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 Metter Advertiser and 
Metter-Candler Chamber 
of  Commerce are team-
ing up once again for the 
annual Chamber of  Com-
merce Magazine and Com-
munity Guide. To have the 
most updated information 
in the magazine, churches 
and civic groups are asked 
to provide updates to be 
included.  
 “We need all of  our 
churches and civic groups 
to give us updated infor-
mation,” said Jerri Good-
man, magazine editor. 
“With changes due to CO-
VID-19 and other consid-
erations, we have found 
that many churches have 

different meeting times or 
now have online services 
available and our civic 
groups have had some 
changes as well.”
 All groups are asked to 
submit updated informa-
tion by no later than Fri-
day, July 30.
 Information should in-
clude: Official name of  
group; when meetings are 
held; physical location; 
and a contact name for 
the community to call for 
more information. Please 
email all information to 
news@metteradvertiser.
com and put “CHURCH-
CIVIC GROUP INFO” in 
the subject line.

Church, civic group info

needed for ‘21 magazine
 Qualifying for city 
elections will begin on 
Monday, Aug. 16, and 
continue through Friday, 
Aug. 20, from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. each day at Met-
ter City Hall.
 Positions up for elec-
tion include Mayor; Dis-
trict 1, Seat 2, currently 
occupied by Councilman 
Paul Mac-
G r e g o r 
and Dis-
trict 2, 
Seat 4, 
cur rently 
o c c u p i e d 
by Coun-
ci lwoman 
R a s h i d a 

Taylor.
 The qualifying fee for 
mayor is $207, while the 
fee for city council posi-
tions is $90. All terms are 
for four years.
 The election will be 
held on Nov. 2. Deadline 
to register to vote in the 
Nov. 2 election will be 
Oct. 4.

Qualifying announced

for Mayor, Council seats

by Suzanne Tyson
 Cats – people seem to 
either love them or hate 
them, but even cat-lovers 
don’t love being overrun 
with stray or feral cats. 
 Take, for instance, the lo-
cal home of  an elderly cou-
ple who have not had pets 
for many years. An adult 
cat and several kittens 
show up in their backyard, 
making their home in the 
overgrown shrubbery. 
The elderly woman enjoys 
watching the kittens play-
ing in her flower beds and 
even attempts to pet them. 
However, the kittens are 
skittish and scared and are 
too quick for the woman to 
catch. She starts putting 
out some scraps of  left-
overs for the kittens and 
continues to enjoy their 
antics from afar.
 Sounds harmless, right? 
Fast forward a few months 
and the kittens have grown 
into adolescent cats. A cou-
ple of  the kittens must be 
female because now some 
adult male “tom” cats be-
gin hanging around. The 

Community Cats of  Metter: Serving the feral cat population
couple begins to hear yowl-
ing and sounds of  fighting 
coming from their yard. 
Before long, one of  those 
now adult kittens is show-
ing signs that she is likely 
expecting kittens. 
 Within a couple of  
months, another litter of  
kittens is in the backyard. 
Now, instead of  the origi-
nal three or four kittens, 
there are three or four 
adult cats and more kit-
tens. This scenario repeats 
itself  over the course of  
the next couple of  years.
 Now, the older woman 
is not so tickled by the an-
tics of  the kittens and cats. 
They begin tearing up her 
flower beds, there is con-
stant “catfighting” going 
on, and the place is becom-
ing overrun with cats. 
 Occasionally, a dead kit-
ten is found in the yard. 
She worries that she or her 
husband will be tripped up 
by the cats and have a fall, 
which at their advanced 
age would be tragic. She 
doesn’t know what to do 
until someone tells her 

about Community Cats of  
Metter.

What is Community 

Cats of metter?

 Community Cats of  Met-
ter is a Facebook page that 
is dedicated to the goal of  
curbing the stray cat popu-
lation in Metter. The wom-
an’s daughter contacts the 
moderator of  the page, Sta-
cey Stanbro, who explains 
what the group is doing. 
She agrees to meet with 
the family to determine if  
there is a way to help them 
out with their cat problem.
 What Stacey tells the 
family is that Commu-
nity Cats of  Metter uses a 
method called TNR. 
 “TNR is trap, neuter, re-
turn,” she tells them. She 
further explains, “We get 
the cats used to being fed 
in the same place at the 
same time. After the pat-
tern has been established, 
we come with traps that 
are baited with food. When 
a cat is trapped, he or she 
is then transported to Fix-

ing the Boro to be evalu-
ated, vaccinated and neu-
tered,” says Stacey. After 
that, the cat is returned 
to the site where he or she 
was trapped.
 For the couple that 
was being overrun with 
cats, this is the answer to 
a prayer. Over the next 
weeks, Community Cats 
of  Metter gets busy and 
things begin to change.

 There is much more to 
the process and there is 
actual science behind it. 
Stacey states that the first 
thing is knowing the differ-
ence between a pet, a stray 
and feral cat. 

