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Willie Mae Mills
Tommie Lloyd Sikes

by Jerri Goodman
 Metter City Council 
approved the high bid of 
$63,995 by P & H Supply 
for a pothole excavator 
trailer for the water de-
partment during their 
Feb. 8 meeting.
 Public Works Director 

Cli�  Hendrix explained 
that the equipment serves 
as a vacuum of sorts to  
remove dirt without dis-
rupting fi ber optic and 
natural gas lines. 
 Many tasks that this 
equipment will be used 
for were previously 

City purchases $63K pothole excavator trailer
handled with a backhoe, 
Hendrix said, which can 
run the risk of cutting 
into these utility lines. 
 “The biggest advantage 
is that you are not tak-
ing a chance of damage,” 
Hendrix said. “With the 
backhoe, you have a lot of 

power, and you have to be 
careful. This (equipment) 
will not burst a water line 
or damage a gas line.”
 The equipment has an-
other function as well, he 
said, stating that it can 
be used for cleaning out 
pump stations and storm 

drain boxes.
 In other business, 
Council approved a re-
tail alcoholic beverage 
license for o� -premise 
consumption of beer and 
wine submitted by Cody 
Glenn Ellison of behalf of 
Food Lion LLC.

 Council also autho-
rized Mayor Ed Boyd to 
handle particulars in 
the fi nancial arrange-
ment with GMA for the 
purchase of a 2021 Ford 
Explorer with equipment 
for use by Metter Police 
Department.

by Suzanne Tyson
 After serving the Can-
dler County Branch of 
the NAACP (National 
Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored 
People) as president for 
25 years, William George 
has stepped aside, but he 
hasn’t retired. George, a 
native of Aline, joined the 
NAACP as a young man 
and became President of 
the local chapter in 1995. 
 Through all of his years 
of service to the organiza-
tion, he has been dedicat-
ed to the mission of elimi-
nating racial hatred and 
racial discrimination. 
George is being honored 
for his service in a virtu-
al ceremony during Black 
History Month 2021
 Over the course of his 
life, George has experi-
enced many highs and 
lows. He was a youngster 

William George

of the age of 5 when his 
mother, Dicey Holloway 
George, and a newborn 
sibling died after riding 
in an open wagon during 
a rainstorm. The year 
was 1941. 
 Shortly after that trag-
edy, the family home 
caught fi re and burned 
to the ground. In that 
fi re, two other siblings 
perished. His father, Wil-
liam George Sr., was left 
with four children and 
no house to live in. The 
Georges moved into the 
barn for a time until an-
other house was available 
to them.
 George’s father was re-
married to a school-teach-
er named Armetta P. 
George who was George’s 
teacher at the one room 
school where he was en-
couraged to get a good 
education. 

 “My stepmother was 
instrumental in support-
ing me in getting an edu-
cation,” states George. 
From his father, the elder 
George, he was taught the 
value of work and disci-
pline.
 Another lesson George 
learned at the one room 
school in Aline was lead-
ership. Because of his 
taking a stand for issues 
in which he believed, his 
classmates recognized 
his integrity and select-
ed him as a class o�  cer 
up to the rank of class 
president. Even with his 
academics and leadership 
roles at school, George 
found success in sports, 
receiving honors in track 
as a high jumper and run-
ner.
 It was while a student in 
high school that George 
met a young woman who 

joined him in his quest for 
education and doing what 
is right for others. 
 Ruthie, his high school 
sweetheart, is still the 
love of his life. Because 
of his priorities and his 
disciplined background, 
the two love birds dated 
for 11 years before marry-
ing because George had a 
desire to put fi rst things 
fi rst.
 Upon graduating as 
salutatorian of his high 
school class, George con-
sidered the military for a 
career. His father insisted 
that his son fi nish college 
fi rst. George attended 
Fort Valley State College, 
now Fort Valley State Uni-
versity, where he studied 
Vocational Agriculture. 
After receiving his Bach-
elor’s degree, his father 
agreed to allow him to 
serve in the military.

