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See Authority
 Chairman’s comments 

on page 3.

 In a surprise move on March 6, Candler County Hos-
pital Authority Chairman Brian Wood remitted pay-
ment of  $1.3 million to Candler County Commission-
ers to satisfy an old debt with the county. 
 Present for the presentation were (l-r) Dr. Chad 

Slaughter; former Authority member Dale Fordham; 
former Authority member Gail Curl; Commission 
Chair Glyn Thrift; Brian Wood; and Commissioners 
Brad Jones, Gregory Thomas, David Robinson and 
Blake Hendrix.

by Jerri Goodman
 Commissioners were 
surprised during their 
regular March 6 meeting 
to see a room filled with 
Candler County Hospital 
Authority members and 
administrators and staff 
of  the hospital.
 The surprise continued 
when Authority Chair-
man Brian Wood ad-
dressed the commission. 
After sharing a brief  up-
date on the status of  the 
hospital, Wood told com-
missioners, “We want to 
thank you for your pa-
tience and understand-
ing on the additional $1.3 
million the county in-
jected into the hospital 
many years ago. We have 
not forgotten ... it is still 
on our balance sheet. We 
have met with your man-
agement team about re-
payment of  these funds on 
several occasions. Your 
response has always been 
gracious in that we would 
like the money back, but 
not until you feel like you 
won’t have to come back 
and ask for it back.”
 Wood then asked for-
mer Authority Chair Dale 
Fordham and Dr. Chad 
Slaughter, representing 
the entire staff of  the hos-
pital, to step forward for 
his announcement.
 “After reviewing our fi-
nances at our last board 
meeting, it gives me great 
satisfaction to report to 
you that the Authority 
unanimously voted to pay 
back the entire $1.3 mil-
lion,” Wood said. 
 Wood then asked com-
missioners to continue 
their support of  the hos-
pital. “We would like to 
ask the commissioners to 
continue to consider the 
hospital in their financial 
planning going forward 
as we still have an aging 
facility and the amount of  
importance it holds in the 
grant-writing process.”
 After the check was 
presented, Commissioner 
Brad Jones said, “We have 
fought this battle since 
2012. We were in it to-

gether. We do thank y’all. 
We appreciate you all for 
coming and thank y’all 
for paying that back to the 
citizens of  this county.”
 In a follow-up interview 
with Metter Advertiser. 
Wood expressed that the 
community’s support of  
the hospital has played a 
key role in the hospital’s 
turnaround in the last 
few years from a facility 
that was close to closing 
its doors to an active, busy 
healthcare facility that 
can make plans for the 
future with a reasonable 
level of  confidence.
 In the interview, which 
was also attended by Chief  
Information Officer Marty 
Ray and Hospital Authori-
ty member Marsha Hollo-
way, Wood explained that 
it took the commitment 
of  an entire community 
to turn the hospital’s fi-
nancial situation around. 
“Larry Hadden (former 
Authority chairman) said 
many times over that this 
whole thing is bigger than 
anybody in this room,” he 
said. “And he was right.”
 Ray added, “We have 
helped ourselves. It is 
not something that just 
happened. It happened 
because we have a com-
munity that is commit-
ted; we have a staff that is 
committed and we have a 
board that is committed.” 
While stating that many 
assume that federal and 
state covid funding was 
the saving grace for the 
hospital, Ray said, “Covid 
is certainly a portion of  
the story of  the hospital 
the last few years, but that 
is, quite frankly, a minor 
story in terms of  overall 
operational issues.”
 “We feel that we took the 
money that came from co-
vid and invested it in areas 
of  the hospital that will ... 
sustain the hospital.”
 Wood said that when the 
Authority resumed own-
ership and management 
of  the Rural Health Clinic 
(Candler Medical Group) 
in 2018, with the help of  
Dr. (Dorsey) Smith and Dr. 