KnoWing the differenCe

 A pet is a companion an-
imal that is kept by some-
one primarily for company 

or entertainment. 
 Pet cats are usually at-
tractive in appearance and 
usually have good person-
alities. 
 A stray cat is a cat that 
has been socialized to peo-
ple at some point in its life, 
but it no longer has a home 
because of  abandonment 
or being lost or straying 

 The Queen of  Victory 
Missionary Baptist Asso-
ciation will hold a Com-
munity Mission Outreach 
at the pavilion at Metter 
Police Department, 900-
942 East 
L i l l i a n 
S t r e e t 
from 8 
a.m. to 
12 noon 
on Satur-
day, July 
17. Masks are required.
 Food and clothing will 
be given away, along with 
COVID-19 vaccinations.  
The vaccination will be 
the one-dose administra-
tion by Johnson & John-
son. To receive a vaccina-
tion, recipients must be 18 

years of  age or older. No 
appointment is necessary. 
To register, visit waycross-
vax.coreresponse.org.
 Food - chickens and hams 
-  will be provided courtesy 

of  Crider 
F o o d s 
of  Still-
m o r e . 
C l o t h -
ing will 
be sized 
infant to 

adult. Also given away will 
be shoes, toys, household 
items and small appliances.
 For more information, 
contact Rev. Gregory 
Thomas, 912-685-6517; 
Robert Parrish, 912-362-
0188 or Judy L. Swint, 912-
685-3710.

Community Mission Outreach

to be held Saturday, 8 a.m. - noon

by Jerri Goodman
 We often don’t give 
much thought to emer-
gency care -- until we’re 
the one in the middle of  

the emergency.
 But Candler County 
EMS Director Joe Reyn-
olds is all too aware of  
emergencies and what is 

needed in those emergen-
cies. During the July 6 
meeting of  Candler Coun-
ty Commission, Reynolds 
gave commissioners a 
first-hand glimpse into 

just how challeng-
ing it is to be part of  
a medical emergen-
cy response team. 
 To begin his dem-
onstration, Reyn-
olds pulled out a 
CPR training mani-
kin and assigned 
C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Blake Hendrix with 
the task of  applying 
chest compressions 

while Reynolds was talk-
ing. 
 An obviously winded 
Hendrix stated after his 
brief  time -- under one 
minute -- working with 
the manikin, “It’ll wear 
you out.”
 But for a paramedic on 

the ambulance, Reynolds 
said, that hands-on pa-
tient care has to go along 
in conjunction with ad-
ministering medications, 
ventilating a patient and 
any other service that is 
necessary to keep that pa-
tient alive.
 “The New England 
Journal of  Medicine in 
2006 put out an article that 
said other than surgery, 
for the first 30 minutes 
(of  an emergency) you 
are as well off in the back 
of  an ambulance with a 
paramedic as you are in 
an emergency room,” he 
said.
 Reynolds pointed out 
that what makes that 
information even more 
amazing is that in the 
back of  an ambulance 
there are only two people 
working with the patient, 
while in an emergency 

Emergency care when it counts
room, there is an entire 
team of  medical profes-
sionals on hand. 
 “When we go out to a 
scene, it is usually a para-
medic and an EMT, which 
means ... no matter what 
the emergency is -- those 
two people that go out on 
that ambulance are re-
sponsible for handling it,” 
Reynolds said. “We don’t 
bring back excuses.
 “If  we go out for a 
heart attack, we have to 
deal with it. A drowning? 
We’ve got to deal with it. 
A snake bite? We’ve got to 
deal with it.
 “When encountering a 
person who is not breath-
ing and doesn’t have a 
heart beat, for us, there’s 
no greater emergency 
than that. It’s either we 
achieve the return of  a 
heart beat or that individ-
ual expires.”

 Reynolds then pointed 
out that in many cases, 
the life of  that patient lies 
entirely in the paramed-
ic’s ability to render CPR.
 “The man is the ma-
chine,” he said. “What-
ever man you have on that 
chest is how well that per-
son’s outcome is.”

THE LUCAS DEVICE

IS A LIFE-SAVER

 Reynolds then thanked 
commissioners for their 
recent purchase of  a 
$16,000 Lucas Device, 
which renders chest com-
pressions in a steady, 
rhythmic fashion.
 “Not only does it pro-
vide mechanical ability to 
perform that chest com-
pression,” Reynolds said, 
“it performs it at a con- EMS Director Joe Reynolds instructs Commissioner 

Blake Hendrix on administering chest compressions. 
Inset: Reynolds explains the Lucas Device.

Feral cats are fed near a local convenience store as part of  the TNR program.

See EMS page 2

See CATS page 3

Queen of Victory
Missionary Baptist Association

Rev. Gregory Thomas, Moderator
Community Mission Outreach


