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City qualifying
to begin Aug. 19

by Jerri Goodman
 Under the terms of her 
employment contract, for-
mer City Manager Mandi 
Cody will receive six 
months’ salary ($54,157) 
and accrued vacation pay 
of $9,838 from the City of 
Metter.
 “The terms of her res-
ignation were dictated 
by her employment con-
tract,” explained Mayor 
Ed Boyd.
 On July 8 City Council 
accepted Cody’s letter of 
resignation, dated July 3. 
Terms of the agreement 
were released to the news-
paper on July 15.
 Cody’s resignation 
came while Council is in 
the midst of ongoing bud-
get talks as the city works 
through a proposed bud-
get deficit of over $400,000 
and considers fee increas-
es and new fees in an ef-
fort to meet the budgeted 
shortfall. 
 On Monday, Carter 
Crawford of HC Crawford  
Consulting returned to 
the City of Metter to as-
sist in the interim. On 
Tuesday evening, Coun-
cil held a called meeting 
to enter a service agree-
ment with Crawford, who 
previously served as in-
terim city manager from 
November 2015-May of 
2016, when Cody took the 

permanent city manager 
position.
 According to Mayor 
Boyd, Crawford and 
Council’s first order of 
business will be to work 
on the budget.
 In June, Council had 
approved a budget resolu-
tion to continue operating 
under the FY2019 budget 
through July.
 During Tuesday’s 
called meeting, Council 
also considered a budget 
resolution to extend the 
FY2019 budget through 
August.
 “We want to give Carter 
a few weeks to familiarize 
himself with the budget,” 
said Mayor Boyd. Boyd 
added that the budget will 
also have to be configured 
now to accommodate for 
Cody’s severance pack-
age.
 According to Boyd, the 
search for a new city man-
ager will not be Council’s 
top priority until a new 
budget is in place.
 “I am looking forward,” 
Boyd said. “I think the 
process is just getting 
started. I anticipate our 
interim manager helping 
us with the budget pro-
cess in the next couple of 
weeks and as soon as it is 
practical we will start the 
search for a new perma-
nent manager.”

Crawford to again 
serve as interim

by Jerri Goodman
 A woman who had been 
missing for several days 
and a man were rescued 
from a heavily wooded 
area in western Candler 
County on Friday 
afternoon.
 It was an unusual 
sequence of events that 
led deputies to locate 
Jacquisha Mincey, 25, of 
Statesboro and Khalil 
Harris of Vidalia in the 
woods near Griffin Ferry 
Road.
 According to Chief 
Deputy Melvin Ivey, 
Candler County Sheriff’s 
Office was contacted 
on Wednesday, July 10, 

about a missing woman, 
Mincey, who was last seen 
in Statesboro on July 9. 
When filing the report, 
a friend of Mincey’s said 
that the “Find My Friend” 
app on Mincey’s cell 
phone indicated that she 
was in the Cool Springs 
Church Road area.
 Ironically, Ivey 
reported, the day before, 
on Tuesday, July 9, the 
Sheriff’s Office had 
received a call about a 
suspicious vehicle parked 
in the Cool Springs 
Church area.
 “We ran the tag, and 
nothing came back,” Ivey 
said. “The keys were in 

the car and the windows 
were rolled down and the 
car looked like it was just 
parked there, like maybe 
it belonged to somebody 
at the church. There was 
nothing suspicious there 
so we secured the vehicle 
and left.”
 The car belonged 
to Mincey’s friend of 
Statesboro who had 
loaned it to Mincey to 
travel to Vidalia to see 
Harris. And once the 
friend reported Mincey 
missing on Wednesday, 
deputies realized that 
the car discovered on 
Tuesday was connected 
with Mincey. 

