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       Christmas
is coming...

MHS grad rate
tops 96 percent
by Selby Cody-Voss
 During the November 
meeting of Candler Coun-
ty Board of Education, 
the board announced 
that Metter High School’s 
graduation rate is up to 
96.61 this year. 
 Metter High School 
Principal Ellis Stro-
bridge said, “Everyone 
deserves a big applause.” 
He went on to thank all 
of the staff and personnel 
who had a hand in the in-
crease. 
 Superintendent Dr. 
Bubba Longgrear com-
mented that the work to 
get to this point really 
started about 15-16 years 
ago. 
 “What’s really exciting 
to me is not only that the 
number is going up, but 
also that our students are 

more prepared for work 
and career,” said Dr. 
Longgrear. 
 Chairman Craig Lani-
er said, “When I came on 
the board, it was 59%, and 
we were told there wasn’t 
anything else to be done. 
That's just where it was 
going to be. Of course, Dr. 
Tom Bigwood (the previ-
ous superintendent who 
retired in 2015) didn’t ac-
cept that, and pretty soon 
a lot more people were 
of the same mind that 
we could do better. Now, 
probably the most satis-
fying thing is that every-
body in the system feels 
that way, and obviously 
their effort shows.”
 In other news … 
•The General Fund and 
School Nutrition Finan-
cial Reports were ap-

proved.
•Board minutes for the 
month of October were 
also approved. 
•Fundraisers were ap-
proved. 
•The following classified 
personnel were consid-
ered for employment for 
FY 2021: Adrian Murphy, 
custodial; Mary Brett, 
Valerie Campbell, Rebec-
ca Hill, Kristin Williams, 
MES paraprofessionals; 
Natasha Campbell, MHS 
paraprofessional; Jessica 
Williams, SFS substitute
•The following personnel 
resignations/termina-
tions/retirements were 
accepted: Heather Rach-
els, MES paraprofes-
sional; Tony Smith, MHS 
paraprofessional; Janilda 
Hackle, MMS paraprofes-
sional. 

 The town will light up 
on Thursday evening 
as the community cele-
brates an old-fashioned 
Pajamarama, complete 
with a Christmas pa-
rade and Lighting of 
Metter.
 Reminiscent of the 
1980s-era celebrations, 
the Pajamarama theme 
will carry throughout 
the parade and through 
the downtown mer-
chants who are extend-
ing their hours and 
preparing special sales 
and promotions in coor-
dination with the event.
 The parade will begin 
at 5:30 p.m. “Just show 
up for line-up at 5 p.m. 
in front of the historical 
society,” said Chamber 
of Commerce Executive 
Director Victoria Gait-
ten. 

Also planned
 Immediately following 
the parade, the crowds 
will gather at Candler 
County Courthouse 
where Studio South 
Dance Academy will en-
tertain.
 Santa has already put 
Thursday’s event on his 
calendar, so youngsters 
should be on the lookout 
for the Jolly Old Elf as he 
makes his way through 

town, taking in the lights 
and the festivities.
 A chili cook-off has 
also been planned within 
stores and a pop up store 
will be open featuring 
local artists. A map and 
more details will follow 
on the Metter-Candler 
Chamber of Commerce 
facebook page. 
 A highlight of the eve-
ning will be the drawing 
of Candler Cash from re-
ceipts gathered during 
the month of November. 
Lucky winners will re-
ceive either $100 or $50 in 

Candler Cash.
And don’t forget ...

 Metter’s celebration 
on Thursday will be fol-
lowed with other local 
celebrations. On Satur-
day, nearby Cobbtown 
will welcome Santa dur-
ing the annual Christ-
mas Cobbtown Style Cel-
ebration, highlighted by 
the parade at 3 p.m.
 Sunday will be the 
Stillmore Christmas cel-
ebration and parade from 
1-5 p.m.
 See related stories on 
Page 2.

