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Boykin to serve as parade
grand marshal Monday

COVID vaccines available
in state’s Phase IA rollout
Candler County is experiences an increase in
COVID-19 cases, with 51
positive tests in the last
two weeks. Now, more
than ever, the community
is asking about the COVID vaccine.
The vaccine is now
available locally at Candler County Hospital,
Candler Medical Group,
Candler County Health
Department and at local
pharmacies.
CANDLER COUNTY
HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Governor Brian Kemp
and Georgia Department
of Public Health Commissioner Kathleen Toomey,
M.D., M.P.H., announced
plans on December 30 to
add adults aged 65 and
older, law enforcement
officers, firefighters and
first responders to the
current group of individuals eligible to receive
COVID-19 vaccine in
Phase 1A.
With much of the
healthcare
community
having received their
COVID-19 vaccine, the
Southeast Health District
will now begin scheduling vaccine appointments
for those in the expanded
definition of Phase 1A.
Effective this week,
Phase 1A is defined as
healthcare workers in
clinical settings, staff and
residents of long-term
care facilities, all law enforcement and fire personnel and adults aged 65
and older (and their caregivers as applicable).
If you are eligible to receive your COVID-19 vaccination within this ex-

panded group, please call
1-855-473-4374 to schedule an appointment. The
Health Department will
be providing COVID-19
vaccinations by appointment only at four mass
vaccination clinics located at the health departments in the following
counties: Appling, Bulloch, Coffee and Ware.
The Georgia Department of Public Health is
following the recommendations of the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) and the
Advisory Committee on
Immunization Practices
(ACIP). States have the
flexibility to tailor these
recommendations based
on their specific needs
and available vaccine.
The majority of the
healthcare
community
and providers have also
been vaccinated across
the health department’s
16-county health district,
and this effort is continuing as those in this
expanded definition will
have the opportunity to
be vaccinated as well.
CANDLER COUNTY HOSPITAL
& CANDLER MEDICAL
GROUP
Candler County Hospital is providing vaccinations to employees and 1A
healthcare workers (first
responders EMS etc.).
Candler Medical Group
is participating in vaccine
distribution according to
DPH guidelines. Established patients should
contact CMG to be placed
on a waiting list as vaccines become available.

LOCAL PHARMACIES
Pharmacist
Krista
Stone of IHS Pharmacy
& Gifts, said, “Due to an
overwhelming demand
for the vaccine that far
exceeds our current supply, we are no longer adding names to our wait list.
“We have received our
allotted first doses of the
Moderna vaccine and
those doses have been allocated.”
As of Monday, Georgia
Department of Public
Health (DPH) has updated the Phase 1A+ plan.
The criteria is as follows:
• Healthcare workers
in clinical settings (e.g.,
nurses, physicians, EMS,
laboratory technicians,
environmental services)
• Staff and residents of
long-term care facilities
• All law enforcement and
fire personnel (including
volunteer departments)
• Adults aged 65 and older
(and their caregivers as
applicable)
“We are working to help
immunize all those that
are eligible in our community. Over the next
few weeks as more vaccine becomes available,
we anticipate reopening
our wait list,” she said.
Another option to receive a COVID immunization is by scheduling through Southeast
Health District.
To verify eligibility and
schedule an appointment,
call 1-855-473-4374.
Each pharmacy will
have its own protocol for
establishing a wait list,
so individuals should call
their respective pharmacy for direction.

Obituaries
Tucker Talmadge Dixon
Alan Richard Giles
Randy Wayne Hackle

William “Bill” Vincent
Evelyn Forehand Warren
Millard Fillmore Williams Sr.

