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In & Around Bushnell
Light Up Bushnell definitely delivered 

with sparkle, magic and community cheer, 
according to event coordinator Kelli Barnes.

“We kicked off the evening with a spectac-
ular lighted Christmas parade where the First 
Baptist Church of Bushnell brought home the 
top prize,” she said.

The Light Up Bushnell residential decora-
tions winner was the Driesenga family, while 
Martha’s Flower Shop took the business title. 

The parade and downtown event were 
held last Saturday evening at Marge A. Thies 
Plaza Park.

Barnes expressed her gratitude to everyone 
who entered.

There were three gingerbread house win-
ners – first went to Adam Wayte, second to 
Alexis Gabriel and third went to Grayson 
Yarborough.

“The kids loved visiting Santa and Mrs. 
Claus, where they received extra-large candy 
canes, Santa hats and such,” she said, adding 
her gratitude to Wade Law and Marketside 
Equipment.

“After telling Santa their wish-list, they 
headed to the Lowery’s True Value tent where 
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Community lights up Bushnell with Christmas funCommunity lights up Bushnell with Christmas fun
they were given hot cocoa and a cookie.”

Adams and Adams sponsorsed the gin-
gerbread competition and Connie Mahan 
and her crew helped children prepare their 
letters to Santa.

The City had more than 20 bicycles that 
were given away, as well as a 65-inch tele-
vision.

Woodard and Curran, Century 21 Prime 
Properties and some private donors made 
that possible.

The horse drawn sleigh and wagon were 
sponsored by ACMS and Randy Mask and his 
team from the Sumter County Tax Collector’s 
Office coordinated a cake walk that the kids 
and parents loved, she said.

“The Grinch, Cindy Lou Who and Max 
crashed the party, bringing big smiles to 
many children. Movies in the Park played 
throughout the evening.”

Envy Wellness and Spa supplied cookies for 
kids to decorate and eat and holiday music 
was provided by the First Baptist Church of 
Bushnell.

The event included a lighted night parade along Main Street.

The City of Bushnell float – by day with some of the 

staff and volunteers.

The City of Bushnell float by night, moving along Main Street during the parade. Watching the parade, participating in the fun.

Santa, the Mrs., a giant 

Christmas treeand the 

crowd were the perfect 

recipe for a holiday night 

out.

Santa, Mrs. Claus and some elf helpers, Kaleb Browdy (left), Ricky Tenorio (front) and Imani Grey (right), were on hand to ensure the event was fun for all.

The Grinch, Cindy Lou Who and friends 

crashed the party, bringing smiles to the kids, 

according to event coordinator Kelli Barnes.


