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A Ukrainian police officer takes cover in front of a burning 
building that was hit in a Russian airstrike in Avdiivka, Ukraine, 
Friday, March 17.

Russia’s Putin visits Crimea 
following war crimes warrant

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Russian 
President Vladimir Putin has 
traveled to Crimea to mark the 
ninth anniversary of the Black 
Sea peninsula’s annexation from 
Ukraine.

Putin visited an art school and 
a children’s center on Saturday, 
the day after the International 
Criminal Court’ issued an arrest 
warrant for the Russian leader 
accusing him of war crimes.

The court specifically accused 
him Friday of bearing personal 

responsibility for the abductions 
of children from Ukraine during 
Russia’s full-scale invasion of the 
neighboring country that started 
almost 13 months ago.

Russia annexed Crimea from 
Ukraine in 2014, a move that 
most of the world considered 
illegal.

Ukraine was attacked by 16 
Russian drones on Friday night, 
the Ukrainian Air Force said 
in the early hours of Saturday. 
Writing on Telegram, the air 

force command said that 11 out 
of 16 drones were shot down “in 
the central, western and eastern 
regions.” Among areas targeted 
were the capital, Kyiv, and the 
western Lviv province.

The head of the Kyiv city 
administration, Serhii Popko, 
said Ukrainian air defenses shot 
down all drones heading for the 
Ukrainian capital, while Lviv 
regional Gov. Maksym Kozytskyi 

FWC seizes 
birds from 

family wildlife 
center

No accusations  
of mistreatment

By JOHN GUERRA
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING – Thunder the American bald 
eagle is well-known to families and school 
kids all over Highlands County.

The magnificent animal made his 
appearance last year at the West Sebring 
Volunteer Fire Department’s 911 Memorial 
dedication on the arm of David Wreade, 78, 
his long-time owner. Wrede (pronounced 
“Reed-y”) and his wife Karen own the 
Wrede Wildlife Education Center home to 
several red-shouldered hawks, red-tailed 
hawks, American kestrels, screech owls, and 
vultures.

Until the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission came and took 
his birds away, that is. The FWC arrived 
at their Wilderness Trail sanctuary on 
an August morning and confiscated a 
red-shouldered hawk, two red-tailed hawks, 
black vulture, turkey vulture, and a screech 
owl.

There is no indication in the FWC 

Whelen Engineering Cadillac 
wins 12 Hours of Sebring

Pfaff Porsche captures GTD Pro class
By ALLEN MOODY
CORRESPONDENT

SEBRING — The end of Saturday’s 
Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring became 
a parade of yellow. In the final two hours 
of the race there were four yellow flags, 
effectively turning the 12 Hours of Sebring 
into a sprint race, with teams trying to 
take advantage of different pit strategies 
to give them the best chance to win at the 
end. It was the No. 31 Whelen Engineering 
Cadillac that took the checkered flag after 
a late pile-up that took out the three race 
leaders.

Following the third yellow in the final 
two hours — the 11th caution of the 
race — No. 6 Porsche Penske Motorsport 
Porsche 963 quickly took the lead from 
the Whelen Engineering Cadillac, with 
the No. 10 Konica Minolta Acura moving 
into second place and the No. 7 Porsche 
moving up to third place. With just under 
20 minutes remaining, the No. 6 Porsche 
Penske made contact with the No. 10 
Konica Minolta Acura of Wayne Taylor 
Racing, who went off the track and came 
back on, only to take out several other cars.

“You don’t expect to be run off the road 
like that,” said Wayne Taylor. “That’s the 
way I saw it.”

The Whelen Engineering Cadillac was 
able to get past the wreck and move into 
the lead when the final yellow flag of 
the race came out. The race returned to 
green with five minutes remaining and 
Jack Aitken was able to bring the Cadillac 
home in front of the No. 25 BMW M Team 
RLL BMW, which finished second. The No. 
6 Porsche finished third.

It was the fourth win in the 12 Hours of 
Sebring for Pipo Derani, who shared the 

seat of the No. 31 Cadillac with Aitken and 
Alexander Sims.

“You got to be there at the end,” Derani 
said.

Racing near the front of the class wasn’t 
necessarily the place to be during the race.

The pole-sitting GTD car, the No. 93 
Racers Edge Motorsports with WTR Acura 
NSX GT3, was knocked out of the race 
due to contact with another car after 186 
laps, while the No. 57 Winward Racing 
Mercedes-AMG and the No. 16 Wright 
Motorsports Porsche 911 had contact in 
Turn 1 while battling for the GTD lead. 
The Mercedes saw the right front suspen-
sion break, knocking it out after 198 laps.

The No. 01 Ganassi Cadillac was 
looking strong in the lead with three hours 
remaining in the race when the back of 
the car caught on fire, forcing the Cadillac 
out of the race.

The No. 60 Meyer Shank Racing Acura 
lost a wheel with less than two hours 
remaining, bringing out a lengthy yellow 
flag. The race returned to green, but only 
for a couple of minutes before the No. 51 
Rick Ware Racing LMP2 lost a wheel that 

took out the No. 30 Jr III Racing LMP3, 
which had led the majority of the race in 
the LMP3 class.

The No. 8 Tower Motorsports LMP2 
of John Farano, Scott McLaughlin and 
Kyffin Simpson took the class win and 
finished third overall, while the No. 74 
Riley 74 Ranch Resort Ligier, driven by Gar 
Robinson, Felipe Fraga and Josh Burdon 
took home the LMP3 class victory.

In GTD Pro, it was the No. 9 Pfaff 
Motorsports Driveway.com / Motul / 
Motomaster / Porsche Centre Vaughan 
Porsche 911 GT3 R (992) of Klaus Bachler, 
Patrick Pilet and Laurens Vanthoor to take 
the class win.

In the GTD class, the No. 1 Paul Miller 
Racing TOTAL / UIS / Paul Miller Auto 
Group BMW M4 GT3 of Bryan Sellers, 
Madison Snow and Corey Lewis seemed 
to come out of nowhere in the final 40 
minutes to capture their second victory at 
Sebring.

“Today we had some luck on our side 
for sure,” Sellers said.

The Whelen Cadillac completed 322 
laps during the race.
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The No. 9 Pfaff Motorsports Porsche won the GTD Pro class of the 12 Hours of Sebring.

RICHARD PRINCE/CADILLAC

The No. 31 Cadillac V-Series.R driven by Pipo Derani, Alexander Sims and Jack Aitken won Saturday’s Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring.

COURTESY/WREDE WILDLIFE CENTER

David Wrede holds Thunder, his American bald 
eagle. Kids and adults have met Thunder at 
patriotic events, in schools, and at the Wrede 
Wildlife Center.
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