
HIGHLANDS NEWS-SUN
VOL. 101 | NO. 121 | $1.00      YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 1919        An Edition Of The Sun

Thursday, April 30, 2020

Lottery ........................... A2
TV Listings ....................... A7

Classifieds ......................B3-4
Comics .........................B5-8

Viewpoints ....................... A6
Weather .......................... A8

Good morning To
Paul Otto

Thanks for reading! newssun.com
facebook.com/
newssun

twitter.com/
TheNewsSun

Florida governor takes first  
‘baby step’ to reopening state

By BRENDAN FARRINGTON and  
TERRY SPENCER 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — Florida’s 
restaurants and retail stores will be 
allowed to reopen Monday at 25% 
capacity, if the local government al-
lows it, Gov. Ron DeSantis announced 
Wednesday, as the state begins the 
slow climb from the economic abyss 
caused by the coronavirus.

The governor specifically excluded 

hard-hit, heavily populated Miami-
Dade, Broward and Palm Beach 
counties, saying their businesses will 
begin phase one when it is safer.

His order will also allow hospitals 
and surgical centers to restart nones-
sential, elective procedures in the rest 
of the state — but only if they have 
sufficient medical supplies and agree 
to help nursing homes and assisted 
living facilities prevent and respond 
to coronavirus outbreaks. Parks, golf 
courses and other outdoor recreation 

areas already began reopening in 
some counties Wednesday.

DeSantis, a Republican, is being 
more cautious than the neighboring 
state of Georgia, as well as the task 
force DeSantis formed last week to 
study how to get people back to work. 
The task force suggested restaurants 
could operate at 50% capacity, but the 
governor is easing in more slowly. He 
said earlier this week that Florida will 
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Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis gestures during a COVID-19 news 
conference Monday, April 27, 2020, at the Tampa General 
Hospital in Tampa.

Highlands COVID-19 total holds at 81
National number tops 1 million

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Highlands County 
stayed with 81 COVID-19 cases as of 
Wednesday morning’s update from 
Florida Department of Health. The 
most recent change had been one more 
person on Tuesday, with some of the 
more recent cases including a preteen, a 
teen and an adult in their 30’s.

That total number of cases still has 
only one non-resident, who also was 
among the 29 total number hospitalized 
in Highlands due to the novel corona-
virus. All other hospitalizations were 
residents.

Highlands County as seen seven 
deaths attributed to the virus, with the 
most recent death on April 11.

Case numbers, based on zip codes, 
give Highlands 38 cases in Sebring, 
27 in Avon Park, 11 in Lake Placid and 

three in Venus.
Clewiston, which covers the entire 

eastern part of Hendry County, has a 
relatively high number of cases with 
61, up from Tuesday’s total of 54, which 
is the same number of cases reported 
Wednesday in Brandon, just one munic-
ipality of many in Hillsborough County.

The most recent Highlands County 
case increases include three from 
Sunday: a 12-year-old female, a 16-year-
old female and a 38-year-old male, 
whose case is listed as travel related 
(Florida and Mississippi). The two girls 
are reported to have been in contact 
with another positive case.

A new case reported Monday was a 
57-year-old male.

Of the 1,127 tested in Highlands, 
1,036 tested negative for COVID-19, 
one was inconclusive and nine are still 

Seniors want 
traditional 
graduation 
ceremony

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The vast majority of 
high school seniors, who responded to 

Superintendent Brenda 
Longshore’s survey, do not 
want a virtual graduation 
ceremony.

Due to the current 
COVID-19 social distancing 
measures some school 
districts in Florida have 
planned virtual graduations 
while others are looking to 
postpone the event until 

summer.
Longshore said Wednesday, “The stu-

dents have spoken loudly that they want 
a face-to-face traditional graduation.”

Less than 9% approved of having a 
virtual ceremony, she said.

In the questionnaire that went to 
seniors, they were asked if holding the 
graduation in a sports field to maintain 
social distancing should be considered.

A very large percentage said they 
would be glad to have it in a sports field, 
Longshore said. Among those surveyed, 
93% answered “yes” to a sports field if 
that was an option.

Maintaining social distance with a large 
number of family members and guests 
would be the issue with having the cer-
emonies in an auditorium environment, 
she said.

Governor Ron DeSantis’ Wednesday 
announcement on the state’s reopen-
ing plans will likely affect the district’s 
discussions on where and when to hold 
the graduation ceremonies.

“We will see if the governor makes 
some decisions today and begins to roll 
out some more directives,” Longshore 
said. There will be another meeting 

A prom to remember
Virtual event gives 

seniors their last dance
By RUTH ANNE LAWSON

STAFF WRITER

This good news story 
sponsored by America’s 
Best Hearing, 4119 Sun 
N’ Lake Blvd., Sebring, FL 
33872; 863-210-2764.

Nothing has been 
normal or traditional 
for this year’s graduat-
ing class or any of the 
students. One of their 
biggest disappointments 
was missing out on prom. 
The City Electric Supply 
(CES) Sebring branch 
joined several community 
members to put on an 
unconventional prom for 
local students. Jeremy 
Daugherty, of Mobile 
Music and More, provid-
ed the music and video 
for the area’s first virtual 
prom.

CES Branch Manager 
Kip Doty stated, “We 
helped sponsor a vir-
tual prom night. It was 
something we haven’t 
done before, but when we 

were approached to be a 
part of this, we thought 
it was a great idea. Most 
of these kids won’t get to 
experience prom, so this 
was just a way for us to 
give back and try to give 
them something positive 
to remember during this 
hard time.”

Cross Fit Sebring do-
nated the space for the DJ 
to set up all the speakers, 
lights and cameras.

“About eight people 
were onsite just to mon-
itor comments, handle 
giveaways and make sure 
everything ran smoothly. 
The best part was that 
students got to dress 
up and request songs 
through the comments 
and we got to sponsor 
the food. We gave money 
directly to the students 
to get a free pizza from 
a local pizza shop,” Doty 
said.

Over 400 students from 
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Lake Placid High School senior Kasi Lorenzo attended the virtual prom set up 
over the weekend.
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City Electric Services was one of the local businesses to help put 
on the virtual prom for Highlands County seniors.
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