
The 2020 Metter High varsity Tigers.

2AA Champion MHS Tigers looking to repeat in 3A
 Even in these uncertain 
times, the Metter Tiger 
football team has been 
hard at work preparing 
for the 2020 season. 
 The Tigers are coming 
off of  their best season 
since 2003, posting a re-
cord of  11 wins with only 
two losses and winning 
the Region 2-AA champi-
onship. The Tigers also 

advanced to the quarter-
final round of  the state 
playoffs. 
 Metter will have 50 play-
ers on the roster this sea-
son, including 11 seniors, 
15 juniors, 14 sophomores, 
and 10 freshmen, all of  
whom are working every 
day in the weight room 
and on the practice field 
getting ready for this sea-

son.
 The Metter Tiger coach-
ing staff is hard at work as 
well. Head Coach Rodney 
Garvin, who is entering 
his third season lead-
ing the Tigers, said “Our 
coaching staff has done a 
tremendous job following 
safety protocols and going 
over and above to prepare 
this group.”

 Coach Garvin also said, 
“Who will be starting 
game one is still being de-
cided daily in practice.”
 Coach Garvin will be 
looking to his seniors 
to lead this year’s team. 
Those seniors are Aaron 
Collins, Brian Crooms, 
Taj Hobbs, Kameron 
Jones, RJ Lanier, Jer-
rail Lawrence, Jackson 

Longgrear, Alberto Ro-
driguez, John Simmons, 
Jabarie Simmons and 
Devin Smith.
 Much like 2019, Coach 
Garvin is counting on his 
offense to score and con-
trol the ball early in the 
season to give the young 
and inexperienced de-
fense time to learn and 
develop.
 That plan played out 
very well for the Tigers 
last season. Metter aver-
aged 23.5 points scored 
per game while the stin-
gy defense only allowed 
11.5 points per contest. 
That put the 2019 defense 
among the best defenses 
in the entire state.
 The Tigers will compete 
in Region 3-A this season 
after dropping in GHSA 
classification, a decision 

that is based on enroll-
ment numbers. 
 Region opponents this 
season will include many 
familiar foes. The Metter 
Tigers will battle it out 
against Bryan County, 
Claxton, ECI, Jenkins 
County, McIntosh Coun-
ty Academy, Portal and 
Screven County in hopes 
of  capturing another re-
gion championship. 
 Metter faced off against 
four of  these teams last 
season, winning all four 
games by a combined 
score of  139-36.
 Coach Garvin, his 
coaching staff and the 
2020 Tiger Football Team 
are excited to get this sea-
son underway and look 
forward to your support-
ing this team when they 
need it most ... Go Tigers!

 The 2019 Metter Tiger 
defense was one of  the 
top five defensive squads 
in Class AA in the entire 
state. The 2020 defense 
will certainly be looking 
to remain at that level. 
 They will have to do it, 
however, without all-state 
defensive end TJ Davis 
who will be continuing 

Tiger D looking to remain a state leader
his football career in Tal-
lahassee with Florida 
State University. 
 This year’s defense will 
rely on senior leadership 
to help develop the young 
guys around them. 
 Up front, senior de-
fensive linemen Jackson 
Longgrear, Kameron 
Jones, RJ Lanier, John 

Simmons and Jabarie 
Simmons will look to stop 
the run and pressure the 
opposing quarterback. 
 Senior linebackers Bri-
an Crooms and Taj Hobbs 
will anchor the middle 
of  the defense, and in the 
secondary, seniors Devin 

Smith and Jerrail Law-
rence will secure against 
any big plays down field. 
 Underclassmen set to 
make a big impact on the 
defense this year include 
sophomore CJ Donaldson 
and juniors Danny Cheley 
and Nathan Woodcock.


