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Senate so far split neatly along  
party lines on impeachment

By ANDREW TAYLOR 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— The Senate is so far 
cleaving neatly along 
party lines in advance 
of Wednesday’s virtually 
certain votes to acquit 
President Donald Trump 
on two impeachment 
charges, with just two or 

three undecided mem-
bers even considering 
breaking with their party.

The chamber’s top 
Republican, Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell 
of Kentucky, again 
slammed the impeach-
ment drive of House 
Democrats as “the most 
rushed, least fair and 
least thorough” in history 

and confirmed that he 
will vote to acquit Trump.

The trial is cruising to 
impeachment tallies that 
will fall short of even a 
majority of the GOP-held 
Senate, much less the 
two-thirds required to re-
move Trump from office 
and install Vice President 
Mike Pence.

McConnell said the two 

charges against Trump — 
that he abused his power 
and obstructed Congress’ 
ensuing investigation 
— are “constitutionally 
incoherent” and don’t 
“even approach a case 
for the first presidential 
removal in American 
history.”
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Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska, left, and Sen. Sheldon White-
house, D-R.I., walk on Capitol Hill, Tuesday, Feb. 4, 2020, in 
Washington.

Hit and run 
driver in 

court today
Recently paroled 

from 2010 vehicular 
manslaughter charge

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Ryan Jamal 
Nowell, 28, of Avon Park 
has an arraignment today 
at 1 p.m. in front of Circuit 
Court Judge Anthony 
Ritenour.

He faces charges under 
traffic citations for leaving 
the scene of a recent Avon 
Park crash without giving 
information and for driv-
ing without a license. His arrest reports 
from the Highlands County Clerk of 
Courts, however, do not state he just got 
out of prison after 10 years of a 20-year 
sentence for vehicular manslaughter.

That wreck was on July 9, 2010, in/
around Destin. News reports at the time 
stated that at 1:15 a.m. that day, Nowell 
was eastbound on U.S. 98 when his car 
rear-ended another car, causing a four-
car chain-reaction wreck.

Nowell then threw his car in reverse 
and hit a fifth car, and then fled the scene 
through an adjacent parking lot.

An Okaloosa County deputy saw the 
damaged car and tried to pull him over, 
but Nowell accelerated through a red 
light, and then ran another light, hitting 
a pickup. Nowell’s car rolled over the 
median into oncoming traffic, where an 
SUV T-boned the car.

The wreck killed Nowell’s passenger, 
19-year-old Travis James Bowers.

Highlands News-Sun reports in 2010 
indicate the teens were both residents 
of Sebring at the time of the crash, but 
were in the Panhandle helping with an oil 
cleanup.

Nowell currently resides in Avon Park.
Travis Bowers mother, Deborah 

Bowers-Drummond, is livid and dis-
traught to find out Nowell wrecked again, 
so soon after parole, and that he made 
bail instead of being sent immediately 
back to prison.

“I allowed the State Attorney’s Office to 
split his sentence,” Bowers-Drummond 
said. “I thought he would make amends 
after 10 years.”

Bowers-Drummond, who gets alerts 
on changes in his status from the Florida 
state victim’s alert system, said he was 
paroled on Dec. 27. This most recent 
wreck took place at 3:33 a.m. Jan 20, less 
than a month later, on County Road 64, 
south of County Road 17A.

Highlands County deputies found 
a Ford Escape with front-end damage 
facing southeast at that spot with no 
driver present and an Ford F150 pickup 
with left-side damage facing west on the 
south shoulder.

Deputies learned the SUV driver had 
run, but they found, detained and identi-
fied him as Nowell.

Wauchula resident Bruce Edward 
Eaton, 49, told deputies his F150 was 
eastbound on CR 64 when the south-
bound SUV, without headlights on, ran 
a stop sign and hit him. Eaton also said 
the driver of the Escape looked nervous, 

‘Strangely Warmed’ coffee 
unites church services

Peruvian import coffee to help fund local, international missions 
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — What started as a few 
Methodist church members complain-
ing about the taste of their church 
service coffee has turned into a way to 
fund missions.

Now First Sebring Church imports 
and sells its own brand of coffee — 
“Strangely Warmed” — as a way not 
only to fund local and international 
missions, but also to help support 
workers throughout the process 
through a single source of free-trade 
coffee.

“It’s a dream within a dream,” Lead 
Pastor David Juliano said, “because 
[we] got tired of Dan [Andrews] grip-
ing about the poor church coffee.”

Like most institutional coffee 
service, the coffee served between the 
traditional and contemporary was 
a “big name” brand served from a 
stainless steel brewer/urn. Members 
like Dan Andrews didn’t like it.

“I told him, if you don’t like it, do 
something about it,” Juliano said.

With that permission, in the fall 
of 2018, Andrews and other church 
members took a small dining room 
off the main area of the Family Life 
Center and turned what Andrews 
called a “white, sterile environment” 
into a warm-toned coffee café with 
stuffed chairs and couches and two 
coffee bars.

Then, Andrews said, they “started 
rotating the flavor profiles” by trying 
out every variety of coffee at the 
grocery stores.

“You name it, we tried it,” Andrews 
said.

Then, in January 2019, a family 
going through a tough time came in to 
talk with Juliano. The wife, Shannon 
Salazar, now works in the main office.

The husband, Jerson Salazar, is a 
fellow Methodist from Peru who works 
for PeruFresh, an import company 
bringing in “superfoods” like ginger 
root and maca root, from places like 
Junín and Chanchamayo, Peru. He 
also imports arabica coffee from Peru, 
which has low acidity, bold aroma and 
a sweet aftertaste.

Salazar told Juliano he had direct 
connections to farmers who are 
members of the church and who grow 
coffee in Villa Rica, Peru, approximate-
ly 1,430-1,500 meters (4,600-5,200 
feet) above sea level in the Amazon 
basin, Salazar said.

“It’s the land of the finest coffee in 
the world,” Salazar said.

The coffee is freshly picked, sun-
dried and certified as both organic 
and free-trade, which means every 
worker throughout the process gets a 
fair wage for their work, he said.

Ironically, Salazar said, he’s not a 
big coffee drinker, but connoisseurs 
of coffee love the taste, which he 
attributes in part to taking the time to 
remove the skins, which add bit-
terness to coffee.

Andrews and Juliano bear that out. 
People have loved “Strangely Warmed” 
so much, they said, that their slogan 
is “Tastes good, Feels good, Does 
good,” in reference to the free-trade 
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At one end of the coffee café at First Sebring Church sits the roaster, at left, and the grinder 
that lets church members prepare the coffee shipped directly from Peru to make ‘Strangely 
Warmed,’ the church’s own brand of coffee. All proceeds from sales go to support local and 
international missions.
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Three amigos stand ready to serve ‘Strangely Warmed’ coffee at the coffee café at First Sebring Church on South Pine Street in Sebring. It’s 
a single-source Peruvian arabica coffee roasted and ground by church members and sold to finance missions. Pictured are, from left, Steve 
Slaybaugh, Lead Pastor David Juliano and Dan Andrews.
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Retailing for $10 per 12-ounce bag, 
‘Strangely Warmed’ coffee takes its name 
from John Wesley, depicted on the bag. The 
18th-century Anglican priest got a revival 
of faith in 1738 when, while attending a 
prayer meeting, he found his soul ‘strangely 
warmed’ with a renewed faith. First Sebring 
Church has used the phrase to name its 
imported Peruvian coffee, which will help 
fund local and international missions.COFFEE | 8A
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