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 Pictured, left to right: Ian Glanton, boys’ golf; Laura 
Kate Kessler, girls’ golf; America Santiago, girls’ 
tennis; Skyler Woods,  boys tennis, Bennet Church, 
boys’ soccer; Tori Howard, girls’ soccer; Antoine 
DeLoach, baseball; Athletic Director Vicki Bowen; 

Tamara Walker, girls’ track & field; Lantis Tobin, 
boys’ track & field; Fernandez Burke, boys’ track & 
field; Patricia Mason, girls’ cross country; William 
Salinas, boys’ cross country; Taj Hobbs, football; Broc 
Altman, boys’ basketball.

It’s a great day to be a Tiger athlete!
 For their outstanding 
achievements in the 2020-
21 school year, the Metter 
High School athletic 
program has received 
the prestigious Region’s 
Bank Director’s Cup for 
2021 Region 3A-Public. 
The award is sponsored 
by the Georgia Athletic 
Director’s Association.
 The award is based 
on a point system, with 
points assigned for each 

sport based on their 
performance in the 
season. The MHS boys’ 
teams that advanced to 
the state playoffs placed 
second overall in the state 
in Class A Director’s Cup, 
while the girls’ teams 
that advanced to the state 
playoffs played 17th.
 The Metter boys scored 
461 points, placing second 
in the state to Commerce, 
which scored 608. Met-

ter’s points were as fol-
lows: Baseball, 100; boys’ 
golf, 90; football, 83; boys’ 
track, 57; boys’ tennis, 53; 
boys’ cross country, 28; 
boys’ basketball, 25 and 
boys’ soccer, 25.
 For the girls’ 207 points, 
the leading sport was 
girls’ golf, 75, followed by 
girls’ track, 69; girls’ cross 
country, 38 and girls’ 
tennis 25.
 “I am very proud of  each 

team that advanced to the 
state playoffs,” said MHS 
Athletic Director Vicki 
Bowen. “Metter High 
School was represented 
by an excellent group of  
players and coaches. The 
players worked very hard 
to make the state play-
offs, and it’s so reward-
ing to see the diversity of  
sports represented. What 
an honor for Metter High 
School.”

by Selby Cody-Voss
 On Tuesday, August 3, 
2021, Sheriff John Miles 
and the Candler County 
Sheriff’s Office will be 
hosting a National Night 
Out event. 
 The event will be held 
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 
1015 E. Hiawatha St., 
Metter, GA. 
 National Night Out is 
an annual community-
building campaign 
that promotes police-
community partnerships 
and neighborhood 
camaraderie to make 

Sheriff’s Office to host
National Night Out

neighborhoods a safer, 
more caring place to live. 
 This event is held to 
enhance the relationship 
between neighbors and 
law enforcement while 
bringing back a true sense 
of  community under 
positive circumstances.
 Food trucks, 
bouncy houses, live 
music, equipment 
demonstrations, DJ, and 
more will be featured 
during the event. Don’t 
forget your swimsuit!

James M. Jones

 Metter’s unofficial histo-
rian and long-time news-
paper columnist James 
Jones died on Thursday 
evening, surrounded by 
family. He was 92.
 Jones was born and 
grew up in Metter, gradu-
ating from Metter High 
School in 1944. He stud-
ied photography while in 
college before serving in 
the United States Marine 
Corps during both World 

War II and the Korean 
conflict.
 In 1947, Jones mar-
ried Martha Lou Carden. 
When the couple moved 
to Metter, they operated 
Jones Photography. He 
served on Metter City 
Council in 1955 and in 
1957, he opened James M. 
Jones Insurance Agency.
 While operating his in-
surance business, James 
and Martha continued to 

James Jones, Metter’s ‘historian,’  former council member dies
photograph the communi-
ty, taking pictures at wed-
dings, class reunions, par-
ties and other momentous 
events. 
  It was after his retire-
ment that Jones began 
sharing his memories of  
Metter at civic group and 
historical society meet-
ings. Five years ago, he 
put those memories to 
paper as he began writing 
a weekly column, “As I 

remember” in Metter Ad-
vertiser.
 “Everyone loved Mr. 
James’ columns,” said 
Jerri Goodman, editor. 
“In fact, we have readers 
who have told us that they 
didn’t read any other part 
of  the paper until after 
they read Mr. James’ col-
umn.
 “We would get calls and 
letters from individuals 
who wanted to learn more 

about certain aspects of  
the community’s history. 
We’d put Mr. James on 
the case and, sure enough, 
in a week -- two weeks at 
most -- there’d be a col-
umn about that particular 
issue.
 “Mr. James was one of  a 
kind and a friend to every-
one. He will be missed by 
his family, the newspaper 
staff, our readers and this 
entire community.”

by Selby Cody-Voss
 On Saturday, July 31, 
2021, Communities in 
Schools (CIS) Candler and 
the Metter Police Depart-
ment are teaming up to 
host the Back-to-School 
Carnival for this upcom-
ing school year. 
 The event will be held 
in the field next to the 
Metter Police Department 
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 This is the first time 
that CIS Candler and the 
MPD have combined their 
Back-to-School efforts to 
host one big event instead 

Back to School
Carnival Saturday

of  two separate ones. 
 Over 400 book bags full 
of  school supplies are pre-
pared and ready to give 
away to students in need. 
Students must be present 
to receive their free sup-
plies. 
 This event is made pos-
sible by donations from 
the community. “Both Ro-
berta (Graham, CIS Can-
dler Executive Director) 
and I would like to thank 
the community for the 
support we’ve had from 

by Jerri Goodman
 And just like that, 
summer is over. On 
Monday, the buses will 
roll as students return 
to classes at Metter 
Elementary, Metter 
Middle and Metter High 
School.
 Prior to the first day 
of  class, students and 
parents will be able to 
visit their respective 
schools at an Open House 
on Thursday, July 29, 
from 4-6 p.m.
 “We are excited about 
the school year,” said 
Superintendent Dr. Bubba 
Longgrear.
 With the emergence 
of  new COVID cases, 
particularly those 
with the Delta variant, 
Longgrear reminds 
families to practice safety 
measures on campus. 
However, he said, masks 
and vaccinations are 
options and will not be 
mandated.
 “Masks are optional 
for all in the building and 
on buses,” he said. “As a 
district, we are not going 
to differentiate between 
who has been vaccinated 
or not, so all procedures 
are applicable to all.”
 Families will be 
notified if  COVID has 
a direct impact on a 
student. “We will send 
letters home citing 
any time a student or 
teacher tests positive in 
a particular class that 
impacts that particular 
child,” Longgrear said.
 After schools closed 
in spring of  2020 due 
to COVID, the system 

reopened last fall to a 
somewhat regular school 
program, although 
many students had 
opted to continue course 
instruction with Learning 
from Home programs.
 This year, Longgrear 
said, the number of  
Learning from Home 
participants has 
declined.
 “Very few are opting 
for LFH in grades 6-12,” 
he said. “It is not an 
option through the 
Candler County School 
District for elementary 
at this time.” 
 “We will continue to 
practice caution, but 
at the same time we 
will strive to maximize 
learning opportunities 
for all students,” 
Longgrear said.
 See our Back to 

School section in 
this week’s paper for 
principal interviews, 
school schedules and a 
chance to get to know the 
new teacher. 

No mandate on masks, vaccines

New school year

to begin Monday

Dr. Bubba Longgrear

See NIGHT OUT page 2 See CARNIVAL page 2


