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 40 Under 40–an honor 
given to Georgia South-
ern University graduates 
who are leading the way 
in business, leadership, 
community, educational 
and/or philanthropic en-
deavors.
 And Metter’s very own 
Will Thigpen, Metter Mid-
dle School principal, has 
been named to the 2021 40 
Under 40 honoree list. 
 “It really means a lot 
because the colleagues 
who nominated me are all 
individuals who I really 
admire,” said Thigpen. 
“My wife, Miranda, and I 
are both alumni (of  Geor-
gia Southern). My father 
was also a Georgia South-
ern alumnus, and I know 
this would have made him 
proud.”
 Thigpen went on to say, 
“I also appreciate the op-
portunity to represent the 
Candler County School 
District, which has been 
so good to my family and 
me, in a positive way.”
 A ceremony will be held 
on Friday, Sept. 24 in Sa-
vannah to officially an-
nounce each member of  
this year’s 40 Under 40. 
 The 40 Under 40 hon-
orees are chosen by a se-
lection committee that 
reviews each individual’s 
professional expertise 
and achievements and 
their dedication to chari-
table and community ini-
tiatives. 
 Honorees must have 
attended either Georgia 
Southern University or 
Armstrong State Univer-
sity and aspire to uphold 
the university’s core val-

ues of  col-
laboration, 
a c a d e m i c 
excellence, 
d iscovery 
and innova-
tion, open-
ness and 
inclusion, 
and sus-
tainability. 
 Thigpen 
r e c e i v e d 
his Bach-
elor of  
S c i e n c e 
in Early 
Childhood 
Education, 
Master of  
Education 
in Early 
Childhood 
E d u c a -
tion, and 
Education 
Specialist 
in Educa-
tional Leadership from 
Georgia Southern, and he 
is currently pursuing his 
Doctor of  Education in 
Educational Leadership 
degree. 
 “I have tried to use what 
I have learned at Georgia 
Southern to serve the stu-
dents, teachers, parents, 
and stakeholders of  Can-
dler County throughout 
my time here. From help-
ing to build a solid foun-
dation for students as a 
teacher at the elementary 
level to serving teachers 
and staff at Metter Middle 
School, my experiences 
at Georgia Southern have 
helped to equip me along 
the way,” he said. 
 Originally from Tattnall 
County, Thigpen and his 
wife Miranda completed 

their student teaching in 
Candler County and were 
then hired as teacher dur-
ing the 2009-2010 school 
year. Since then, they 
have had three children, 
Marley and Eastman, 
who both attend Metter 
Elementary School, and 
Lynely, who is 3.
 The couple now live in 
Pulaski. 
 “A good neighbor once 
said, ‘Pulaski is Candler 
County’s best kept se-
cret,’ and I couldn’t agree 
more,” said Thigpen. 
 He went on to say, “I feel 
blessed to not only be part 
of  the Candler County 
School District but also 
part of  the Candler Coun-
ty community. There is 
nowhere that I would 
rather raise my family.”

Will Thigpen

Thigpen named to 40 Under 40

 The July 31 expiration 
of  the federal moratorium 
on evictions has left many 
families wondering what 
help is available for them 
now. 
 In March of  this year, 
the Georgia Department 
of  Community Affairs 
launched the Georgia 
Rental Assistance 
program to assist 
landlords and renters 
affected during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 As of  July, the program 
had expanded eligibility to 
include renter households 
that receive a monthly 
federal subsidy, such as 
Housing Choice Voucher, 
Public Housing, and 
Project Based Section 8. 
 For these federal subsidy 
programs, eligibility is 
limited to the renter’s 
portion of  the rent. 
 To check eligibility and 
learn more about this 
program, visit here.

Struggling to pay rent?

