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Wednesday crash claims life of former  
Hardee County Sheriff ’s major

By JOHN GUERRA
STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — A retired 
Hardee County Sheriff’s 
detective was among 
three people killed in 
a two-vehicle crash on 
State Road 64 near Avon 
Park Airport Wednesday 
evening, the Hardee 
County Sheriff’s Office 

said.
Retired 

Major Paul 
“Eddie” 
Davis, 52, 
was driving 
west on 
State Road 
64 when 
the crash 
occurred 

shortly after 4:30 p.m., the 

Florida Highway Patrol 
said.

Davis, who once ran 
for Hardee County 
Sheriff, was in a Dodge 
pickup truck pulling a 
trailer when a second 
pickup truck, traveling 
east on State Road 64, 
“for unknown reasons 
failed to maintain a 
single lane and crossed 

the centerline,” the FHP 
report on the accident 
said.

The front left end on 
each vehicle collided with 
the other, FHP said. The 
impact pushed the en-
gines of each vehicle into 
the driver compartment. 
The truck driven by Davis 
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A Chevy pickup truck came to rest in the east-bound lane of 
State Road 64 Wednesday evening. Both of its occupants – a 
29-year-old Bowling Green, Fla., man and a 35-year-old Avon 
Park woman – died in the crash.

Mothers tell 
School Board 
of life-saving 

ECG
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Two mothers whose sons 
played prep sports informed the School 
Board of Highlands County about the 
importance of ECG/electrocardiogram 
screenings for student athletes.

At its Tuesday meeting, the School 
Board approved an agreement with 
the non-profit Who We Play For and 
AdventHealth for very low cost ($20) 
sports physicals and ECG screenings.

Marianne Hendrix from Brevard 
County said when her son was preparing 
to play college football he received an 
ECG screening, through Who We Play For, 
which showed his heart had an abnormal 
rhythm.

“They saved his life; instead of him 
dying on a football field,” she said.

Her son played football since he was 6 
years old and got to the collegiate level 
without them knowing there was an issue 
with his heart, Hendrix said. In 2017, 
when her son was screened, it was the 
very first year the college did the ECG 
screenings.

The cardiologist said her son was a tick-
ing timebomb and they could be sitting 
in the stands watching her son catch a 
pass, run to the end zone and score a 
touchdown and then fall down dead.

“That’s pretty scary,” Hendrix said.
Her son had three surgeries to correct 

the issue with his heart.
He recently graduated from college 

with a degree in biomedical sciences and 
is getting ready to go to medical school to 
be a pediatric cardiologist and give back 
by helping others with medical challeng-
es, Hendrix said.

Sadly, Connie Denney, of Bradenton, 
told of a much different course of events 
almost 30 years ago, when her son died 
on the playing field.

“My son was a very athletic kid; you 
would have never thought anything was 
wrong,” she said. While playing high 
school football in Citrus County, the 
whistle blew at the end of a play and he 
dropped dead.

“I don’t want another parent to go 
through what I went through,” she said.

Who We Play For Executive Director 
Evan Ernst said what the Highlands 
District is doing now is becoming the sev-
enth school district in Florida to require 
an ECG screening for student athletes.

The results so far is that nearly 200 kids 
have been identified with serious heart 
conditions, he said.

Ernst said it is much easier to 

”It’s a big deal”

Rally this weekend in support of Cubans
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Cuban citizens have 
spent the week in protest against their 
government amid acute shortages 
of food and medicine and extended 
blackouts in tropical heat.

People in Highlands County have 
circulated flyers this week to hold a 
rally Saturday afternoon in support 
of Cubans. The notices ask people to 
bring flags and gather from 3-5 p.m. in 
the parking lot of Sebring Square Plaza 
in Sebring.

Flyers also recommend people visit 
an eatery in the corner of the plaza.

John “Jack” Nelson, former president 
of The Highlands Tea Party, said an 
affiliate has set it up, and has asked 
people to show up with flags and signs 
in support of the people of Cuba.

“It’s a big deal,” Nelson said, noting 
that people there have not protested 
against communist control since the 
1960s. “[So] we’re going to voice our 
support for them.”

The plan is to have people eat 
afterward at Havana Restaurant and 
Bakery, 2912 U.S. 27 North, Nelson 

said.
News reports, from both U.S. and 

foreign outlets, have stated that the 
island nation has seen at least 100 
people go missing or get arrested since 
widespread protests on Sunday, with 
at least one person killed Monday.

Reportedly, these are the largest 
protests on the island in decades, with 
Cubans complaining about food and 
medicine shortages during a severe 
economic crisis, exacerbated by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 60 years of 
U.S. economic sanctions against Cuba.

People have formed lines for blocks 
to buy whatever they can at stores, 
news reports state, with increasing 
difficulties brought on by inflation and 
blackouts.

Sen. Marco Rubio of Miami has 
spoken in support of the protestors, 
encouraging action by the current 
administration. His parents immi-
grated from Cuba in 1956, according 
to his biography, in the middle of the 
Cuban Revolution, which started in 
July 1953 and ended on Dec. 31, 1958, 
when rebels under Fidel Castro ousted 
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A Highlands County resident waves the 
Cuban flag at an impromptu rally Tuesday 
night at the parking lot of Sebring Square 
Plaza in Sebring. Another rally is scheduled 
for 3-5 p.m. Saturday in the same spot for 
the same reason: To show support for Cuban 
citizens currently protesting their living 
conditions under that government.

RUTH ANNE LAWSON/STAFF

‘SOS Cuba’ reads a sign at an impromptu rally held Tuesday night by members of Sebring’s Hispanic community at the Sebring Square parking 
lot in Sebring. ‘Libertad, Patricia y Vida’ translates as ‘Liberty, Homeland and Life,’ an amended version of the long-standing Castro-regime 
oath imposed on Cuban citizens – ‘Homeland or Death.’
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