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 Candler County Sher-
iff’s Office School Re-
source Deputies respond-
ed to Metter High School 
in reference to a report 
of  a student possibly hav-
ing a firearm on campus. 
Deputies discovered that 
a social media post was 
made with a firearm be-
ing brandished inside of  
a vehicle that was located 
on school property. 
 Deputies immediately 
began investigating the 
incident. Deputies deter-
mined that the incident 
occurred weeks prior and 
three students were in-
volved. The social media 
post was made on April 
27. On April 29, Alberto 
Rodriguez, 18, and Edwin 
Valesco, also 18, both of  
Metter were arrested by 
deputies. 
 Rodriguez and Valesco 
have been charged with 
carrying a weapon on 
school property, a felony. 
A 16 year old juvenile was 
also charged. The case 
will be forwarded to the 
Middle Judicial Circuit 
District Attorney’s Office 
for prosecution.
 “We would like to thank 
those students who quick-
ly reported the incident 
to authorities when the 
social media post was 
observed. We would also 
like to thank the Candler 
County School System of-
ficials for continuing to 
work with our office to 
ensure the safety of  our 
children,” said Sheriff 
John Miles.
 “There was an incident 
that was brought to the 
attention of  school ad-

Three arrested for
weapons at MHS

ministration yesterday 
(Wednesday) afternoon. 
There was a video of  an 
incident that surfaced 
that evidently took place 
several weeks ago. The 
video is of  three young 
men sitting in a vehicle on 
MHS campus handling a 
pistol. Students reported 
the video when it became 
public. School Resource 
Officers immediately 
jumped into action and 
determined the reality of  
the situation.
 “The three students are 
being disciplined in the 
most significant manner. 
Thanks to the responsive 
students, Candler County 

Albert Rodriguez

Edwin Valesco

by Jerri Goodman
 After a few budget meet-
ings and discussions, com-
missioners were confident 
that the tentative Fiscal 
Year 2022 budget would 
be good to go at $7.6 mil-
lion for the General Fund. 
That figure included a 
built-in a projected 15 per-
cent increase in health in-
surance costs for employ-
ee coverage following last 
year’s 18 percent increase.
 But the projection was 
not enough as commis-
sioners learned in April 
that the county is facing 
a 40 percent increase in 
health insurance. That 
$333,000 increase is rough-
ly the equivalent of  more 
than one mill in taxes. 
(One mill last year was 
$275,817 at 100% collec-
tion.)
 Much of  the increase is 
due to the county’s loss 
ratio, a natural result of  
an aging employee base, 
and the number and cost 
of  claims that have been 
filed in the last year.
 “I can’t trim that much 

out of  the budget,” said 
County Administrator 
Bryan Aasheim.
 During Monday night’s 
meeting of  Commission-
ers, Larry Hadden of  Had-
den Insurance and Paul 
Collins of  Glenn Davis & 
Associates were present 
to discuss options with 
the group.
 Hadden offered alterna-
tives that would provide 
a similar basic level of  
health insurance but also 
stressed pushing preven-
tive healthcare practices 
in order to reduce the 
county’s loss ratio. Had-
den stressed that the sav-
ings to the county would 
not be dramatic, but it 
would be a start, and 
could possibly shave the 
unbudgeted 25 percent 
increase down to about 19 
percent.
 Collins’ proposal was 
different and was based 
on a self-insured premise 
with a “stop loss” policy. 
He also suggested that 
commissioners do more 
“shopping around” with 

Health insurance creates 

dilemma for commissioners
the limited health insur-
ance providers in the 
state.
 Commissioners voted 
3-2 to designate Glenn 
Davis & Associates as the 
county’s broker of  record 
to give Collins an oppor-
tunity to shop rates. Com-
missioners Brad Jones 
and Blake Hendrix voted 
against the motion.
 In other business of  
Monday’s meeting, com-
missioners voted unani-
mously:
• To approve a proposal 
from EMC Engineering 
for the resurfacing of  ap-
proximately 300 feet of  
Lillian Street. This will tie 
in to the City’s paving of  
Lillian Street to carry the 
project past the City lim-
its out to Hwy. 46.
• To use the hospital’s 
one-mill levy to make a 
principal reduction on the 
Candler County Hospital 
loan. 
• To reappoint Hannah 
Mullins to the Middle 
Coastal Unified Develop-
ment Authority.

