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by Ross Greene
Candler County
Extension ANR Agent
 Rain, rain, and more rain. 
 This is what most of  us have 
felt like over the past few weeks, 
and we are also wondering how 
is it time to cut the grass again. 
The rain has probably even 
ended the family bbq or pool 
party a little early a time or two. 
 So how is the rain effecting 
our crops and our farmers? 
 Well, it depends on the crop 
and the grower. Some crops are 
really benefiting from the rain 
right now, but if  it continues 
raining, there could be com-
plications down the road when 
harvest arrives. 
 Take corn for instance. It re-
quires a good bit of  water, so it 
is enjoying the rain. However, a 
good bit of  the corn crop should 
be mature by the end of  this 
month and continued rains 
could cause complications dur-
ing harvest.  

Extension agent shares crop update
 The corn, soybean, cotton, 
peanut and pecan crops look re-
ally good in the field right now 
and have really benefited from 
the rains up until this point. 
 If  we can get a good mix of  
sunshine and rain showers for 
the rest of  the season, growers 
could end up with a really good 
crop this year, but the turning 
point could be just ahead if  rain 
continues every day. 
 Peanut vines are beginning to 
close up the row middles. When 
this happens, it becomes harder 
for the peanut vines to dry, and 
when the vines stay wet for an 
excessive period of  time this 
can encourage diseases to grow. 
 Normally growers spray 
preventative sprays to protect 
against pest and disease, but if  
it is too wet, growers can have 
trouble getting the crop protec-
tants on in a timely fashion. 
 The same type of  affect trans-
lates over to cotton as well. 
When a cotton plant reaches a 

certain size, growers spray it 
with a growth regulator to en-
courage the plant to put energy 
into make bolls instead of  grow-
ing a bush. 
 This needs to be applied sev-
eral times for it to work, so 
growers needto be able to spray 
over the crop without bogging 
down all the time. Larger plants 
also take longer to dry and any 
time excessive moisture is pres-
ent, it is usually followed by 
some kind of  disease. 
 Too many overcast days dur-
ing bloom can also cause fruit 
shed, which lowers overall yield 
potential in cotton. 
 Cattle producers are thrilled 
with the amount of  grass they 
have in their pastures. The 
cows pretty much have all they 
want to eat; however, trying to 
harvest hay fields for winter 
feed reserves is pretty difficult 
right now. 
 Hay needs to be dry when it 
is baled up or it will mold and 

ruin. Hay usually needs a good 
day or two to dry depending on 
conditions, but when it stays 
cloudy until lunchtime with 
100 percent humidity, not much 
drying occurs. Then when af-
ternoon rain showers are added 
to the mix, it makes harvesting 
hay very difficult. 

 Tobacco growers are also 
having a hard time getting their 
crop picked. The season started 
off looking like it was going to 
be a great year on tobacco, but 
heavy rains have washed away 
most of  the nutrients. 

Ross Greene

School supply 
lists inside! by Selby Cody-Voss

 During the regular 
scheduled monthly Board 
of  Education meeting, 
the board discussed and 
approved the 2022-2023 
School Calendar, salary 
scales and supplements, 
SNP contract bids, board 
policies and an ESPLOST 
referendum. 

A LATER START DATE IN ‘22
 Unlike years before 
where school starts at the 
beginning of  August, the 

2022-2023 School Year will 
see a later start date. 
 “We’ve grown accus-
tomed to students return-
ing to school around the 
first of  August, but in light 
of  the renovations tak-
ing place at Metter High 
School next summer-
-extensive renovations to 
get that facility updated, 
it’s going to be a tight 
window, so we’re pushing 
the start of  school back to 
the 12th,” said Dr. Bubba 
Longgrear. 

 The board unanimously 
approved that the 2022-
23 School Year will have 
a start date of  August 12, 
2022. 
 Following the calen-
dar discussion, the board 
went through and ap-
proved salary scales and 
supplements for employ-
ees based on merit and 
workload from the follow-
ing year.
 The board reviewed 
School Nutrition Pro-
gram (SNP) contract bids, 

BOE adopts later ‘22 schedule
which were accepted and 
approved. 

POLICY CHANGES

 The next action item 
was to review board poli-
cies and to accept and ap-
prove changes made. 
 Changes were made to 
the Public Participation 
in Board Meetings policy 
to allow individuals to re-
quest to appear before the 
Board in writing at least 

by Suzanne Tyson
 Key to good medical care is 
more and better access. 
 Candler Medical Group, in 
an attempt to provide citizens 
of  Metter and Candler County 
with additional access to pri-
mary medical care, has added 
to their staff Dr. Jason Glow. 
 Dr. Glow is an important part 
of  Candler Medical Group liv-
ing up to its theme of  “Right 
place, right time, right city.” 
That city is Metter.
 Dr. Glow comes to Metter 
from Richmond Hill, Georgia, 
but he is a native of  Macon. He 
attended Mercer University on 
a tennis scholarship and re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree in 
biochemistry. While an under-

Dr. Jason Glow

graduate at Mercer, he was in-
volved with the school’s ROTC 
program. 
 After graduation, he was 
commissioned into the United 
States Army and received an 
educational deferment to at-
tend Mercer Medical School. He 
also received an Army scholar-
ship for the study of  medicine.
 Following graduation from 
medical school, Dr. Glow re-
ceived three years of  training at 
Tripler Army Medical Center 
in Honolulu, Hawaii. 
 “I had a lot of  specialty care 
training there,” he states. Then, 
he completed his eight year 
Army commitment with stints 
as a Clinical Staff MD at Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina, and 

as a Brigade Surgeon at Fort 
Stewart in Hinesville, Georgia. 
During his military career, he 
served on two deployments.
 According to Marty Ray, 
public relations officer for Can-
dler County Hospital, Mercer 
Medical School does a good job 
of  promoting rural health, a 
subject near and dear to Ray’s 
heart. 
 He says that Mercer is intro-
ducing a new program that is 
designed to help rural commu-
nities with producing doctors 
who are committed to working 
in rural areas. 
 Dr. Loy D. Cowart of  Candler 
Medical Group is currently in 
discussion with administra-
tion at Mercer Medical School 

Dr. Glow joins Metter medical staff
to establish a residency slot in 
a rural community, Metter spe-
cifically.
 All of  this is a part of  Can-
dler Medical Group’s desire 
to better serve the people of  
their hometown. The group is 
offering more and better ac-
cess through the Leon Curry 
Urgent Care Center, housed in 
the same building as Candler 
Medical Group. All of  the doc-
tors in the group are involved in 
the Urgent Care Center as well 
as coordinating with Candler 
County Hospital.
 At the hospital, Ray points 
out, the Emergency Room has 
been renovated, there is a new 
radiology suite with updated 
equipment, and an in-house lab. 

All of  these work together with 
the doctors’ office to expand the 
possibilities of  receiving excel-
lent medical care at home in 
Candler County. 
 “Primary care is the whole 
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