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by Selby Cody-Voss
 Metter resident Wal-
lace Wright has received 
the 23rd Annual Justice 
Robert Benham Award 
for Community Service 
for the Judicial District 
8 due to his work with 
under-served youth and 
the elderly around Can-
dler County alongside his 
therapy dog and compan-
ion, Tyler the Goldendoo-

 Wallace Wright reads to youngsters as Tyler looks on. photo by frank fortune

Wallace Wright receives 
Justice Benham Award

dle, as well as numerous 
other activities through-
out the years. 
 The award honors 
Georgia judges and law-
yers who have made sig-
nificant contributions 
to their communities 
beyond their legal work. 
The award ceremony will 
be held in March and is 
arranged by the Chief  
Justice’s Commission on 

Professionalism. 
 Wright is a retired law-
yer with Wright & Ed-
wards, P.C. in Statesboro, 
GA, where he worked un-
til 2008. He now spends his 
time volunteering in the 
community.
 Some of  his volunteer 
activities through the 
years include being ac-

Lanier sentenced

to 20 years prison
 Danny Lamar Lanier 
was sentenced to 20 years 
confinement on charges 
of  child molestation (2 
counts), enticing a child 
for indecent purposes and 
cruelty to children in the 
first degree. Lanier is also 
ordered to serve 30 years 
probation following con-
finement, to register as 
a sex offender and to pay 
$1,605 in fines and fees.
 Lanier was indicted 
in August on charges of  
rape, aggravated child 
molestation, enticing a 
child for indecent pur-
poses, two counts of  child 
molestation and a count 
of  cruelty to children in 
the first degree. The rape 
and aggravated child mo-
lestation charges had nol-
le prosequi dispositions in 
court.
 Both Lanier, 58, and his 
wife, Kathy Lynn Lani-
er, 52, were arrested in 
March and  indicted in 
August. Kathy Lanier’s 
indictment was on charg-
es of  cruelty to children 
in the first degree and 
tampering with evidence.
 Their arrest followed an 

Danny Lanier

investigation that began 
on March 1, 2022, after a 
sexual assault was report-
ed.
 Other cases presented 
in the Jan. 13 session of  
Candler County Superior 
Court include the follow-
ing:
 Stephanie Kimsey, 
possession of  scheduled 
III controlled substance 
and possession of  drug-
related objects; pleaded 

 Candler County is one 
of  six Georgia counties 
selected to take part in the 
Communities in Schools 
of  Georgia’s $15 million 
Department of  Education 
grant. 
 Funds from the grant 
will support the ACRES 
Project: Activating Com-
munities for Rural Educa-
tion Success. The project 
is designed to significant-
ly transform rural educa-
tional opportunities in six 
counties across the state. 
The five-year, $3 million 
per year grant is one of  
the largest in the De-
partment of  Education’s 
history and the most ex-
tensive federal grant in 
CISGA history.
 This year’s grant selec-
tion process was highly 
competitive, with the 
largest number of  appli-
cations in the history of  
the program, demonstrat-
ing the enormous need to 
have a continuum of  co-
ordinated support to ad-
dress students’ academic, 
social, emotional and 
mental health needs.
  CISGA is committed 
to implementing the four 
pillars of  the grant: 1) 
integrated student sup-
ports that address out-of-
school barriers to learn-
ing through partnerships 
with social and health 
service agencies and pro-
viders; 2) expanded and 
enriched learning time 
and opportunities; 3) ac-
tive family and commu-
nity engagement; and 4) 
collaborative leadership 
and practices.
 “Meeting the social, 
emotional and academic 
needs of  our students is 
critical to improving edu-
cational and life outcomes 
for all the children in our 
county,” said Roberta Gra-