(Loy) Cowart, that began 
to stabilize the hospital’s 
financial situation in sev-
eral ways. Not only was 
the RHC seeing more pa-
tients, but also it was lead-
ing to more referrals to ad-
ditional hospital services. 
 On top of  that, Ray said, 
“The urgent care center 
has been a huge service to 
the community.”
 Ray added that the hos-
pital has been eligible 
for almost $2 million in 
grants in the last few 
years, “just by simply the 
fact that we took over the 
RHC and made it a part of  
the hospital. All of  those 
funds have been reinvest-
ed into Candler Medical 
Group at no cost to the lo-
cal taxpayer.” 
 Ray also commented 
on the buy-in from the lo-
cal community and city 
and county government 
to ensure the hospital’s 
survival. This buy-in led 
to more Georgia HEART 
(tax credit) funding com-
ing directly to the local 
hospital and enabling the 
hospital to apply for more 
grant funding.
 “The partnership with 
the county and with the 
city is so vital to us be-
cause it is a strong compo-
nent of  nearly every grant 
we have applied for,” Ray 
said.

 In 2016, the hospital 
authority found itself  
on the brink of  having 
to close its doors. Dur-
ing that time, a series of  
emergency meetings with 
county commissioners 
led, ultimately, to the in-
fusion of  $1.3 million from 
the county’s general fund 
to the county assuming 
loans exceeding $6 million 
to help the hospital get a 
handle on its debt. Those 
loans were recently paid 
off through Level One 
SPLOST funding, which 
meant the first 20 percent 
of  proceeds from the most 
recent SPLOST referen-
dum went directly to sat-
isfy the hospital debt. 
 The three hospital rep-

resentatives were quick to 
praise the hospital’s em-
ployees, management/ad-
ministrative team and Dr. 
Chad Slaughter for their 
role in the hospital’s cur-
rent successes. 
 “It’s the coolest thing 
that everybody came to-
gether for once and didn’t 
realize that they had come 
together. We could have 
painted another picture 
here real easily. Had we 
closed, 1) the county would 
have still had to pay the 
old debt off, 2) they would 
have lost the $1.3 million, 
3) they would have lost 
the economic engine and 
whatever that’s worth 
and 4) it would cost prob-
ably at least $1 million, if  

not more, to properly shut 
down the hospital.”
 “Not to mention that the 
taxpayers would still be 
on the hook for indigent 
care,” Holloway added.
 Holloway also stressed 
the role of  the employee 
buy-in to what the Au-
thority was trying to ac-
complish. “Our employee 
retention is so strong, and 
that speaks to the confi-
dence they have, not just 
in the leadership but also 
in the community and in 
the hospital itself. They 
are committed to serving 
our customers.”

Hospital Authority repays $1.3M to County

 A disabled man has died 
as a result of  a house fire 
that occurred early Sun-
day morning at his resi-
dence on Salem Church 
Road. Joey A. Carter, 61, 
died from injuries sus-
tained in the fire. 
 According to reports 
from Metter Fire-Rescue, 
Engine 3 was en route 

when a Sheriff’s deputy 
who had already arrived 
on the scene upgraded 
the call to a fire with en-
trapment. The victim was 
located in a wheelchair in 
a doorway adjacent to the 
bedroom that was on fire. 
 The cause of  the fire 
remains under investiga-
tion. 

Man dies in house fire
 As word of  Robert Wayne Martin’s 
death spread on social media this past 
week, a couple of  comments were re-
peated: “A Metter icon” ... “always smil-
ing” ... “never bothered anybody” ... 
“loved going to church” ...
 He was known to many as the “Bicycle 
Man,” pedaling through town picking 
up aluminum cans that he transported 
in a basket attached to his bike. He also 
enjoyed cutting grass, decorating for 

Christmas, attending Restoration Wor-
ship Center and making daily stops 
with friends and family along the way. 
 Martin’s death on March 8 shook 
many in the community, including 
those who knew him personally and 
those who just saw him frequently bicy-
cling his way through town. He will be 
missed by an entire community.
 (See Robert Wayne Martin’s obituary 
inside this week’s paper.)
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