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PAUL BEDARD VIA AP

In this Wednesday, Oct. 15, 2019 photo provided by Paul Bedard, Bedard 
raises a 9-foot alligator over his head at a home in Parkland. Bedard, a local 
trapper, removed the nuisance reptile that had jumped into a customer’s 
pool.

Alligators, pricey bananas and naked people: 2019 in Florida
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ST. PETERSBURG — In 2019, 
Florida Banana managed to 
eclipse Florida Man. From 
alligator antics to naked people 
doing wacky things, Florida 
did not disappoint in the weird 
news department this year.

In December, a Miami couple 
spent more than $100,000 on 
the “unicorn of the art world” 
— a banana duct-taped to a 
wall — during Art Basel. The 
piece was widely copied and 
mocked on social media, and 
then someone at the art fair 
ripped it off the wall and ate it.

Italian artist Maurizio 
Cattelan sold three editions 
of “Comedian,” each in the 

$120,000 to $150,000 range.
“We are acutely aware of the 

blatant absurdity of the fact 
that “Comedian” is an other-
wise inexpensive and perish-
able piece of produce and a 
couple inches of duct tape,” 
one couple that purchased the 
banana said. “Ultimately we 
sense that Cattelan’s banana 
will become an iconic historical 
object.”

Florida is known for many 
things. Sunshine, beaches and 
oranges. The magic of Disney 
and the glamour of South 
Beach. It’s also known for 
having the most bananas news 
in the United States.

As they often do, alligators 
topped the list of odd stories. 

Perhaps the most visually in-
teresting happened in October, 
when Paul Bedard, who is 
contracted with the state’s 
nuisance alligator program, 
responded to a call of a gator in 
a swimming pool in Parkland. 
Bedard “played” with the 8-foot 
long reptile until it became 
tired. Then he lifted it out of the 
water and held it over his head 
for an Instagram photo.

“I haven’t had a good-sized 
gator in a swimming pool in 
probably a year, so I was kind 
of looking forward to this when 
I got the call,” he said. The 
alligator was relocated to a 
wildlife park.

The Highlands News-Sun will close its 
office at noon Tuesday, Dec. 31 and will 
be closed Wednesday, Jan. 1 in observance 
of New Year’s Day. The office will reopen 
at 8 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 2.

Office closing 
early Tuesday By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Three wrecks 
within one hour Saturday 
afternoon had county and 
Sebring city responders busy 
clearing roads and tending to 
injured.

One of the wrecks tempo-
rarily closed U.S. 27 just south 
of Lake Josephine Drive. Five 
patients were transported, 
but all injuries were minor, 
according to Highlands 
County Fire Rescue.

Units from Stations 19, 
17 and 36 were dispatched 
shortly after 4 p.m., including 

Engine 19-1, and Medic Units 
17-1, 17-2 and 36-1.

Battalion Chief 2 also 
responded to the wreck.

Meanwhile, Sebring city 
police and firefighters had to 
contend with a 17-year-old 
who lost control while travel-
ing fast down Lakeview Drive, 
just south of Kenilworth 
Boulevard.

Police Cpl. Sean Bueford 
reported that the driver lost 
control on the wet pavement 
in front of Jimmy’s Greek 
American Grill, just north of 
Villa Road.

Wrecks keep responders busy Saturday
All injuries minor

PHIL ATTINGER/STAFF

Sebring police and firefighters from West Sebring Volunteer Fire 
Department push a crippled Toyota Corolla off the road after a wreck 
late Saturday afternoon. Police Cpl. Sean Bueford, one of the men at 
the back of the car, said there were no injuries in the wreck between 
the car and a Ford F250 crew cab pickup, but charges are pending 
investigation.

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — More than two years 
after Hurricane Irma hit and left Florida, 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency has provided funds to the state 
for debris removal.

Specifically, FEMA has awarded 
$37.8 million to the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection to help 
defray the costs of cleaning up after 
submerged debris left by Irma, under 
FEMA’s Public Assistance Program.

These FEMA funds will reimburse 
the state for what it cost to remove 
and dispose of submerged debris from 
waterways statewide from Oct. 18, 2017 
to March 3, 2018.

Contractors working for the state 
submitted 234 individual contract 
invoices for a variety of work including 
debris monitoring and removing an 
estimated 220,304 cubic yards of debris 
from waterways.

Funding for this Public Assistance 
(PA) project is authorized under 
Sections 403 of the Robert T. Stafford Act 
for Florida to cover Hurricane Irma-
related expenses, reimbursing eligible 
applicants for the cost of debris remov-
al; life-saving emergency protective 
measures; and the repair, replacement 
or restoration of disaster-damaged facil-
ities like buildings, roads and utilities.

It is unknown if Highlands County 
officials would be making grant applica-
tions to FDEP, now that the state agency 
has been replenished of funding. Road 
and Bridge Director Kyle Green did 
express interest in submitting grant ap-
plications for a few projects, if possible.

Highlands County’s waterways were 
affected by Irma wind, rain and debris, 
resulting in some drainage culverts 
failing and/or washing out. The county 
did receive reimbursement for debris 
removal directly from FEMA, and reim-
bursement for repairs and replacement 
of drainage infrastructure, but not for 
the cost of upgrades, which both Green 
and County Engineer Clinton Howerton 
Jr. found necessary in some locations.

FEMA reports that its Public 
Assistance program provides grants to 
state, tribal, and local governments, 
and certain types of private non-profit 
organizations including some houses of 
worship, to help communities respond 
to and recover from major disasters or 
emergencies quickly.

FEMA awards FDEP 

$37.8M for Irma 

reimbursement

By KIM LEATHERMAN
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING – The presents have been 
opened, the leftovers are almost gone 
the piles of wrapping paper corralled 
to the garbage. Now it’s time to relax. 
Or so you thought, the tree that took 
so long to put up and decorate stands 
as a reminder it has to be dealt with.

Should it just be taken down and 
tossed out for the yard debris or cut 
up for firewood? After spending the 
money on a real tree, it seems like get-
ting an alternate use justifies the price. 
However, if you do decide to toss a 
real tree in the yard debris, Highlands 
County’s Waste Connections said to 
make sure it is under 6 feet and they 
will pick it up on the normal yard 
debris day. When tossing the artificial 

trees, Waste Connection said to make 
sure it is also under 6 feet in length 
and put it with bulk.

An artificial tree can be given new 
life with spray paint and an imagi-
nation. It can be left out all year and 
decorated for the corresponding 
season.

A more eco-friendly way to handle a 
real tree is to make a bird or fish feeder 
out of it. According to the National 
Christmas Tree Association, the first 
step is to make sure to strip the tree 
of any ornaments, bows and tinsel, 
etc. To make a bird feeder, prop the 
tree against a fence or leave the stand 
in place and bring the tree outside 
to a nice spot in the garden. The tree 
will act as a bird sanctuary. As the 

Recycling real and artificial 
Christmas trees
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This old artificial tree was given a new 
coat of spray paint and will stay out of the 
dumpster for another year.

NATIONAL CHRISTMAS TREE ASSOCIATION/COURTESY

Some people chip their Christmas trees and use the mulch in their yards.
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