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Lake Wales Charter Schools to start 
semester virtually

By CHARLES A. BAKER III

Staff Writer

LAKE WALES – On Aug. 4, the Lake 
Wales Charter School Board of Trustees 
voted to reopen schools within the charter 
district on a virtual-only basis with the 
exception of Pre-K and Little Highlander 
Academy students, who will be taught in 
person beginning Aug. 24.

Additionally, all Lake Wales Charter 
Schools athletic activities have been 
canceled until further notice.

All LWCS staff will work on campus 
beginning Aug 14. The charter school 

board will reassess when and whether 
students return to in-person instruction.

L a k e  Wa l e s  C h a r t e r  S c h o o l s 
Superintendent Dr. Jesse L. Jackson said 
the board’s decision last week will give staff 
more time to make sure its schools are safe.

“Making the health, safety and well-being 
of students, teachers and staff a first priority 
is a guiding principle that we continue to 
use in our planning,” Jackson said. “Please 
know that we have spent many hours 
during the past few weeks vetting the varied 
concerns, interests and desires of students, 
parents and staff in the process.”
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Winter Haven’s
‘One Water’ initiative

taking shape
By CHARLES A. BAKER III

Staff Writer

WINTER HAVEN – On Aug. 10, the City of Winter Haven 
took another step toward self-funding its own plan to ensure 
future water supplies are sufficient, giving city staff approval 
to borrow $1.5 million to study a plan different from that of 
the Polk Regional Water Cooperative.

Already, as a member of the PRWC, the City of Winter 
Haven and every other municipality in the county —with 
the exception of Frostproof — have helped to pay for a $23 
million feasibility study to determine whether it is possible 
to build two Lower Floridan Aquifer (LFA) desalination 
plants in Polk County.

Contractors have determined that it is possible to remove 
salt water from the LFA under Polk County, to purify it using 
reverse osmosis and pump it out to all of the cities. However, 
concerns have arisen that this project could cost as much as 
$1 billion to build the water infrastructure.

Rather than accepting that proposal as their only option, 
city staff are proposing to partner with private developers 
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FHSAA meeting could decide way 

forward for high school sports

By CHRIS MAYER

Contributing Writer

When the Florida High School Athletic 
Association’s Board of Directors holds a 
much-anticipated meeting later this week at 
a hotel in Gainesville, a total of five months 
will have passed without sanctioned athletic 
competition.

The latest meeting, which is scheduled 

for Friday, Aug. 14, inside the Best Western 
Gateway Grand, marks the third time the 
FHSAA Board of Directors has convened 
since late July. 

The first reaffirmed a July 27 start date 
for the 2020 fall high school sports season, 
while the second came just days later and 
overturned the previous vote by postponing 
the beginning of the season to Aug. 24.

By CHARLES A. BAKER III

Staff Writer

POLK COUNTY – The invocation that began the Aug. 
4 meeting of the Lake Wales City Commission caused two 
commissioners to exit the chambers and led to nearly an 
hour of public debate.

Before Sarah Ray, a Haines City resident and the co-
founder of the Atheist Community of Polk County, gave a 
two-minute invocation, commissioners Al Goldstein and 
Curtis Gibson both stood up from the dais and walked out 
of commission chambers in protest.

Ray’s words centered primarily on peace between 
Americans with diverse beliefs.

Secular invocation 
causes stir
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