
Metter Advertiser
© Copyright 2019, Snell Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.

 Obituaries
15 South Rountree St. • Metter GA 30439

912-685-6566 • 912-685-4901 Fax • 1-888- 685-6603
news@metteradvertiser.com • ads@metteradvertiser.com

legals@metteradvertiser.com • subscriptions@metteradvertiser.com
Award-winning Newspaper

GPA Better 
Newspaper

Contest
Carlton C. Holland

Madge Spence Moses

 Volume 106, Number 31                                          Metter, Georgia 30439                                                              June 19, 2019

See FIRE p. 2

by Jerri Goodman
 An ante litem notice to 
Candler County has surfaced on 
facebook regarding the German 
Shepherd Dog 
Hoarding Case 
from January.
 An ante 
litem notice 
is required 
in the state of 
Georgia before 
a case can be 
brought against 
a governing 
entity.
 C o u n t y 
A t t o r n e y 
Kendall Gross acknowledged 
that the notice was received 
by the county, saying, “We 
deny any liability and have 
responded to the ante litem 

notice by saying that we deny 
any responsibility.” Because of 
attorney-client privileges, Gross 
said he could not comment 
further.
 The City of Metter received a 
similar notice according to City 
Attorney Brent Carter. “The 
city did receive a similar letter, 
but that is all I can say at this 
time,” Carter said.
 According to the letter which 
was stamped, “Received by 
Candler County, June 10, 2019,” 
Powell is demanding $3 mil-
lion plus reasonable attorneys’ 
fees from the City of Metter, 
Montgomery County, Candler 
County, the Department of Ag-
riculture and the Department 
of Revenue.
 In the ante litem notice, which 
was submitted by Ashleigh R. 

Powell seeks $3 million
in German Shepherd case

Madison of Southeast Law LLC, 
Madison states that she and At-
torney John Carson have been 
retained by Powell to represent 
her in her claim.
 Madison writes: “Ms. Powell 
contends that said agencies’ 
officials were negligent and 
acted intentionally to deprive 
Ms. Powell of her German 
Shepherd canines which she 
owned lawfully and which she 
cared for properly. Ms. Powell 
contends that she was harassed 
and treated unfairly for owning 
and maintaining said animals 
by various members of the 
aforementioned agencies. 
This harassment and unfair 
treatment ultimately culminated 
in being improperly arrested, 

Recreation teams advancing to State

 Metter Advertiser is teaming up with Paws, Hearts & 
Hands of  Candler County for the 2nd annual Purr-fect 
Pet Publication, which will be included in the July 24 
issue of  the paper.
 For $5 per pet, you can submit your pet(s) photo for 
inclusion in the publication. Half  of  all photo proceeds 
benefit PHHCC, a non-profit agency dedicated solely to 
improving the quality of  life for Candler County’s pet 
population.
 This year, Metter Graphics has joined in as well to 
offer totes and t-shirts customized with your pet(s)’s 
photo. Totes are $16.15 each, tax included, while t-shirts 

are $24.79 ($28.03 for 2XL and 3XL). Pet owners can 
choose from a block or script font. PHHCC will receive 
$5 per tote or t-shirt sold in addition to photo proceeds.
 “We are so excited to offer these unique ways for 
families to show off their beloved pets,” said Editor 
Jerri Goodman. “We are also glad to be able to help 
Paws, Hearts & Hands of  Candler County in their 
important work, including helping un-homed pets at 
the animal shelter find fur-ever homes!”
 To learn more, visit http://www.metteradvertiser.
com or call 912-685-6566. Or fill out the form provided 
in this week’s paper.

Taking entries for Purr-fect Pet 2019

 Metter Chiropractic Center is hosting a free Kids’ Day 
in the Park event on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in 
Metter’s downtown park.
 The event will feature a bounce house, balloons, 
activities, games, sno cones and cotton candy. All 
donations will benefit the Boys & Girls Clubs of  Central 
Georgia.
 For more information, call Metter Chiropractic Center 
at 912-685-2324.

Kids’ Day in Park 
this  Saturday

by Jerri Goodman
 A lack of answers from 
the City regarding the 
Fy2020 fire budget has 
County Administrator 
Bryan Aasheim unsure 
of how the County will 
proceed with the adoption 
of their own FY2020 
budget.
 The City submitted 
a $607,000 proposed 
fire operating budget 
to the County on May 
31 along with a capital 
improvement budget 
for the fire department. 
According to the terms 
of the Service Delivery 
Strategy negotiations of 