Assistance is available

 The Tigers will return 
to the gridiron this 
Friday to kick off the 2021 
football season.
 Metter will travel to 
Statesboro on Friday 
to face off against the 
Statesboro High School 
Blue Devils.
 Tickets will be $7 each 
and must be purchased 
on GoFan. Statesboro 
High School does not 
accept cash at the gate.
 GoFan posters and an 
outdoor WiFi login will 
be posted at the entrance 
gate for those who wish 
to purchase tickets upon 
arrival. Or tickets can be 
purchased in advance at 
https://gofan.com/app/

school/GA23136 .
 This year’s Metter 
Tigers are coming off of  
a stellar season, with 13 
wins for the first time 
in school history. After 
soundly defeating all 
opponents in regular 
season play, Metter 
marched deep into the 
playoffs, advancing to the 
semi-final round of the 
playoffs for just the fifth 
time in school history. 
Metter was ranked 
number one in the state 
for nine consecutive 
weeks. 
 The Tigers were 
just one win away 
from playing in the 
championship game in 

Tigers to scrimmage in St’boro Friday
2020, but Irwin County, 
the defending 2019 and 
eventual 2020 state 
champs, ended Metter’s 
hopes for a title.
 This year, the Tigers 
return a powerful line-
up of players who are 
battle-proven and ready 
for the new season.
 Friday’s kick-off is set 
for 7:30 p.m.

 Rustan Rigdon was 
a force to be reckoned 
with as the Metter High 
varsity baseball team 
secured the first-ever 
state championship this 
past spring.
 His efforts did not go 
unnoticed as the MHS 
sophomore was invited 
to play at the Prep Base-
ball Report (PBR) Futures 
Games on July 28-31 at 
LakePoint in Emerson.
 The PBR games fea-
tured the best uncommit-
ted Class of  2023 prospects 
and select 2024 prospects 
from a 40-plus state cover-
age area and Canada.
 The Prep Baseball 
Report Future Games 
is the premier summer 

scouting event for Class 
of  2023 prospects and 
select 2024 prospects. This 
year, an estimated 400 
college coaches from all 
over the country were in 
attendance.
 Rigdon played short-
stop for Team Georgia, 
which soundly defeated 
Team Mid-Atlanta, 13-0 
and Team Carolinas, 15-2 
and tied with Team Flor-
ida, 1-1.
 On his first at-bat of  
the series, Rigdon got his 
only out. He batted .833 in 
the tournament. He was 5 
for 6 at bat with six stolen 
bases, two walks and 
four runs scored. Team 
Georgia allowed fewer 
runs by their opponents 

and scored more runs in 
total than any other team, 
and did not commit a 
single error.
 After a player injury 
on the Pacific Northwest 
team, Phil Kerber asked 
Rigdon to pitch for that 
team. On the mound, Rig-
dan pitched two innings, 
striking out five and giv-
ing up one hit.
 Rigdon was the only 
player from Georgia 
chosen for the Futures 
All Tournament Team, 
which is comprised of  the 
top 29 performers at the 
Furthers Game.
 Rigdon is the son of  
Matthew and Lisa Rigdon 
of  Metter.

Rigdon represents at PBR Futures

 Qualifying for city elec-
tions will begin on Mon-
day, Aug. 16, and continue 
through Friday, Aug. 20, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
each day at Metter City 
Hall.
 City offices are on stag-
gered terms. Positions 
that are up for election 
include Mayor; District 1, 
Seat 2, currently occupied 

by Councilman Paul Mac-
Gregor and District 2, Seat 
4, currently occupied by 
Councilwoman Rashida 
Taylor.
 Mayor Ed Boyd and 
Councilwoman Rashida 
Taylor have each an-
nounced plans to seek 
re-election. Councilman 
Paul MacGregor stated 
on Tuesday that he is un-

Qualifying for City Seats to begin Monday
certain at this time of  his 
plans to seek another term 
in office.
 The qualifying fee for 
mayor is $207, while the 
fee for city council posi-
tions is $90. All terms are 
for four years.
 The election will be held 
on Nov. 2. Deadline to reg-
ister to vote in the Nov. 2 
election will be Oct. 4.

Rustan Rigdon


