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Extended family members of the late Mimi Hardman pose for a photograph prior to the ribbon cutting of the Mimi 
Hardman Collections and Research Center on Saturday, Jan. 23. CHARLES A. BAKER III

IN BRIEF

AdventHealth 
physician: COVID-19 
hospitalizations may 
be leveling off

Fort Meade Library 
gets grant money

The number of people hospitalized with 

COVID-19 in AdventHealth’s Central Florida 

Division has dropped slightly, described as 

a “plateau” in the most recent surge, said 

Dr. Rebecca Gomez, a hospitalist and the 

chair of the internal medicine department at 

AdventHealth Orlando.

“We’re about plateauing — maybe starting 

to see a drop in that curve we were on from 

the winter surge,” Gomez said Jan. 28 during 

the AdventHealth Morning Briefing. “We’re 

discharging as many patients as are coming in.”

Gomez emphasized that the vaccine is key 

to ending the pandemic, but the community 

must continue to wear masks, practice social 

distancing and continue frequent handwashing 

to help bring down the number of infections.

Fort Meade Public Library has been selected 

as one of 200 libraries to participate in 

“Libraries Transforming Communities: Focus 

on Small and Rural Libraries,” an American 

Library Association (ALA) initiative that helps 

library workers better serve their small and 

rural communities.

The competitive award comes with a $3,000 

grant that will help the library purchase new 

or refurbished computers for checkout to 

community members so they can connect 

virtually to events. As part of the grant, staff 

will take an online course in how to lead 

conversations, a skill vital to library work today. 

Staff will then host online conversations with 

residents about improving library programs 

and use the grant funds to purchase computers 

so the community might take advantage of 

online opportunities and discussion forums 

in our community and beyond.

Bartow High band director recognized by 
statewide jury of peers

Mimi Hardman Collections and Research Center 
named for longtime Lake Wales advocate

By CATHY PALMER
Contributing Writer

Bartow High School is no stranger 
to accolades and neither is it's band 
director, Jon Eckman, who has 
overseen the program as his students 

have brought home myriad awards 
and recognitions over the years.  

But the award he received recently 
is different, since this time the award 
was his own.

Eckman is this year's recipient of 
the Oliver Hobbs Award. 

This award is not just for good 
band directors, it's for great ones, 
since it's given by a jury of peers.  It is 
presented by the Florida Bandmasters 
Association and, according to reports, 
is only given to the very best.

By CHARLES A. BAKER III
cbaker@d-r.media

Mimi Hardman dedicated a 
great deal of her time and efforts 
to bringing the community of Lake 
Wales together and keeping city 
history alive.

For her decades of community 
service, a historic building has 
been restored and named in her 
honor.

The ribbon cutting at the Mimi 
Hardman Collections and Research 
Center was Saturday, Jan. 23.

The new addition to the Lake 

Wales History Museum will 
allow for the growth and proper 
care of the museum’s 44-year-
old collection, future research, 
and public access to the more 
than 25,000 items of Lake Wales’ 
historical items dating back to the 
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