2018, the City and County 
split the fire department’s 
operating budget 50-
50. The SDS agreement 
also outlines how capital 
expenditures are to be 
addressed. 
 Under the SDS, 
a committee of 
representatives from 
both the City and County 
are to meet to review 
the budget prior to its 
presentation. County 
Vice Chairman Brad 
Jones, City Councilman 
Brandon Sikes and Fire 
Chief Jason Douglas did 
meet in the spring, but 
questions concerning 

capital outlays were not 
fully resolved before 
the budget was officially 
submitted to the County.
 After the County 
received the proposed 
operating and capital 
expenditure budgets 
for the department, 
Aasheim sent follow-up 
correspondence to Cody 
on June 4, asking for 
specifics regarding the 
capital budget. 
 In that correspondence, 
Aasheim  also wrote, 
“The county’s fire budget 
committee representative 

by Jerri Goodman
 Through an approved 
$8 increase in sanitation 
rates and a proposed 
monthly $5 fee per water 
meter -- as well as a 
proposed water/sewer 
increase  and commercial 
fire fee in January -- along 
with more patrolling on 
the interstate, the city 
looks to be able to present 
a balanced FY2020 budget 
for public review next 
week.
 Approval of the budget 
was scrapped last week 
before Council gathered 

on Friday for a budget 
workshop that began at 9 
a.m. and concluded after 
3 p.m., with a short break 
for lunch.
 All council members, 
except for Paul Mac-
Gregor, were present at 
the meeting. Mayor Ed 
Boyd, City Clerk Angie 
Conner and City Man-
ager Mandi Cody were 
present for the workshop, 
which was also attended 
by city department heads, 
a few concerned citizens 
and County Administra-
tor Bryan Aasheim and 

County Commissioner 
Brad Jones.
 As the meeting began, 
Council was faced with 
a significant shortfall, 
which was quickly in-
creased by $77,000 as 
council agreed project-
ed LOST revenue were 
overstated. The original 
LOST revenue of $717,000 
was reduced to $640,000 
to align with current 
trends on the penny sales 
tax.
 Boyd explained that 
some of the obstacles the 
city is presently facing 

are issues that will be re-
solved in the near future, 
including doubling up on 
jail payments and con-
tinuing recreation pay-
ments in accordance with 
Service Delivery Strategy 
agreements. 
 “At this point, we are 
incurring $100,000 in ex-
tra expense that we will 
not incur forever as a 
city,” Boyd said. 
 Additionally, Boyd 
pointed out over $200,000 
in legal fees the city in-
curred as part of SDS ne-
gotiations has impacted 

the budget and cash-flow 
process.
 “That is a one-time 
deal,” he said. “The coun-
ty incurred a cost too and 
they had to absorb it. Ab-
sorbing that cost into the 
budget is another bump 
that we’re trying to get 
through.
 “Because of these one-
time issues, I am not 
adverse to using the fund 
balance to help pay for the 
(budget) shortfall,” Boyd 
added. He also suggested 
moving additional funds 
from the city’s enterprise 

fund if needed.
 Council also discussed 
furloughing employees, 
but decided the cost 
savings were not enough 
to offset the impact this 
action would take on 
employee morale.
 Cody also explained that 
insurance premiums have 
increased by 60 percent in 
the last two fiscal years. 
She outlined plans the city 
has undertaken to bring 
insurance costs down in 

City may not hike millage but service fees to increase

City/County fire agreement may 

hold up County budget approval
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 Metter’s Lex Davis connects for a hit during the 10U District 
Tournament at Metter-Candler Recreation Department last 
week. Both the 8U and 10U All Star teams won their respective 
district titles and will advance to state play. See related stories on 
page 9. photo by dan henderson

by Jerri Goodman
 Chesapeake Plantation 
owner Todd Reed 
made an impassioned 
plea to commissioners 
on Monday night to 
reconsider their denial 
of his variance to house 
more than 20 animals on 
his property.
 Reed, accompanied 
by Attorney George 
Rountree, attended 
Monday’s meeting to state 
his case regarding his 
new retriever training 
facility. 
 His permit application 
had been presented to 
commissioners earlier 

and was denied at the 
June 3 meeting after 
adjacent landowners 
Randy and Debbie Lanier 
protested the permit.
 “(Mr. Reed) is putting in 
a very nice, nation-wide, 
renowned facility for 
training dogs,” Rountree 
explained. “He has people 
lined up from all over 
the United States to have 
their retrievers trained.”
 One concern that had 
led commissioners to vote 
down the permit earlier 
in the month centered 
around the plastic barrels 
that are inside the dogs’ 
individual kennels. 

The county’s ordinance 
prohibits plastic barrels.
 However, as Rountree 
stated and video 
and photographs 
demonstrated, the 
kennels themselves had 
insulated ceilings and the 
barrels are in the kennels 
more to give the option 
of going in if they want 
seclusion. Drums are 
preferred in the industry, 
Reed explained, because 
they are more hygienic 
and easier to clean.
 Reed informed 
commissioners that he 

Chesapeake Plantation owner
pleads his case to commissioners
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Angela Powell
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