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 Metter voter Carla Collins shared this 
picture on Facebook, taken at 7 a.m. on 
Election Day Tuesday morning, of vot-
ers at the Jack Strickland Building. 
 Lines were already waiting before 
the polls were open in the U.S. Senate 
run-o�  races between Republican Kelly 
Loe�  er and Democrat Raphael War-
nock and between Republican incum-
bent David Perdue and Democrat Jon 
Osso� . 
 This race has captured the attention 
of the entire nation as the balance of 
power in the U.S. Senate hinges on the 

results of Georgia’s votes. Should the 
Republicans win, the balance of power 
will be slightly in favor of the GOP with 
52-48 seats.
 If Democrats win, there will be a 50-
50 split, and tie breaker votes will be 
made by Democrat Kamala Harris as 
vice president. If the votes are split, the 
Republican party will maintain a slim 
51-49 lead majority in the Senate.
 Election results will be posted at met-
teradvertiser.com, on breaking news 
and on the newspaper’s Facebook page 
as they become available.

Lining up to vote

 The Better Business 
Bureau is putting out a 
warning as new stimulus 
checks start to go out.
 The BBB says it is al-
ready getting reports of 
scammers contacting peo-
ple, claiming you need to 
provide personal informa-
tion to receive the funds.
 Experts say you should 
not respond to any text 
messages, emails, or 
“robo” calls claiming 
information is required 
to receive your stimulus 
check.
 Some scammers have 
also been saying there are 
processing fees.
 In some cases, Ameri-
cans may receive a debit 
card worth the amount 
of a stimulus check, but 
it's always a good idea to 

Second round of stimulus 
checks trigger news scams

confi rm to make sure it's 
legitimate before using it.
 The BBB adds to never 
click on unsolicited links, 
and if you get a call from 
someone claiming to be 
the IRS, do not give out 
your personal informa-
tion. Instead, they say, 
you can always call the 
IRS directly to see if 
someone is, in fact, look-
ing for you.
 Anyone who claims 
they can get your stimu-
lus money to 
you faster is a 
scammer be-
cause there 
is no such 
process, ac-
cording to the 
Federal Trade 
Commission.
 Be on the 

lookout for anyone claim-
ing they can get your pay-
ment to you immediately 
via wifi  transfer, credit, 
prepaid debit or a gift 
card. 
 The FTC reports that 
$20.9 million in fraud oc-
curred during the fi rst 
round of stimulus checks 
related to scammers 
claiming they would send 
the payment via credit 
card, followed by debit 
card and cash app scams.

by Jerri Goodman
 Penalties and interest 
on property taxes that 
were due on Dec. 20 will 
be waived on payments 
received through 5 p.m. 
this Friday, Jan. 8.
 The decision, approved 
by commissioners on 
Monday night, was made 
after the Tax Commis-
sioner’s o�  ce had to close 
briefl y during the busy 
“grace period” for paying 
taxes.
 Tax Commissioner Ja-
son Grimes, who took 
o�  ce Jan. 1, explained 
to commissioners that 
during the week of New 
Year’s, the o�  ce was 
closed before lunch on 

Tuesday and did not 
open until after 3 p.m. on 
Wednesday due to COVID 
protocols and then the 
o�  ce closed at noon on 
Thursday for New Year’s.
 Additionally, Grimes 
said, for various reasons 
there was a shortage of 
personnel in the o�  ce in 
December, which has led 
to payments received by 
mail not being processed. 
 Typically, the grace 
period on interest and 
penalties ends on Dec. 31 
and charges are assessed 
in January. The county’s 
vote on Monday autho-
rized Grimes to waive 
those fees. 
 During the meeting, 

Penalties, interest 
waived on taxes

Grimes also announced 
that the o�  ce will be 
closed on Jan. 14-15 for 
training and software up-
grades for the motor ve-
hicle system. 
 Those who owe the 
“birthday tax” during this 
time are reminded that 
the o�  ce will be closed 
and they should prepare 
to pay in advance. This is 
important in the event of 
a tra�  c stop in order to 
have current registration 
on record. However, com-
missioners agreed that 
penalties and interest can 
be waived if “birthday 
tax” payments are not re-
ceived until Tuesday, Jan. 
19.

