
of Florida.

“For example, the whole last 
meeting was three-and-a-half 
hours of how important it was 
to put [the] broadband in the 
easement of the road right of 
way,” Handley said. “So they’re 
through the process of every 
little item that will go into it, 
and the pluses and minuses.”

There is still no route, he 
said, but it’s “forthcoming,” he’s 
been told, because a plan has 
to be turned in by the end of 
October.

Commissioner Jim Brooks 
asked if a route would be part 
of that report, and Handley 
said he hoped it would be.

In the meantime, virtual 
meetings continue.

The Multi-use Corridors 
of Regional Economic 
Significance (M-CORES) pro-
gram seeks to expand existing 
limited-access high-speed 
road corridors in the state. 
On Tuesday, the task force for 
the Southwest-Central Florida 
Corridor, which will affect a 
nine-county region of Florida’s 
Heartland, met online on the 
subject.

In their presentations, 
Florida Department of 
Transportation staff explained 
how they would ensure that all 
concerns about the corridor 

Banking on the need  
for parking

Teller building makes way for CRA project

MARC VALERO/STAFF

Excavation Point is the contractor on the bank drive-
thru demolition and parking lot milling and resur-
facing project on the City of Sebring property at 1960 
Lakeview Drive.

MARC VALERO/STAFF

The former bank parking lot and drive-thru teller property at 1960 Lakeview Drive, Sebring, will become a public 
parking lot with a grass area where the drive-thru is being removed.
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A long-time vacant bank drive-thru building at 1960 Lakeview Drive, Sebring, is being torn down as part of a 
project to add public parking.

CARES Act committee brainstorms ideas
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING – A CARES 
Act public workshop met 
Wednesday afternoon to 
determine the best way to 
distribute the initial funds 
from the Coronavirus 
Aid Relief and Economic 
Security Act. The CARES 
ACT will provide $8 bil-
lion in relief to those 
affected by COVID-19 in 
Florida. The first 25% of 
the funds the county will 
distribute is $4,633,686.

The CARES Act panel 
consists of Highlands 
County government 
officials who met at 
the Board of County 
Commission chambers 
using social distancing. 
Ideas came from the 
panel members as well as 
from the audience mem-
bers, many who were 
community advocates 
and non-profit admin-
istrators and pastors. 
The committee consists 
of Sydney Armstrong, 
Legislative Affairs grant 

coordinator; Randy 
Vosburg, county admin-
istrator; Ron Handley, 
Highlands County Board 
of County Commission 
chair; Jerome 
Kazubowski, Highlands 
County Clerk of Courts 
senior director; Sally 
Hood, Highlands County 
Clerk of Courts auditor; 
Megan DiGiacamo, 
Highlands County 
Economic Development 
manager; and Joy 
Carmicheal, county attor-
ney. The Board of County 

Commission is ultimately 
the body to approve the 
distribution.

Initially, the distribu-
tion was businesses, 35%; 
individual assistance, 
20%; non-profits, 5% and 
government, 40%. Each 
category has standards 
that must be met in order 
to qualify. Also there are 
caveats put in place such 
as mortgage/rent and 
utilities to be paid directly 
to the corresponding 
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Avon Park City Manager Mark Schrader addresses the CARES Act 
panel on Wednesday. He said he was glad he did not have their 
jobs, a sentiment echoed several times in Wednesday’s meeting.
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