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 After a stellar 13-1 sea-
son in 2020, Coach Rodney 
Garvin and the 2021 Met-
ter Tigers football team 
are looking to take the 
field strong once again 
this fall. 
 After an undefeated reg-
ular season and a march 
deep into the playoffs, 
Garvin and his staff have 
high expectations that the 
players’ hard work during 
spring and summer prac-
tices and workouts will 
pay big dividends once 
again when the Tigers 
face their first opponents 
in the season opener on 
August 20.
 The Tigers will dress 56 
in the orange and black 
this fall with a strong 
mix of  both veteran and 
younger players. Eleven 
seniors, 17 juniors, 14 
sophomores and 14 fresh-
men will put on the pads, 
and the coaches like what 
they see from them all. 
 The coaching staff en-
courages a “Next Man 
Up” mentality as players 
from each class work to 
strengthen positions left 
open by last year’s seniors, 
and so far, they haven’t 
been disappointed. 
 Junior wingback and 
free safety R.J. Coney will 
be supporting his team-
mates from the sidelines 
this fall, having suffered 
a season-ending knee in-
jury. On a happier note, 
juniors Antwan Coney 
and C.J. Donaldson have 
been cleared to play after 
suffering season-ending 
injuries in 2020. 

Seniors to provide
leadership

 The senior Tigers have 
set goals for the year, 
and while Garvin won’t 
divulge just what they 
are, he says the players 
have set the bar high, 
and “That’s right where I 
want it.” 
 He’s looking to the se-
niors to set the standard 
on and off the field and 
has confidence that’s ex-
actly what they’ll do. 
 Coach Garvin is looking 
to senior tight end Cole 
McCranie to continue be-
ing a leader on both sides 
of  the ball this season and 
says senior and third-year 

starting offensive lineman 
Christian Martinez is a 
force to be reckoned with. 
 Also look for big 
plays from senior tackle 
Brayden Burke, senior de-
fensive  back Danny Che-
ley and senior defensive 
end/fullback Josh Kelly, 
who’s back in action after 
getting a bit banged up 
last season.

Juniors to move
into leadership roles

 Junior Tigers to watch 
include running back 
Kaliq Jordan, who Coach 
Garvin says is a true lead-
er and a big part of  the 
heart of  the Tigers squad. 
 2020 all-state running 
back Ethan Oglesby is 
looking for another big 
year, as is starting offen-
sive guard and defensive 
tackle Brooks Longgrear. 
 Juniors Antwan Coney 
and C.J. Donaldson are 
healthy and ready for ac-
tion, Coney at the middle 
linebacker and tight end 
positions, and Donaldson 
as a Tigers defensive end 
and wide receiver. 
 Junior Trey Hall will be 
leading the Tigers from 
the starting quarterback 
position this season. 

Tigers meet
the challenge

 At the end of  every sea-
son, Coach Garvin meets 
with each player to set 
goals for the following 
year – both athletic and 
academic – and they set 
those goals high to be 
challenging but attain-
able. 
 Three players rose to 
the challenge and met 
all goals: Sophomore free 
safety and wide receiver 
Jamarreon Morgan, ju-
nior defensive tackle and 
starting center Danirion 
Jenkins and starting 
quarterback Trey Hall.

Running the Wing T
 The Tigers will once 
again run the Wing T 
offense. Garvin knows 
“We’ve got to be strong up 
the middle” in the center, 
quarterback, and fullback 
positions – positions filled 
last year by graduated se-
niors Jackson Longgrear, 

Taj Hobbs and Aaron Col-
lins. Garvin isn’t worried 
in the least, however, hav-
ing total confidence in the 
Tiger players claiming 
those positions this year.
 The Tigers defensive 
squad is “Rebuilding,” 
according to Garvin, who 
adds, “That’s not a nega-
tive thing. We’ve got good 
pieces coming in.” 
 He knows he’s got 
strong, experienced of-
fensive leaders who will 
bolster the defense, and 
“once they get some 
games under their belts, 
they’ll be okay.” 
 Garvin knows football 
is about growth and de-
velopment, as players 
and leaders on and off the 
field, and he fully believes 
his players are eager, will-
ing, and hungry to learn 
and grow.