 Because of COVID con-
cerns, some Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. celebrations 
will look a little di� erent 
in Candler County this 
year. But the Candler 
County Cultural Center 
Committee and Candler 
County Branch NAACP 
are still hosting tradition-
al commemorations.
 The annual Emancipa-
tion Proclamation Pro-
gram was held Jan. 1 at 
New Hope MB Church.
 On Sunday, Jan. 17, the 

annual Observance Day 
Program will also be held 
at New Hope in Register. 
The program will begin at 
2 p.m.
 The annual parade will 
be held Monday, Jan. 18, at 
2 p.m. Line-up will begin 
at 1 p.m. at Metter Police 
Department on East Lil-
lian St. 
 Rev. Calvin Boykin will 
serve as parade grand 
marshal. 
 There is no need to pre-
register for the parade. 

MLK Day events planned
All fl oats, individuals, 
churches, clubs, groups, 
riders, walkers, bikers, 
golf/go-carts, horses and 
other entries should just 
report at 1 p.m. at MPD to 
be included in the line-up.
 All fl oats will be judged 
for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place 
awards.
 The theme for this year’s 
MLK celebration is “Unit-
ed to Eliminate Racial 
Discrimination, and Let 
Equality and Justice Pre-
vail.”

 Candler County Hos-
pital remains on COVID 
diversion, which means 
beds dedicated for the 
pandemic are full as of 
press time Tuesday.
 What that does not 
mean, however, is that the 
hospital is unable to care 
for anyone who needs to 
be treated.
 “We are not refusing 
patients,” said Marty Ray, 
director of 
public re-
lations for 
CCH. “We 
are just 
trying to 
fi gure out 
how best to 
place them. 
We evalu-
ate every 
patient in-
dividually 
and make 
d e c i s io n s 
that are 
best for the 
patients.”
 The hos-
pital has 
four venti-
lators and 
eight rooms dedicated 
to COVID-19 inpatients. 
All of these are presently 
fi lled with COVID inpa-
tients.
 “The hospital has seen 
an increase in COVID-19 
patients,” Ray said. “Per-
sonal Protective Equip-
ment (PPE) resources 
have been utilized to 
protect both sta�  and 
patients. However, PPE 
availability has been con-
sistent with our needs. 
PPE resources are moni-
tored on a daily basis and 

we do not at this time have 
a shortage.
 “While I can’t predict 
the future, CCH does not 
anticipate a shortage of 
PPE in the immediate 
future based on current 
availability.”  
 Presently, CCH is work-
ing in collaboration with 
Augusta University Medi-
cal Center through a criti-
cal care telemedicine pro-

gram where patients are 
seen by critical care pro-
viders at Augusta Univer-
sity Medical Center which 
enables CCH to treat CO-
VID-19 patients with the 
best protocols to help fa-
cilitate a speedy recovery.  
 At press time, CCH 
was planning for three 
discharges from the CO-
VID-19 unit and will con-
tinue to monitor, evaluate 
and treat patients based 
on their severity.

Vaccines available for 

Hospital remains ready
to help COVID patients
Vaccines now being given 
to front-line workers 

front-line workers
 On Monday, the hospi-
tal began administering 
COVID-19 vaccinations 
to front-line healthcare 
workers and fi rst respond-
ers in Candler County.
 “This has been done on 
a volunteer basis,” Ray 
said, “and an opportunity 
was given to all Candler 
County fi rst responders. 
To clarify some questions, 

the vaccine has a 
limited shelf life 
and logistically 
some decisions 
have to be made 
in real time. CCH 
will continue to 
work to make 
sure all person-
nel who choose 
will have access 
to the COVID-19 
vaccine.”

Vaccine 
distribution

for the 
general public

 The hospital is 
presently work-
ing with State 
and Federal pro-

grams to facilitate the dis-
tribution of vaccines for 
the general public.
 “Currently, State and 
Federal regulations out-
line who can receive the 
vaccine,” Ray said. “This 
is a fl uid process and CCH 
will make every e� ort 
to participate in the vac-
cine distribution process. 
Once vaccines are avail-
able for community dis-
tribution, Candler County 
Hospital will make them 
available through Can-
dler Medical Group.”


