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 The high speed chase 
that ended with a crash 
at the I-16 interchange 
in Metter made national 
television. Last week, 
Live PD on A & E covered 
the harrowing chase that 
began in Treutlen County 
on May 24 and continued 
into Candler County. 
The suspect crashed into 
an unoccupied Metter 
PD vehicle, causing 
the vehicle to roll 
down an embankment. 
Preliminary estimates of 
the relatively new vehicle 

have damages in the 
$30,000-range, although 
it is possible the cruiser 
may be totaled out. The 
city is waiting on word 
from the insurance 
adjustor regarding the 
status of the vehicle, Chief 
Rob Shore told council 
on Monday evening. The 
chase began as a traffic 
stop in Treutlen County. 
The passenger in the car, 
Cornelius Roberts, 27, of 
Sylvania, then jumped 
into the driver’s seat, 
and the chase began. A 

Georgia State Patrolman 
was injured during the 
chase as he attempted to 
deploy spike strips. Spike 
strips were then deployed 
at the off-ramp of I-16, 
which led to the Ford 
Fusion crashing into the 
Metter Police vehicle and 
into a pole. The suspect 
then attempted to flee 
the scene on foot but was 
apprehended in the multi-
agency effort. 
 The video can be viewed 
at www.facebook.com/
OfficialLivePD/videos/.

Local high speed chase 
makes aired on Live PD

by Jerri Goodman
 Metter City Council 
approved a continuing 
budget resolution on 
Monday evening to 
continue operating under 
the FY2019 budget for 
an additional calendar 
month while they work 
to approve a balanced 
FY2020 budget. At the 
same time, City Manager 
Mandi Cody has issued a 
hiring freeze on the four 
vacant positions in the 
city: a police officer, a fire 
fighter, a groundskeeper 
and a water/sewer helper.
 According to Cody, the 
individual departmental 
revenues are coming 
in within budgeted 
numbers. However, she 
said, the city has received 
$225,000 less in revenue 
for the year to date than 
has been expended. Since 
the city is so close to the 
end of the fiscal year, Cody 
said she believes the city 
will have to cash in CD’s 
totaling over $180,000 and 
use about $76,000 from 
the fund balance.
 Originally, the FY2020 

budget was scheduled 
to be released to the 
public on Monday, with 
a hearing scheduled for 
a week later. However, 
Cody notified council 
late Friday evening that 
the budget schedule was 
being delayed. 
 Council will resume 
budget talks during a 
workshop session this 
Friday at 9 a.m.
 “My expectation at 
this time is that council 
members are going to 
discuss the financial 
condition of the city 
and what their options 
are and what the policy 
implications of those 
options are,” Cody said. 
“I think they want to 
come together in a format 
where they can discuss 
as a group those options, 
those consequences, 
those policies and settle 
in their own minds what 
they want their vote to 
be.”
 The Proposed FY2020 
budget that was being 
considered reflected a 
$464,000 budget deficit if 

the current millage rate 
and all rate structures 
were to remain 
unchanged. 
 “The $464,000 shortfall 
is not a brand new 
situation,” Cody said. 
“The last couple of years, 
for several years before I 
got here and continuing 
into my tenure here, 
council has used some 
fund balance to balance 
that annual operating 
budget.”
 Explaining that the tax 
digest has decreased by 
over $5 million over the 
last decade, while council 
was continuing to vote in 
millage rates using the 
rollback rates with no 
tax increase, “The same 
millage was being applied 
to a lower tax base, which 
meant our revenues were 
staying, at best, steady if 
not declining at the same 
time expenses were going 
up on the city just like 
they were going up on 
homes and businesses.
 “Some decisions made 

Council to revisit budget
City Manager announces hiring freeze

 The City of Metter 
sanitation and streets 
and lanes departments 
have changed their hours 
of operation, effective 
this week.
 The work day for these 
personnel will now run 
from 6 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
 “The level of service 
and routes will remain 
the same,” said City 
Public Works Director 

Cliff Hendrix. However, 
he said, “This will affect 
the time that polycarts 
will be emptied. Everyone 
may want to put their 
polycarts out the night 
before.”
 City Manager Mandi 
Cody explained that the 
change will more closely 
align these departments 
with the operational 
hours of the county 

landfill and will also 
help employees working 
outdoors during high 
temperatures over the 
summer.
 As part of the FY2020 
budget discussion, council 
is considering a move to a 
three-day collection week. 
The details of how this 
will impact individual 
routes have not yet been 
worked out.

City changes hours for streets 
& lanes, sanitation departments’

by Benjamin Reeves
UGA Extension Agent
 The first thing I learned as 
an Extension Agent is that you 
cannot control the weather. 
Last year we had a rainy 
spring during the cotton and 
peanut planting season. This 
prevented farmers from getting 
into the field, and some crops 
were planted later than normal. 
 This year the weather 
flipped on us, and we had a 

prolonged drought across the 
state instead. With the large 
amount of dryland acreage we 
have in Candler County, this is 
concerning. When topsoil and 
subsoil moisture are depleted 
under drought conditions, it 
can prevent seeds from properly 
germinating. This can cause a 
poor stand count, which is a top 
priority. This is more drastic 
for cotton, as it cannot tolerate 
as deep of a planting depth as 

peanuts. 
 While a good portion of 
peanuts were already in the 
ground mid-drought, planting 
dates for cotton were pushed 
back until rain was in the 
near forecast. These rains 
are better late than never and 
should be beneficial to crops 
that are already in the ground. 
It should also help recently 
planted cotton by allowing 
enough moisture to reach the 

seed and allowing the plant to 
emerge. Conversely, prolonged 
heavy rain events we are going 
through now could make it 
difficult to run equipment in 
the field, which could prevent 
planting and running sprayers.
 In terms of the crops that 
were already established, the 
high heat and drought have 
taken their toll. This is more 
severe on dryland acres. Even 
in irrigated fields, getting water 

to an entire crop can be an 
issue, as water will not hold and 
moves quickly down the soil 
profile under dry conditions. 
 The rains we are having right 
now may afford the opportunity 
to shut off irrigation on some 
crops, which can help with 
overall production costs. It is 
my hope that these rains have 
not come too late to help carry 
the crops through the meat of 
the growing season.

Ag agent hopeful recent rains are timely

 County Commissioners 
will hold a hearing on 
the proposed FY2020 
budget on Wednesday, 
June 19, at 5 p.m. at the 
commissioners office.
 Commissioners antici-
pate approving the 

new budget at a called 
meeting on Wednesday, 
June 26, also at 5 p.m.
 The general fund 
has been balanced 
at $7.3 million, 
unchanged from the 
prior year. Currently, 

Chairman Glyn Thrift 
said, the county is 
not anticipating an 
increase in taxes, but 
will instead address 
the projected $50,000 
shortfall using the fund 
balance.

County sets FY2020 budget hearing
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 The BRAG riders started arriving 
in town early Friday morning and by 
mid-morning, the majority had already 
passed through en route to Hinesville. 
The rest stop in Metter was sponsored 
by the City of Metter and Metter-Can-
dler Chamber of Commerce. Over 1,000 
cyclists took part in the ride.
 “We had a wonderful turnout,” re-
ported Heidi Jeffers, Metter’s executive 

director of tourism and business devel-
opment. “The riders came from all over 
the country and from other countries. 
They loved Metter and were so excited 
to be back. Many of the returning rid-
ers said that Metter is a favorite stop.”
 Cyclists pedaled into Metter from 
Swainsboro en route to their next stop 
en route to Hinesville. This year’s trek 
was from Elijay to Darien.

BRAG-ging about Metter


