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COVID
COUNT 181

$500 for Paws, Hearts & Hands
 On Monday, Metter Advertiser do-
nated $500 to Paws, Hearts & Hands of 
Candler County. Proceeds were raised 
through the 3rd annual Purr-fect Pet 
Publication, which was printed last 
week. “We had over 165 pictures, which 
makes this by far the largest publica-
tion to date,” reported Jerri Goodman, 
editor of Metter Advertiser. “For each 

pet in the publication, $2.50 was donat-
ed to PHHCC. We also had several who 
donated more than the photo fee, and 
that, along with the newspaper’s own 
donation, raised the total to $500.”
 Pictured: Jerri Goodman (c) pres-
ents a $500 check to PHHCC members 
(l-r) Amanda Wilson, Amy Harrelson, 
Cheryl Aasheim and Deborah Johns.

 In just one week, the 
number of positive Covid 
tests in Candler County 
has reached 181 as of 
Monday, up from 139 one 
week ago. That number 
reflects all local Covid-19 
cases since the first posi-
tive test on March 29.
 According to the Geor-
gia Department of Public 
Health, Candler County 
has now had one death 
from Covid and has had 
eight hospitalizations.
 Candler County EMA 

Deputy Director Justin 
Wells says he can offer no 
information regarding 
death.
 “We have not been of-
ficially notified by the 
Georgia Department of 
Public Health about any 
Covid deaths other than 
what is being published 
on the public website,” he 
said. 
 At Candler County 
Hospital, Public Rela-
tions Director Marty Ray 
said, “We are continuing 
to see a lot of Covid-19 test 
requests. However, the 
hospitalizations remain 
low at Candler County 
Hospital. We are capa-
ble and ready to handle 
whatever our community 
needs.”

Covid 
count
climbs

 Across the country, 
people - including Geor-
gia - are reporting receiv-
ing mysterious packages. 
Even more mysterious is 
the seeds that are found in 
those packages. 
 The Georgia Depart-
ment of Agriculture has 
been notified that several 
Georgia residents have re-
ceived unsolicited packag-
es containing seeds. The 
packages appear to have 
originated from China. 
Recipients are strongly ad-
vised not to open the pack-
ages or plant the seeds.
 “At this time, we are not 
sure what the seeds are 
and therefore are urging 
everyone to be exceed-
ingly vigilant,” Georgia 
Agriculture Commis-
sioner Gary W. Black said. 
“If you have received one 
of these packages in the 
mail, please use extreme 
caution by not touching 
the contents and secure 
the package in a plastic 
bag.”
 Recipients are asked 
not to throw the seeds 
away, discard or open and 
to also keep the mailing 
label the packages were 
shipped from.
 The types of seeds in the 
packages are unknown at 
this time and may be in-
vasive plant species. The 
packages were sent by 
mail and may have Chi-
nese writing on them.
 Invasive species wreak 
havoc on the environ-
ment, displace or destroy 

native plants and insects 
and severely damage 
crops. Taking steps to pre-
vent their introduction is 
the most effective method 
of reducing both the risk 
of invasive species infes-
tations and the cost to 
control and mitigate these 
infestations.
 Anyone who has re-
ceived unsolicited seeds 
in the mail from China 
or any other country is 
encouraged to contact the 
GDA Seed Lab at 229-386-
3145 or email SeedLab@
agr.georgia.gov.