The annual MLK Parade will be held Monday,
Jan. 18, at 2 p.m. Line-up
will begin at 1 p.m. at Metter Police Department on
East Lillian St.
Rev. Calvin Boykin will
serve as parade grand
marshal.
Boykin said, “I am
grateful to serve as grand
marshal for the Martin
Luther King Jr. Parade.
I humbly extend my sincere thanks for the opportunity.”
Boykin was selected by
the Candler County Cultural Club Committee,
an entity of the Candler
County Branch NAACP.
A native of Metter, Rev.
Boykin has been married
to Lizzie Ann Boykin for
42 years. They are the
parents of seven children
- one son and six daughters - and they have 18
grandchildren.
He was ordained as
a deacon in April 2001
and preached his trial sermon on July 13,
2003, and was given a license to preach the gospel. Boykin pastors two
churches, the Cooper
Baptist of Twin City and
the New Life Missionary
Baptist of Aline.
Rev. Boykin currently
serves as president of the
Queen of Victory Missionary Baptist Association’s Sunday School
Convention and director
of the Candler Community Vacation Bible School.
Boykin is a member
of Thankful Mission-

Rev. Calvin and Lizzie Boykin
ary Baptist Church and
serves as one of two associate pastors under
the leadership of Rev.
Richard Lawrence Jr.,
pastor. He is a member of
Candler County Branch
NAACP and formerly
served as president of
the Candler County Community Ministerial Alliance, succeeding Rev.
William Eason, and president of the Brotherhood
for Christ Ministry.
There is no need to preregister for the parade.
All floats, individuals,
churches, clubs, groups,
riders, walkers, bikers,
golf/go-carts, horses and

other entries should just
report at 1 p.m. at MPD
to be included in the lineup.
All floats will be judged
for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place
awards.
The theme for this
year’s MLK celebration
is “United to Eliminate
Racial Discrimination,
and Let Equality and
Justice Prevail.”
MLK observances will
also take place this Sunday, Jan. 17 when the
annual Observance Day
Program will be held at
New Hope in Register.
The program will begin
at 2 p.m.

COVID forces closure of some county offices
Due to positive COVID
results within various offices, take note of the following closures:
• Candler County Tax
Commissioners office will
close at 5 p.m. today and
will remain closed for
the week. The office was
originally scheduled to be

closed Thursday and Friday for upgrades but will
now be closed Tuesday
through Friday.
• Candler County Clerk
of Court Office will be
closed through Wednesday and is tentatively
scheduled
to
reopen
Thursday at 8:30 a.m. Su-

perior Court will be held
remotely this week. State
Court has been postponed. Notices will be
sent to those impacted.
• Candler County Tax
Assessors Office is closed
to the public for the remainder of the week.

Metter woman sentenced to federal prison
in Bulloch County meth ring case

A Metter woman was
among the four people
that have been sentenced
to federal prison after
pleading guilty to operating a methamphetamine
distribution ring throughout Bulloch County.
The four defendants
were indicted in January
2020, and three of them
pled guilty to Conspiracy
to Possess with Intent
to Distribute 50 Grams
or More of a Substance
Containing Methamphetamine, said Bobby L.
Christine, U.S. Attorney
for the Southern District
of Georgia.
U.S. District Court Chief

Judge J. Randal Hall sentenced the defendants to
prison terms, including:
• Clifton Pittman, 51,
of Statesboro, sentenced
to 240 months in prison,
followed by five years of
supervised release, and
fined $1,500;
• Hope Mitchell, 45, of
Statesboro,
sentenced
to 162 months in prison,
followed by five years of
supervised release, and
fined $1,500;
• Clarence Johnson, 56,
of Statesboro, sentenced
to 97 months in prison,
followed by five years of
supervised release, and
fined $1,500; and,

• Joy Leigh Horton, 36,
of Metter, who pled guilty
to Conspiracy to Possess
with Intent to Distribute
Methamphetamine, was
sentenced to 50 months in
prison, followed by three
years of supervised release, and fined $1,500.
There is no parole in the
federal system.
“This successful operation represents the best of
law enforcement working
together with citizens to
remove bad elements from
the community,” said
U.S. Attorney Christine.
“When nearby residents

Meth ring case continued
on page 4
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