Share those funny Santa photos!

by John Pate
 This Friday night the 
Metter Tigers will wel-
come the Mitchell County 
Eagles into The Jungle 
for a second round playoff 
match-up. 
 The Tigers survived a 
20-19 thriller last Friday 
against Turner County 
to advance to the sec-
ond round, and Mitch-
ell County beat Johnson 
County 28-22 in their 
round one contest. 
 Mitchell County fin-
ished the regular season 
with a record of 4-3 over-
all and 4-1 in region play. 
They opened the season 
with three losses before 
winning their final four 
games to finish second in 
Region 1-A. 
 Mitchell County has a 
rich football tradition, 
having won 20 region 
championships and three 
state championships in 
their history. They are 

currently led by head 
coach Deshon Brock. 
 Brock has led the Eagles 
since 2017. He has a 33-10 
record and has won two 
region championships in 
his first three seasons. 
 The Tiger defense will 
be up against another big, 
left handed quarterback 
this week. 
 Mitchell County is led 
by senior quarterback 
Quentavious Hunter. The 
6’ 2” gunslinger has 1,414 
passing yards on the 
season and has thrown 
12 touchdowns and five 
interceptions. Hunter is 
also the Eagles’ leading 
rusher with 551 yards on 
the ground and 13 rush-
ing touchdowns. 
 Mitchell County has 
two other rushers that 
contribute to their attack, 
Jalen Burley who has 
517 yards and two touch-
downs and Darian Wil-
liams who has 488 yards 

Tigers to face Eagles

in playoff action Friday
and three touchdowns. 
 Mitchell County has 
big kids all over the field 
and teams with size have 
proved to be a tough 
match-up for Metter all 
year. This week will be a 
battle of Mitchell Coun-
ty’s size versus Metter’s 
speed. The Tigers have 
proved that they can wear 
bigger teams down and 
take control of games late. 
That will be what the Ti-
gers need to do this week 
if they are to keep their 
playoff hopes alive. Kick 
off is set for 7:30 in The 
Jungle. 

GOING TO THE GAME?

 Tickets can be pur-
chased in advance from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursday 
and Friday at the Metter 
High office. Tickets are 
$10 each. Booster passes 
are not accepted. Gates 
will open on game night 
at 6 p.m.

A sea of cheering Tiger fans!
 Photographer Dan Henderson captured this sea of Tiger fans during Friday 
night’s Round One state playoff game when Metter took on -- and defeated -- Turn-
er County. The Tigers’ slim 20-19 win ended the Rebels’ hopes for a state title and 

advanced Metter to Round 2 against Mitchell County. The game will be played this 
Friday night in Metter. 

See Sports for Turner County game coverage.

 Metter Advertiser is asking everyone to submit their 
funniest Christmas photo for a chance to win! 
 The rules are simple: Submit your picture to news@
metteradvertiser.com by Wednesday, Dec. 16, at 5 p.m. 
(no exceptions). The photos will go live on the newspa-
per’s Facebook page on Thursday, Dec. 17, at 12 noon for 
voting. 
 The photo that receives the most 
votes by Friday, Dec. 18, at 5 p.m. 
will be included on the front page 
of our Letters to Santa publica-
tion and the person submitting the 
photo will receive a free t-shirt with 
their photo! 
 All other submissions will be in-
cluded inside the paper that week 
(Dec. 23). All right, grab your 
phones, get that hilarious photo 
and email it ASAP.

County votes to opt out of dispatch, jail agreements

by Jerri Goodman
 In a called meeting on 
Monday, Candler County 
Commissioners voted to 
notify the City of Metter of 
their intention to opt out 
of the intergovernmental 
agreement between the 
city, the county and Sher-
iff John Miles for E-911/
Radio Dispatch Services 
and Jail Services.
 City Manager Carter 
Crawford stated on Tues-
day that he was made 
aware of the County’s de-
cision by County Admin-
istrator Bryan Aasheim, 
but that no formal notice 
had been sent as of yet. 
 Crawford said the is-
sue will be brought before 
Council during their reg-
ular meeting on Dec. 14. 

According to the terms 
of the intergovernmental 
agreement, either party 
wishing to opt out must 
provide a 12-month no-
tice. 
 Miles first asked com-
missioners in November 
to support him in exercis-
ing the “out” clause of the 
Service Delivery Strategy 
agreement between the 
city and the county con-
cerning dispatch and jail 
services.
 As Miles told commis-
sioners in November, he 
had reluctantly agreed 
to the SDS agreement at 
the time it was adopted in 
2018.
 Miles said that he 
agreed in 2018 to specific 
terms of the contract and 

only recently learned that 
those terms were altered 
after his agreement.
 The contracts reflect 
that Miles signed the 
agreements which were 
then signed by Mayor Ed 
Boyd and Commission 
Chair Glyn Thrift. Both 
Boyd and Thrift initialed 
by their signatures on 
both the jail and dispatch 
agreements, “To include 
a reference back to the 
DCA Form 2 for E-911/
Radio-Dispatching ser-
vices and jail.”
 Those terms, Miles 
said, were never accept-
able by him and were 
agreed to after his signa-
ture was made. In fact, 

See AGREEMENT p. 3