Special Teams provide
excitement for fans

 Metter football fans can 
always count on excite-
ment from the Tigers’ Spe-
cial Teams units. They say 
dynamite comes in small 
packages, and that’s cer-
tainly true for sophomore 
cornerback and kicker Fi-
del Esquivel, who had the 
fans in the stands on their 
feet for every PAT, drilling 
24 of  32 attempts between 
the uprights last season. 
 This year Esquivel will 
be partnered with senior 
cornerback and kicker 
Zach Davis, who’s back 
with the Tigers for 2021. 
Garvin says the two kick-
ers “have been having a 
heck of  a competition this 
summer!” 
 That’s great news for 
Tiger fans who love see-
ing touchdowns followed 
by those icing-on-the-cake 
PATs and solid kick-offs 
that put opponents deep 
in their own territory.

Kenny Murphy
joins coaching staff  

 Garvin is excited about 
what he calls “a tremen-
dous hire” in coaching 
staff addition Kenny Mur-
phy, who will be the Ti-
gers’ new defensive ends 
coach for the 2021 season. 
 Murphy is new to 
coaching but not to the 
game, having played him-

self  at Valdosta State Uni-
versity. 
 Murphy was no strang-
er to MHS before joining 
the coaching staff, visit-
ing the school many times 
as a Herff Jones rep. He 
approached Garvin and 
expressed a deep interest 
in coaching, wanting to 
work with and motivate 
young people. He wanted 
to be a part of  the Tigers. 
 Garvin looks for Coach 
Murphy to do a fantastic 
job with the Tigers defen-
sive ends this season.

The MMS program:
Building Tigers early

 Garvin can’t say enough 
good stuff about the Met-
ter Middle School Tigers 
team and coaching staff. 
 Head coach Trevor Bry-
ant will lead the MMS Ti-
gers, with veteran coach 
Chris Martin serving as 
Bryant’s assistant coach. 
Coaches Dylan Dixon 
and Terrance Green will 
be returning for another 
year with the MMS Tiger 
team. 
 Garvin states, “I feel 
great about the direction 
we got going in the middle 
school. We’ve got a young 
coaching staff. It’s a good 
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balance of  coaches build-
ing good relationships 
with the kids. It’s all about 
relationships, really, from 
the top down.” 
 All of  this is great news 
for the future of  Metter 
Tigers football.

Tigers in fight
to keep region title

 The MHS Tigers kicked 
off their season with a 
scrimmage in Statesboro 
against the SHS Blue Dev-
ils on August 13 and will 
host the Swainsboro Ti-
gers for the first regular 
game of  2021 on August 
20. 
 On September 17, the de-
fending region champion 
Tigers travel to Portal to 
play the Panthers for Met-
ter’s region opener, lead-
ing into an exciting sea-
son of  region play against 
some talented opponents. 
 Coach Garvin says re-
gion challenger Jenkins 
County is always big and 
athletic. The Tigers are 
slated to play region oppo-
nent Screven County for 
Homecoming on October 
1. 
 McIntosh should prove 
to be a battle, with that 
team bringing back eight 

or nine starters on both 
sides of  the ball. And 
of  course, the season 
wouldn’t be complete 
without the Tigers facing 
the rival ECI Bulldogs at 
home to end the regular 
season on November 5.

Generating
community excitement
 Feeding on the energy 
from their 2020 season, 
Garvin hopes to generate 
even more excitement. He 
states, “It’s good for the 
community. The cheer-
leaders are into it; the 
band’s into it. I mean, it’s 
a community, and that’s 
what you want. We’re 
looking forward to put-
tin’ on the pads and seeing 
what we can do.” 
 If  the size of  the crowds 
at last season’s games 
were any indication of  
how much Tiger fans rally 
around their team, Coach 
Garvin, his staff, and the 
boys in orange and black 
know it’s gonna be loud 
and proud in The Jungle 
this fall! 
 A word of  warning to all 
Metter Tiger opponents: 
Be ready, because the Eye 
of  the Tiger is on YOU! Go 
Tigers!