 When Investigator 
Justin Wells posted 
Mincey’s photo on the 
Sheriff’s Office facebook 
site on Thursday, a 
relative of Harris shared 
the photo and replied 
on facebook that Harris 
had not been seen since 
Tuesday, either, but 
that family had not 
filed a missing person’s 
report. 
 Deputies began 
searching the area 
Wednesday evening after 
the missing person report 
was filed. However, Ivey 
said, “We had no idea she 

Griffin Ferry rescue
remains a mystery

 Qualfiying will begin 
on Monday, Aug. 19, for 
District 1, Seats 1 and 3 
and District 2, Seat 5, on 
Metter City Council.
 These seats are presently 
occupied by Amy Harrelson 
(Seat 1), Brandon Sikes (Seat 
3) and Chyrileen Kilcrease 
(Seat 5).
 Qualifying will run 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
each day through Friday, 
Aug. 23, at City Hall. 
Qualifying fees are $90.
 The voter registration 
deadline to participate 
in the Nov. 5 General 
Election will be Oct. 7.
 Editor’s Note: The 
qualifying dates that were 
announced in last week’s 
paper were incorrectly 
pulled from a prior public 
notice placed by the City of 
Metter. 

by Jerri Goodman
 “I’m going to live with 
this a long time, with 
y’all’s decision.” Those 
were words of an obviously 
frustrated Randy Lanier 
as he addressed Candler 
County Commissioners 
on Monday evening.
 Lanier and wife 
Debbie, along with 
former neighbors, 
including Barbara 
Bruno, were present to 
voice disagreement with 
the County’s decision 
to approve a permit for 
more than 20 dogs for 
Chesapeake Plantation 
Outfitters, owned by 
Todd Reed. Chesapeake 
Plantation, which adjoins 
the Lanier property 
on Spell Road, is a dog-
training business.
 Originally, Commis-

sioners denied Reed’s 
application during their 
June 3 meeting. Lanier 
was present at that 
meeting to protest the 
application, citing, among 
other issues, noises and 
smells that could result 
from a large number 
of dogs on the nearby 
property that could 
impact his enjoyment of 
his own property.
 Reed was not present 
for the meeting. However, 
he attended the June 
17 meeting to protest 
Commissioners vote 
without him being able 
to present his case. At 
that time, he provided 
a video of the business, 
showcasing his kennels. 
 It was agreed during 
that meeting that an 
engineer would go to the 

property to determine 
what impact the kennels 
could have on Lanier’s 
pond. The Laniers were 
present at that meeting 
to continue to protest the 
permit.
 At the July 1 
meeting, Reed and 
his attorney George 
Rountree returned to 
Commissioners  asking 
for a temporary permit 
so that he could generate 
some revenue for his 
business, although 
the engineer was not 
slated to visit until later 
in the month. They 
were accompanied by 
neighbors Chris Carter 
and family who testified 
they had no problems with 
the dog-training business 
near their property.
 After Commissioners 

Wayne Culbertson and 
Blake Hendrix stated 
that they had visited the 
property and believed it 
to be an “outstanding” 
facility, Commissioners 
agreed unanimously to 
grant a full permit.
 On Monday, Randy 
Lanier questioned why he 
was not notified that the 
Reed permit was again 
on the agenda in July, 
although an engineer had 
not yet visited the site to 
confirm that runoff would 
not impact Laniers’ pond.
 “Y’all approved (the 
permit) 5-0 after you 
turned it down 4-0 (in 
June),” Lanier said. 
“Why was the engineer 
not allowed to come on 
after the fact? Were you 
worried the engineer may 
prove my point?”

 Lanier addressed 
another concern that had 
previously been brought 
up regarding the barrels 
that are used in Reed’s 
kennels.
 “You also didn’t 
address the barrels. You 
specifically said in the 
ordinance barrels are 
not allowed and (Reed) 
said it was an industry 
standard and you all ate 
his lunch,” Lanier said. 
“Why didn’t you follow 
your own ordinance?”
 Hendrix reminded 
Lanier that the ordinance 
said that barrels could 
not be used as a primary 
source of shelter. For 
the Reeds, Hendrix said, 
“the roof is the primary 
source of shelter. We 

Lanier returns to disagree with commissioners
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Jacquisha Mincey (inset) and Khalil Harris were found in this dense grove of  trees off of  Griffin Ferry Road.


