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Bashoor leaving Highlands
County has until Sept. 30 to find new public safety director, HCFR chief

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — “Three years ago, 
I informed Randy [Vosburg] that 
I would give him one year in this 
position,” Highlands County Public 
Safety Director Marc Bashoor said 
Tuesday. “That has come and gone 
three times.”

With that, Bashoor told the 
Board of County Commission that 
he would step down on Sept. 30 

this year. He and his wife, who 
have already found a buyer for 
their home, plan to move to the 
west coast of Florida where they 
are building a house, and actively 
begin enjoying retirement.

When Vosburg tapped Bashoor 
to fi ll in temporarily in May 2018, 
and then hired him permanently 
in June 2018. Bashoor had al-
ready retired after seven years as 
head of fi re services for Prince 
George County, Maryland, an 

area of 1 million people east of 
Washington, D.C. He started there 
as a full-time fi refi ghter in 1981. 
At that time, the department was 
11 years into a consolidation of 40 
separate volunteer departments 
into one service.

When he accepted the job, he 
recalled previously standing at 
the podium during a Highlands 
County fi re services workshop and 
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Placid Lakes Volunteer Fire Chief Mark Fortier, at left, and 
Public Safety Director Marc Bashoor, in front, talk about a new 
Engine 39-1 during a multiple-vehicle dedication event in April 
with county commissioners. Bashoor has overseen improve-
ments for Highlands County Fire Rescue for three years, and will 
step down Sept. 30.

County sees 
two new cases 

Tuesday
Staff  Report

Highlands County saw two new cases of 
COVID-19, according to Tuesday’s num-
bers released by the Florida Department 
of Health.

The county’s total climbed to 8,780, 
with 8,682 being resident cases and the 
remaining 98 non-resident cases.

There were 124 resident tests processed 
on Tuesday, which yielded a positivity 
rate of 1.61% for the day. The county has 
been below 5% for seven straight days.

The Agency for Health Care 
Administration (AHCA) reports that 
current hospitalizations due to COVID-19 
are at 11, up one from Monday. The coun-
ty has seen 681 hospitalizations since 
the pandemic started, according to the 
Florida Department of Health.

There were no additional deaths for the 
county, which keeps the total at 366.

On Tuesday, the state shows there were 
74 vaccines given in the county, although 
it typically takes several days for all of 
the numbers to come in from various 
locations.

So far, there have been 46,236 people 
in the county vaccinated, according to 
FDOH. There have been 11,600 people 
who have received the fi rst dose and 
34,636 who have gotten both shots in the 
series.

In the state, there was an increase 
of 1,261 cases, bringing the total to 
2,327,989 cases. There have been 
2,284,500 cases involving residents and 
43,489 non-resident cases.

The state processed 37,834 resident 
tests and had 36,573 negative tests, which 
resulted in a positivity rate of 3.33%, 
making it three weeks with a positivity 
rate under 5%.

There were an additional 56 deaths 
reported, which raises the overall total 
to 37,665, of which 36,924 have been 
resident deaths and 741 have been 
non-resident deaths.

Vaccinations in the state were the 
second lowest they have been in the last 
two weeks, with FDOH reporting 26,236 
doses given on Tuesday, although that 
number will likely increase some over the 
next few days.

There have now been 10,365,752 mil-
lion people in Florida vaccinated, with 
8,352,245 having received both doses and 
2,013,507 people having received the fi rst 
dose.

The U.S. has surpassed the 50% 
vaccination mark, according to the 

Part of Cypress Gardens’
botanical gardens
still in tact

By ELAINE LEVEY
CORRESPONDENT

WINTER HAVEN — Florida’s fi rst 
theme park was just up the road a 
ways to Cypress Gardens in Winter 
Haven, named for the ancient 
cypress trees that rimmed the shores 
of Lake Eloise. When the gardens 
opened Jan. 2, 1936, visitors were 
treated to spectacular and colorful 
fl ower gardens with 8,000 varieties 
of plants from 90 different countries. 
There were no water ski shows, 
Southern belles or boat rides at that 
time. Admission was 25 cents. The 
founder of Cypress Gardens was Dick 
Pope Sr.

It was the latter part of 1932 when the 
Popes decided to move back to Florida af-
ter living in New York. Julie Pope had read 
an article in Good Housekeeping maga-
zine and shared it with her husband. It 
was about a banker in Charleston who 
had opened his private estate to the 
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Cypress Gardens Southern Belles.
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Dick Pope Sr., founder of Cypress Gardens.

Highlands’ open enrollment has 114 school transfers
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — A total of 114 
students will be attending a school 
different from their zoned school 
next year under the Controlled 
Open Enrollment option, which 
allows students to transfer to a 
school with available capacity.

Assistant Superintendent 
Student Support Services Melissa 
Blackman said there was one 
school, Hill-Gustat Middle, where 
there were more transfer requests 

than available seats. That prompt-
ed a lottery to select which stu-
dents could transfer to Hill-Gustat 
Middle. The school had 12 transfer 
requests, but only eight available 
seats, according to its capacity 
numbers.

With fewer students in school 
for face-to-face instruction due to 
the pandemic, the district had 13 
schools with available capacity to 
accept transfers for the 2021-22 
school year, including triple-digit 
numbers of openings at all three 
high schools.

Sebring High School had the 
most available capacity with 425, 
followed by Avon Park High School 
with 398 and Lake Placid High 
School with 208.

For the 2020-21 school year, 
there were 11 district schools that 
had available capacity. For the 
2019-20 school year that number 
was 10 schools and in the 2018-19 
school year there were only seven 
schools that had available capacity 
to accept transfer students.
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Hill-Gustat Middle School was the only Highlands District school 
that had more Controlled Open Enrollment transfer requests 
than available seats.

Florida’s first theme park

Part of Cypress Gardens’
botanical gardens
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