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Suffering from cancer, Gennadiy Shaposhnikov, 83, rests in his 
partially destroyed home which was hit by Russian shelling last 
fall in Kalynivske, Ukraine, Saturday.

Smith’s Stand Your Ground defense  
to be determined soon

By JOHN GUERRA
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING – A customer testified 
how an angry Roosevelt Shavon Smith 
III repeatedly stabbed 7-Day Store 
owner Dharmik Patel in April 2020.

Smith, who is charged with sec-
ond-degree murder in Patel’s death, 
argued Stand Your Ground self-de-
fense on Friday afternoon with the 
help of his lawyer, Assistant Public 

Defender Bruce Carter.
The male witness, who had gone 

into Patel’s store to purchase lottery 
tickets, said Smith was behind him in 
line as Patel served customers from 
behind bullet-proof glass.

To be polite, the witness let Smith 
go first.

“I know it takes a good bit of time 
to punch lottery numbers in,” the 
witness said. “I didn’t want to be in a 
rush and forget a number.”

Smith asked Patel if he could check 
the balance on his debit card, but 
Patel told him he couldn’t do that. As 
a rule, store owners and cashiers can’t 
access that information.

Smith became angry when Patel 
refused his request.

“(Smith) was saying it was messed 
up that he couldn’t check his card, he 
got kind of upset,” the witness said. 
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Roosevelt Shavon Smith III argues Stand Your Ground 
self-defense on Friday afternoon with the help of his 
lawyer, Assistant Public Defender Bruce Carter. Smith 
is charged with second-degree murder in the death of 
7-Day Store owner Dharmik Patel in April 2020.

Russians gone from Ukraine 
village, fear and hardship remain

By SAMYA KULLAB 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

KALYNIVSKE, Ukraine (AP) — When 
night falls in Tatiana Trofimenko’s 
village in southern Ukraine, she pours 
sunflower oil that aid groups gave her 
into a jar and seals it with a wick-fitted 
lid. A flick of a match, and the make-
do candle is lit.

“This is our electricity,” Trofimenko, 
68, says.

It has been over 11 weeks since 
Ukrainian forces wrested back 
her village, Kalynivske, in Kherson 
province, from Russian occupation. 
But liberation has not diminished the 

hardship for residents, both those re-
turning home and the ones who never 
left. In the peak of winter, the remote 
area not far from an active front line 
has no power or water. The sounds of 
war are never far.

Russian forces withdrew from the 
western side of the Dnieper River, 
which bisects the province, but 
remain in control of the eastern side. 
A near constant barrage of fire from 
only a few kilometers away, and the 
danger of leftover mines leaving many 
Ukrainians too scared to venture out, 
has rendered normalcy an elusive 
dream and cast a pall over their 
military’s strategic victory.

Still, residents have slowly trickled 
back to Kalynivske, preferring to live 
without basic services, dependent 
on humanitarian aid and under the 
constant threat of bombardment than 
as displaced people elsewhere in their 
country. Staying is an act of defiance 
against the relentless Russian attacks 
intended to make the area unlivable, 
they say.

“This territory is liberated. I feel it,” 
Trofimenko says. “Before, there were 
no people on the streets. They were 
empty. Some people evacuated, some 
people hid in their houses.”

AP vacates 
properties for 

Twin Lakes Resort
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — As site work continues 
on a major housing project in the City of 
Charm, the City Council gave final approval 
to a request from the developer to vacate 
two small unused parcels of land.

At its December meeting, the City 
Council approved the closure of the shell 
rock section of South Lake Avenue at the 
request of the adjacent property owner 
– Boston Mining Company. Site work is 
underway on the project called Twin Lakes 
at Avon Park Resort.

At its Jan. 9 meeting, council approved 
the first reading of an ordinance to vacate 
the properties.

At that meeting, Justin Ham, of the 
planning and design firm Kimley-Horn, 
said, “The key takeaways here, it is unused 
right of way except for farming operations 
so there are no community impacts to this 
vacation and it is just a continuation of the 
previous approval to allow a development 
as it continues to take shape.”

One area that was vacated, Ham de-
scribed as a little sliver of land near the 
southwest corner of the Boston Mining 
Property.

The other right of way was a sand cut 
road for farming operations. From South 
Lake Avenue, at Ernest E. Sims Street, the 
road goes west and ends at the eastern 
shore of Lake Anoka.

At Monday’s meeting, council unan-
imously approved the second and final 
reading of the ordinance vacating the 
properties.

There are plans to build more than 300 
houses in the area north of Lake Lelia.

Twin Lakes at Avon Park is part of 
Sunlight Resorts. Their website states, 
“Coming Spring 2023. Come and live in 
the sunshine in one of our brand-new 
homes for rent. Enjoy living in a high-end, 
3-bedroom 2-bathroom home situated in a 
luxurious Sunlight Resort community with 
all the resort-style amenities we’re known 
for.”

Sunlight Resorts has five other loca-
tions, either open or under construction, 
including Resort at Canopy Oaks east of 
Lake Wales, which the company touts as, 
“Florida’s newest, contemporary, luxury 
RV resort and cottage community,” which 
opened in December 2020.

Arcadia Acres, coming in spring 2023 in 
Arcadia, appears to be similar to Twin Lakes 
with rental homes.

Renovation ramps up

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — It’s like a new game in 
town for skateboarders experiencing 
the City of Sebring’s newly renovated 
skatepark near Charlie Brown Park.

Frank Branca was an advocate for 
the skatepark built about 15 years ago 
and nextdoor, he had a skateboard 
shop. He closed that business when he 
relocated to work in videography and 
photography.

He moved back to Sebring in 2020 
when the COVID pandemic started, 
which affected the live entertainment 
industry.

Branca was able to work from home, 
so he worked from his old skateboard 
shop, which now houses his dad’s air 
conditioning business.

He was informed about a newspaper 
story on the proposed upgrading to 
the skateboard park and wanted to get 
involved.

Skateboarding and skateboard 
construction has advanced so much 
over the years. Branca said h wanted 
to get involved in the renovation so it 
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Renovation work recently at the City of Sebring’s skatepark.
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A jackhammer is used to remove concrete during the recent renovation of the City of Sebring’s 
skatepark.

Sebring skatepark 
gets facelift
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