Beware of the
mystery seeds

FIRST
DEATH
REPORTED

by Jerri Goodman
 “Back to school” will be 
a little different this year. 
So much has changed lo-
cally and nationally since 
the sudden end of tradi-
tional learning in March. 
 At that time, Candler 
County Board of Edu-
cation, like boards all 
across the country, had to 
hurriedly develop a modi-
fied online plan for in-
struction to finish out the 
school year. Now, follow-
ing a summer of prepar-
ing, planning, organizing 
and coordinating, the lo-
cal school system is ready 
to greet students in the 
classroom once again. Or, 
if families so choose, the 
local schools are ready 
for a direct plan of online 
learning.
 The effects of the COV-
ID pandemic have forced 
administrators and teach-
ers to shift some of their 
focus from learning and 
growing to simply “stay-
ing safe.”
 “Our summer leader-
ship is usually very en-
gaging and exciting,” said 
Superintendent Dr. Bub-
ba Longgrear. “We talk 

about innovative ways to 
reach students. This sum-
mer, it was different. We 
had to focus on just trying 
to meet criteria in terms 
of cleanliness and sanitiz-
ing. That’s not nearly as 
motivating and fun, but it 
is necessary.”

Virtual 
Open House

 Open House in the local 
school system is a major 
social event as friends 
and families reconnect 
following the summer 
break. That won’t be the 
case this year.
 “A lot of open house will 
be virtual,” Longgrear 
said. “We will go ahead 
and send out who is in 
whose homeroom and 
take away that surprise.”
 Since there will be 
no formal Open House, 
MHS students will be 
able to view their class 
schedules in Power-
School on Friday. 

Face masks
are not 

mandatory

 Face masks will not be 
mandatory except where 
required, Longgrear said. 
 “We are not mandating 
any mask, except for caf-
eteria workers ... and bus 
drivers,” he said. 
 Because face masks 
can serve as a barrier for 
students who need to see 
mouth movement of their 
instructors, such as those 
needing speech therapy, 
Longgrear said specialty 
masks have been ordered 
with clear mouths.

Parents asked 
to pick up, drop 

off when 
possible

 Because social distanc-
ing is not achievable on a 
bus, Longgrear said the 
school is asking parents 
for help. 
 “Parents that can bring 
their students will help 
alleviate the crowdedness 
on the buses,” he said. 
 Buses will be equipped 
with hand sanitizer 
pumps and students are 
“strongly encouraged” 
to wear masks on the 
bus.  “We are trying to 
be preventive, but the bus 
is an area of susceptibil-
ity, and we realize that,” 
Longgrear said. “Unless 
we get a little help from 
parents, there is no way 
to socially distance with-
out running a bus route 
three or four times a day.”
 Each bus will be 
sprayed four times 
throughout the year us-
ing an environmentally 
friendly Ecovasive prod-
uct, which is effective for 
up to 90 days.  Buildings 
will also be sprayed on 
Saturday before school.
 For parents concerned 
about the spray being 
used, Longgrear said 
the team applying the 
spray will not even wear 
hazmat suits. 

Keeping 
kids safe

 A s -
s i s t a n t 
Superin-
t e n d e n t 
J o h n 
J o r d a n 
has been 
working 
e x t e n -
s i v e l y 
w i t h 
G e or g i a 
E m e r -
g e n c y 
Manage-
m e n t 
A g e nc y, 
the state 
D e p a r t -
ment of 
E d u c a -
tion and 
F i r s t 
District RESA to obtain 
needed PPE (Personal 
Protective Equipment) for 
both students and school 
personnel.
 Jordan said this part-
nership has already se-
cured 3,000 face masks 
for the district as well as 
forehead thermometers. 
“The next shipment will 
be much larger,” he said, 
“with more adult and 
children’s facemasks, 
enough face shields for 
every bus driver and caf-
eteria worker, more ther-
mometers, foggers, hand 
sanitizing stations and 
hand sanitizer.”
 In addition to that, 
Longgrear added, “We 
have really been storing 
up on cleaning supplies. 
Each classroom will have 
a cart that we will replen-
ish with supplies and 
wipes so we can sanitize 
as frequently as possible.”

When students
need extra help
 The special education 
teams and RTI (response 
to intervention) for stu-
dents who struggle in cer-
tain areas will continue 
to focus on meeting the 
needs of each student. 
 That will include evalu-

Metter Elementary kindergarten teachers meet during pre-planning.

Kids return Monday
but with changes

B. Longgrear

J. Jordan

See KIDS  p. 3A
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