ham, executive director of  
Communities in Schools 
of  Candler County. “The 
Full-Service Community 
Schools Program grant 
will not only improve the 
coordination, accessibil-
ity and effectiveness of  
services for our children 
and families, but it will al-
low us the ability to create 
greater change. 
 “We are thankful for the 
support of  the US Depart-
ment of  Education and we 
look forward to working 
with our team, our county 
of  Candler and our part-
ners to achieve the goals 
set out in the ACRES Proj-
ect.”
 “We are grateful for the 
vital support of  the US 
Department of  Educa-
tion, which allows us to 
serve thousands of  chil-
dren across the State,” 
states Carol Lewis, CEO 
of  CISGA. “Together with 
our local CISGA affiliates, 
their strong executive 
directors, and partners, 
we will use every tool at 
our disposal to help the 
State’s children face bar-
riers and succeed in both 
school and life.”
 The ACRES Project is 
a comprehensive plan to 
fully implement all pillars 
of  the FSCS model, with 
local CISGA affiliates as 
local lead partners and 
fulltime site coordinators 
in each school. These site 
coordinators will assess a 
student’s needs and then 
provide direct services 
and/or make referrals 
to community partners 
to ensure a student has 
everything they need to 
succeed in and out of  the 
classroom.
 The goals and outcomes  
to be achieved include im-
proved academic perfor-
mance; increased social/

emotional learning and 
life skills; improved phys-
ical and mental health; in-
creased graduation rates; 
improved partnerships 
between schools and 
families; increased family 
involvement in education 
and increased family con-
nections to community 
resources.
 Counties also chosen to 
partner with the project, 
in addition to Candler, are 
Ben Hill, Berrien, Lau-
rens, Troup and Twiggs.
 “Community Schools 
are an essential compo-
nent of  accelerating our 
students’ learning and 
supporting their social, 
emotional, and mental 
health, and deepening 
community partnerships. 
 “At the height of  the 
pandemic, community 
schools connected stu-
dents and families with 
vital nutrition assistance, 
mental, physical, and 
other health services, 
and expanded learning 
opportunities. This work 
continues today because 
we know that students 
learn best when there is 
a comprehensive and ho-
listic approach to meet-
ing their needs,” said U.S. 
Secretary of  Education 
Miguel Cardona. “I am 
thrilled that through the 
historic investment we’re 
announcing now, the De-
partment is funding the 
largest cohort of  grant-
ees in the history of  this 
grant program. 
 “This represents a huge 
step toward the Biden-
Harris Administration’s 
goal of  doubling the num-
ber of  Full-Service Com-
munity Schools across 
the country and raising 
the bar for our support of  
children.”

Candler CIS named in $15M grant
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 Tickets are now on sale 
for the 2023 Chamber An-
nual Banquet and Gala 
which will be held on 
Saturday, Jan. 28, at Bev-
rick’s Char House Grille. 
The theme for this year’s 
event is “A Black Tie Af-
fair.”
 The program will be-
gin with a cocktail hour/
annual meeting at 6 p.m., 
followed by heavy hors 
d’oeuvres at 7 p.m. Raffle 
drawings will begin at 8:30 
p.m., while the reverse 
raffle drawing and live 
auction have been sched-
uled for 9 p.m.
 Gala tickets can be pur-
chased from Metter Home 
Center, Burlap and Lace, 
Queensborough Bank or 
Pineland Bank.
 Reverse raffle tickets 
are $100 each for a grand 
prize of  $10,000. The 1st, 
50th, 100th, 150th and 
200th tickets will be drawn 
and will each be awarded 
$500. Only 300 tickets can 
be sold; purchase tickets 
at Metter Home Center.

Chamber
Banquet
& Gala
tickets still
available

The Pond House opens for business
 Pictured: Dalton Johnson

 Metter’s newest dining 
option -- The Pond House 
-- officially opened for 
business on Friday.
 The casual dining es-
tablishment offers local 
favorite appetizers such 
as collard green dip, cala-
mari, fried cheese wedges 
and pretzels with beer 
cheese.
 Also served are smash-
burgers, Philly cheese-
steaks and wings. En-
trees include fish & chips, 
shrimp baskets, island-

style tacos, po’ boys and 
more -- all at family-
friendly prices.
 “The Pond House will 
be a place for food, friends 
and fun,” said Dalton 
Johnson, owner/operator. 
 “We are a restaurant, 
sports bar and meeting 
place for friends to gath-
er, have some food and 
laughs, be social and re-
lax. Some may just have 
a drink on the deck over-
looking the water after 
work. Others may meet 

their family here to have 
an evening meal or sit and 
watch the game.
 “Over time, The Pond 
House will evolve into its 
own personality.”
 An interesting aspect 
of  the eatery is that its 
business model is loosely 
formed and will become 
more defined over time.
 “As a new locally-
owned restaurant that’s 
not a corporate/chain 