 The way George car-
ried himself in the Army 
garnered him respect 
from his fellow soldiers 
as well as o�  cers. He 
was stationed overseas in 
Germany for three years, 

never calling home on the 
telephone for the entire 
length of time. 
 “Calling home was too 
expensive,” George ex-

William George retires as NAACP president

County agrees to half
Will fund portion of fi re truck
by Jerri Goodman
 The ongoing dispute 
between the City of  Met-
ter and Candler County 
regarding the purchase of  
Metter Fire-Rescue’s En-
gine 3 could be resolved 
should the City agree to 
the County’s proposal.
 The issue surrounds the 
purchase of  the $370,000 
fi re truck by the City in 
2018 while the City and 
County were in the mid-
dle of  Service Delivery 
Strategy negotiations.
 Under the SDS agree-
ment, which was approved 
after the fi re truck was 
purchased, the County 
will have representation 
on a Fire Board to discuss 
capital purchases and to 
review the annual operat-
ing budget of  the fi re de-
partment. The agreement 
stipulates that the County 
pays 50 percent of  the fi re 
department’s operating 
budget and 50 percent of  
capital outlay expenses.
 Regarding Engine 3, 
however, the confl ict 
comes because the en-
gine was ordered before 
the new SDS was adopted. 
The County has taken the 
stance that the old agree-
ment would apply to the 
new engine, while the 
City’s stance is that the 
new agreement would ap-

ply.
 The County has main-
tained that since they had 
no input in the purchas-
ing decision, they should 
not make a payment.
 This stance was pre-
sented to the City dur-
ing both the FY2020 and 
FY2021 budget seasons. 
In 2019, the City made no 
response to the County’s 
letter stating they would 
not pay for the fi re truck. 
However, the County sent 
a similar letter in June of  
2019, to which the City is-
sued a response in Octo-
ber. 
 In October’s letter, City 
Manager Carter Crawford 
said that if  the County 
did not pay their half  of  
the fi re truck, the Coun-
ty would be in breach of  
the SDS agreement. The 
options the County had, 
Crawford said, were to 
pay for the engine and 
fi re radios, opt out of  the 
fi re services agreement 
within 30 days of  receiv-
ing the approved budget 
from the city, or revoke 
the SDS agreement with 
12 months written notice.
 On Jan. 6 of  this year, 
Crawford sent a proposal 
to the County stating that 
the City would 1)pay for 
the fi re radios, another 
area of  contention, 2)

grant a water bill reduc-
tion on irrigation at the 
recreation department 
and 3)accept ownership 
and liability of  the indus-
trial park pond, but that 
the County would have to 
pay its share of  the pur-
chase cost of  Engine 3.
 On Monday night, Com-
missioners voted to sub-
mit a counterproposal to 
the City for consideration 
that they feel would re-
solve the issue once and 
for all. The terms of  that 
proposal are as follows:
• The City will adopt a 
resolution acknowledg-
ing that the 2018 SDS 
Fire Agreement requires 
County approval prior to 
any capital purchase for 
which the County will 
have obligation for pay-
ment.
• The City pays for any and 
all fi re radio equipment 
previously purchased.
• The County will pay a 
capital stipend of  $36,620 
per year for fi scal years 
FY2021-FY2025 to the City 
of  Metter. This stipend 
will extinguish any and 
all claimed capital obliga-
tion of  the County for any 
fi re equipment purchased 
prior to Jan. 1, 2021. The 
stipend agreement shall 

But remains active in Candler Branch activities

Let the games begin!
 The Metter High Tigers boys’ bas-
ketball team will open region play on 
Thursday in Jenkins County. The boys’ 
team is 13-5 on the season and 8-3 in re-
gion play. 
 The Tigers will face the winner of  
the Bryan Co./Jenkins Co. game at 8:30 
p.m. Admission is $10 per game and 

GHSA passes are accepted. Masks are 
required to enter the gym. 
 The girls’ fi rst game in region was 
played on Tuesday, Feb. 16. 
 Pictured: MHS senior Jerrail Law-
rence makes a shot against Jenkins 
County team during the regular season. 
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