by Suzanne Tyson
 When Metter High 
School Senior Matt Jor-
dan was called to the 
school to meet with the 
principal, he wondered 
what was going on. 
 As a dual-enrolled stu-
dent at Georgia Southern 
and a work-based learn-
ing participant, Matt has 
had no classes on the 
MHS campus during his 
senior year, so he was re-
ally confused as to why he 

had been summoned. 
 He walked in and saw 
MHS Principal Ellis Stro-
bridge with a serious look 
on his face. 
 Matt thought to himself, 
“OK, what have I done?”
 After a few moments, 
Strobridge broke into a 
grin and told the young 
man that he was being 
named the STAR student 
for the MHS Class of  2021! 
 Matt was relieved to 
not be in trouble, but he 

wasn’t sure of  what being 
the STAR meant. 
 He was told that the 
award was based on two 
criteria – the student in 
the senior class who has 
achieved the highest SAT 
(Scholastic Aptitude Test) 
score and who is ranked 
in the top ten percent of  
the class.
 Matt was thrilled and 
humbled by the honor. 
Then, he was charged 
with the task of  naming 
his STAR teacher. 
 That person, he was 
told, should be the teach-
er who has had the most 
influence on his educa-
tion and achievement. 
 Once he understood 
what he was being asked 
to do, Matt immediately 
knew who he would select 
– Mr. Lynn. That is Greg-
ory Lynn, retired MHS 
English teacher.
 “Mr. Lynn actually was 
my teacher for three years 
of  my English instruc-
tion,” explained Matt. 
 During Matt’s freshman 

Jordan, Lynn are 
Metter’s STARs

A real life fairy godmother
by Suzanne Tyson
 “Bibbidi-bobbidi-boo.” 
These are the magic words 
of  Cinderella’s fairy god-
mother, which, when ac-
companied by a flourish 
of  her wand, solves all of  
the problems of  the fairy 
tale princess. 
 Stephanie Long, god-
mother to Brayden Rob-
ertson, doesn’t have any 
incantations or a magic 
wand, but she does work 
magic for the 10-year-old 
boy.
 A godmother is a wom-
an who has pledged to 
help with the upbringing 
of  a child. In other words, 

she promises to help the 
child’s parents raise the 
child. So how did this 
single, white professional 
woman get involved in 
the life of  a black, special 
needs boy?
 When Brayden was 
born, his natural mother, 
Denise Snelling, quit her 
job to care for her son 
who was immediately di-
agnosed with Down syn-
drome. She wasn’t sure 
what the future was go-
ing to bring, but she knew 
she needed to do whatever 
was best for her child.
 Denise was told that 
Brayden would be non-

verbal and that his mental 
abilities would be limited. 
 Children born with 
Down syndrome, a ge-
netic condition, have an 
extra chromosome. They 
often present with com-
mon features such as an 
upward slant to the eyes, 
short hands with stubby 
fingers, small ears and 
a mouth with a narrow, 
short palate and small 
teeth.
 When Brayden was 
eight months old, his 
mother decided it was 
time to place him in day-
care. She asked around 
to find the best daycare 

provider for Brayden’s 
special needs. Over and 
over, people told her that 
Wiggles and Giggles day-
care was the best place for 
Brayden, so Denise vis-
ited the center.
 At the time, sisters 
Stephanie and Lynette 
Long were the owners 
of  Wiggles and Giggles. 
They had purchased the 
daycare, upgraded the fa-
cilities, and were becom-
ing the premiere daycare 
center in Metter. 
 When Denise met with 

Stephanie Long with godson Brayden Robertson.

Metter STARs Gregory Lynn and Matt Jordan.
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