
HIGHLANDS NEWS-SUN
VOL. 101 | NO. 131 | $1.25      YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 1919        An Edition Of The Sun

Sunday, May 10, 2020

Obituaries ........................ A7 
Puzzles .........................B4-6
Real Estate Sunday ...............C1

Business .......................... D1
Classifieds ......................B1-3
Lottery ........................... A2

TV Listings ....................... B8
Viewpoints ....................... A6
Weather .........................A12

Good morning To
Carole Cook

Thanks for reading! newssun.com
facebook.com/
newssun

twitter.com/
TheNewsSun

Special to the Highlands 
News-Sun

COURTESY OF AKTION CLUB

SEBRING – The Sebring 
Fire Department was sur-
prised Thursday evening 
with a complete dinner 
from a 10-year-old girl who 

gladly gave up her meal 
to thank them for their 
service.

Grayson Campbell, 10, 
of Sebring won pizza and 
cupcakes for her entire 
family after participating 
in the Aktion Club of 
Highlands County’s 

Chalk It Up Contest last 
month. The winners were 
announced and Julia 
McTaggart of Springfield, 
Illinois, formerly of Lake 
Placid, and Hendrix Lawn 
Service of Avon Park made 
a donation to pay for all 
the participants to win a 

pizza party.
Grayson, the daughter 

of Captain Chris and Katie 
Campbell of Sebring, was 
excited about winning the 
pizza but she had different 
plans for her meal. She 

Sebring girl donates her  
meal to local firefighters

COURTESY/AKTION CLUB

Sebring Firefighters Clayton Waldron, left, and Jacob Figur were 
surprised when the Aktion Club of Highlands County dropped 
off dinner complete with pizza, wings, salad and cupcakes from 
10-year-old Grayson Campbell.

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — Work continues 
on the $1.7 million taxiway project 
at the Avon Park Executive Airport 
that will improve safety of the 

ground traffic, but some unexpect-
ed delays pushed the completion 
date back to June.

Construction started Jan. 6, 2020 
on the Taxiway F project, which 
includes pulling up some of the 
exiting sections of the taxiway, 

reconstructing, re-configuring and 
putting down new asphalt.

Avon Park Finance Coordinator 
Danielle Phillips said recently that 
Runway 5/23 is temporarily closed 

AP Airport project proceeding,  
but behind schedule

COURTESY PHOTO

Both runways at the Avon Park Executive Airport will be closed 
for a short time period later this month to complete pavement 
and remove a “hotspot” on Taxiway B.

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The Florida total of 
COVID-19 cases surpassed 40,000 
on Saturday with 1,715 deaths as 
Highlands County added three more 
cases for a total of 96.

After the number of new cases in 
Florida residents dipped to 353 on 
Thursday, there were 794 new virus 
cases on Friday.

Among the 95 Highlands cases that 
are Florida residents, the number of 
females who tested positive (48) edged 
past the number of males (47), with an 
age range of 0 to 85 and a median age 
of 56.

The latest demographic information 
on new cases in Highlands County 
shows that the the five new cases from 
Thursday included four females age 
27, 31, 61 and 82 and one male age 61.

The number of cases by zip code in 
Highlands are: 25 in 33825 (Avon Park), 
22 in 33870 (Sebring), 10 in 33852 
(Lake Placid), 6 in 33875 (Sebring), less 
than 5 in 33960 (Venus) and zero in 
33857 (eastern Highlands).

According to the Florida Department 
of Health, Sunny Hills of Sebring ALF 
has one resident who tested positive. 
The Palms of Sebring nursing home 
has one resident who tested positive 
and The Palms of Sebring ALF has had 
one staff member who tested positive.

The number of deaths attributed 
to the virus in Highlands is 8 with 
the latest death, a 73-year-old male, 
verified on Thursday.

There has been 31 hospitalized in 
Highlands due to COVID-19 during the 
course of the pandemic. According to 
the Board of County Commissioners 
the number of people currently hospi-
talized is at three.

Miami-Dade County, continues to be 
the hardest hit county in the state, with 
a total of 13,841 cases and 482 deaths.

Nationwide there has been 1,286,833 
cases and 77,280 deaths. New York has 
had more than 321,000 positive cases 
and more than 26,000 death.

Worldwide there has been 3,965,863 
cases and 275,527 deaths.

By JIM TURNER
NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEE — Coronavirus hair can 
soon be professionally snipped.

Gov. Ron DeSantis posted a video Friday 
featuring Orlando barbershop owner 
John Henry, who announced that starting 
Monday, barbershops, hair salons and nail 
salons will be allowed to reopen in most of 
the state after being shut down because of 
the coronavirus pandemic.

“We are ready to get back to work and 
make some money,” Henry, who operates J 
Henry’s Barber Shop, said in the video. “But 
getting back to work, we want to be safe 
to continue to wear gloves, wear masks, 
bookmark appointments and continue to 
keep the community safe. I know everyone 
is happy to come out and support the bar-
bershop, and we want to continue to keep 
one thing in mind, safety is always first.”

The video was posted shortly after 
DeSantis said Palm Beach County will be 
included Monday in the first phase of the 
state’s economic reopening. That will leave 
only coronavirus hotspots Miami-Dade 
and Broward counties out of the first phase.

Henry was among a number of barbers 
and cosmetologists who sat down with 
DeSantis last Saturday to push for their 
professions to be included in the reopen-
ing. They highlighted advanced cleaning 
protocols for work stations and tools, along 
with in-store physical distancing require-
ments for customers.

DeSantis said at the time more review 
was needed about safety standards for 
people who have direct contact with 
customers.

But during an appearance Friday morn-
ing in Jacksonville, DeSantis said industry 
proposals had been looked at by the state 
Department of Health and physicians and 
were “going in a really good direction.”

“Look, I practically have a mullet. So, 
I haven’t had a haircut in a long time,” 
DeSantis said during the appearance. 
“But you know, we just want to make sure 
we’re going in a safe, smart step-by-step 
approach. We’re being very judicious on 
everything we’re doing. But I absolutely see 
a path. And I think if people watch out, I 
think that you’ll be hearing something on 
that very soon.”

After forcing businesses to shut down 
or dramatically scale back operations to 

Barbershops, 
salons can open 

Monday

Florida  
surpasses 40,000 
COVID-19 cases

Highlands counts 
3 more cases

AIRPORT | 2A

MEAL | 2A

SALONS | 7AMONDAY - FRIDAY 9:00AM - 5:00PM

10TH YEAR IN BUSINESS IN SEBRING

PH# 863-385-5689 • FAX RX 863-582-9355
3200 US Hwy 27 S., Suite 103 • side entrance

THANK  YOU
TO ALL THE PHARMACISTS 

AND PHARMACY WORKERS 

FOR KEEPING US HEALTHY 

DURING THIS DIFFICULT TIME!!  

AAA Direct Discount
Processing Company *Not A Pharmacy
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Avon Park

800 West Main St.

863.453.6000

Lake Placid

600 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.699.1300

Sebring

320 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1300

Sun ‘n Lake

5033 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1322

Locally Owned, Community Minded

www.heartlandnb.com  
Member FDIC

Welcome to your community bank for responsive, personal service 

where a person always answers the phone and can connect you 

with business professionals who can make a difference for you. 

YOU CALL. 
A PERSON ANSWERS. 

WOW.
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