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TIGERS ASKED TO THINK PINK
 Wear your orange & black 
this Friday night - but how 
about adding a  splash of  a dif-
ferent color - pink? Tiger fans 
are asked to “Think Pink” in 
honor of  Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month.
 Terri Bland, Candler County 
Schools Program for Excep-
tional Children parent liaison, 
is helping coordinate the event 
among the players, band mem-
bers, cheerleaders, fans and 
business community.
 “I was a member of  ZTA so-
rority at Georgia Southern, 
and now I’m an active alum of  

the GSU ZTA Alumni Chapter,” 
said Bland. “Every October, the 
alumni chapter, along with the 
sorority sisters, in a combined 
effort, promote Breast Cancer 
Awareness in our communi-
ties.
 “I am so grateful that MHS 
cheerleader coaches Nikki 
Waters Boone and Melissa 
Crooms are allowing the MHS 
cheerleaders to get involved 
this year with ‘Think Pink’ at 
the next home football game, 
Friday night, Oct. 9.
 “The MHS football team, 
MHS band members and MHS 

students are all participating 
with the ‘Think Pink’ theme to 
promote this cause.”
 But wearing pink is not all 
that Bland is asking of  the 
community. “I want to encour-
age all women to get their year-
ly mammogram. It is so impor-
tant to detect this disease at an 
early age,” Bland said.
 “We are so proud to be in-
volved with ‘Think Pink’ and 
to do our part in Breast Cancer 
Awareness for our communi-
ty,” added Nikki Waters, cheer 
coach. “The girls are so excited 
about this and will be wear-

ing pink ribbons in their hair, 
shaking pink pom poms and 
handing out pink ribbon stick-
ers to all the fans.
 “The student section is hav-
ing a pink-out night and mak-
ing banners for this event. 
Hopefully, all the fans will 
‘Think Pink’ as well and come 
yell for the Tigers in their best 
pink, orange and black attire.”

Businesses asked 
to showcase pink

 The ‘Think Pink’ campaign 
is not just centered around the 
game itself.

 Victoria Gaitten, executive 
director of  Metter-Candler 
Chamber of  Commerce, is ask-
ing the business community to 
get involved as well.
 “We want all of  our busi-
nesses to show their support 
of  Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month by showcasing their 
pink bows and pink windows to 
make our ‘Think Pink’ day tru-
ly a community-wide event,” 
Gaitten said.
 Ribbons can be purchased 
at The Flower Basket or The 
Flower Gallery for $8 each.

Senior meals, programs
to end on October 15

Early voting
begins Monday

See SENIORS p. 2

 Betty Carroll (l) mans a local honey 
booth during Saturday’s Open Air Flea 
Market at the Candler County Museum. 
The Historical Society holds an Open 
Air Market featuring local products on 

the first Saturday of  the month. The CO-
VID pandemic forced the Society to stop 
these events for a time; however, the 
markets resumed in September with so-
cial distancing protocols in place.

Open Air Market 
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The Candler County Senior Center on North Rountree St.

‘Wesley Wins’ tourney planned

by Jerri Goodman
 For over 30 years, Ac-
tion Pact (formerly Con-
certed Services Inc.) has 
provided senior services 
to the community, includ-
ing delivering meals to 
homebound seniors and 
providing activities at a 
central location for se-
niors on the go. 
 As of  Oct. 15, all of  
those programs will come 
to an end. Candler County 
Commissioners originally 
voted in June to put the 
Senior Services build-
ing up for auction. After 
the vote was taken, how-
ever, County Administra-
tor Bryan Aasheim told 
commissioners on Mon-
day that he learned that 
the building was bound 
through a Community 
Development Block Grant 
for use as a Senior Cen-
ter through November of  
2027.
 If  the intended use of  
the building changes be-
fore that deadline, Aas-
heim told commissioners, 
a prorated portion of  the 
CDBG has to be returned 
to the Department of  
Community Affairs.
 Original discussion of  
the facility in June cen-
tered around installing a 
new HVAC system. At that 
time, however, the county 
was facing a $350,000 bud-
get shortfall. That led 
commissioners to con-
sider putting the building 
up for auction instead of  
bearing those expenses. 
 After voter registration 
moved out of  the building 
more than a year earlier, 
the other tenant of  the 
property was The Sun-
shine House, which has 
since found a new loca-
tion.
 Action Pact had been 
given an extended dead-
line of  Oct. 15 to vacate 
the property, and Bryan 
Singleton, executive di-

rector of  Action Pact, 
hoped that on Monday 
commissioners would re-
consider their prior vote.
 After learning that the 
county still plans to put 
the building up for auc-
tion, Singleton said, “We 
knew it was going to go 
that way, but we were 
hoping for a miracle.”
 When learning of  the 
county’s original decision 
to put the building up for 
auction, Action Pact ap-
proached the City about 
housing the Senior Ser-
vices in the same wing 
of  the old Metter Middle 
School in which Action 
Pact’s Head Start pro-
gram is housed.
 While that location will 
provide office space in 
which Action Pact can 
continue its Energy As-
sistance and Crisis Needs 
program, it is not an op-
tion for the Senior Center, 
Singleton said.
 “The renovations to 
make that facility compli-
ant will cost over $200,000, 
so that is not going to hap-
pen.
 “We have been partner-
ing with the Area Agency 
on Aging for over 30 years 

serving 10 counties, and 
now, Candler County 
will be the only one that 
does not supply us with a 
building.”
 “They are kicking the 
seniors out,” Singleton 
said. “The seniors will 
have no place to go.”
 While saying that he un-
derstands the budgetary 
challenges each county 
is facing, Singleton said, 
“This is no different than 
any other county, but 
(Candler County) chose 
to cut services for seniors. 
That’s what bothers me 
most. (Cutting senior 
services) was never con-
sidered in the nine other 
counties, but it seems it’s 
the first thing this county 
went back to. I just hate 
it for the seniors who are 
the ones who ultimately 
suffer.”
 The local program 
serves 53 seniors through 
on-site or home-delivered 
meals. However, in the 
wake of  the COVID-19 
pandemic, the majority of  
meals are presently deliv-
ered to the homes.

Wesley Woods today 
(top) and in high 
school (inset).

 On Oct. 24 at 10 a.m., a benefit tennis 
tournament at Metter High School will 
be held to raise funds for Wesley Woods, 

one of the all-time great tennis players 
and the school record holder for singles 
wins (56).
 Woods played tennis for Metter High 
from 1997-2000. His 56 wins came at a 
time when schools could only play ten 
matches during the season, so needless 
to say, many of those wins came during 
the state playoffs.
 Woods led the Tigers to four sub-re-
gion championships, their only region 
championship in 2000 and three trips to 
the GHSA Class A Final Four: finishing 
the seasons of 1998, 1999 and 2000 as the 
top Single A Public School in Georgia.  
He was named to the Savannah Morn-
ing News All Coastal Empire Team 
three times during his high school ca-
reer.  
 “Wesley was a kid that worked hard 
on his tennis game. People like to say he 
was a natural. What people didn’t see 
was the hundreds of hours he spent on 
the city tennis courts with the lights on 
all hours of the night.  Since I lived very 
near the courts, Wesley and his friends 
treated me and my neighbors with this 
nightly,” stat-

See WESLEY WINS p. 2


