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 Candler County is ex-
periences an increase in 
COVID-19 cases, with 51 
positive tests in the last 
two weeks. Now, more 
than ever, the community 
is asking about the CO-
VID vaccine.
 The vaccine is now 
available locally at Can-
dler County Hospital, 
Candler Medical Group, 
Candler County Health 
Department and at local 
pharmacies.

CANDLER COUNTY

HEALTH DEPARTMENT

 Governor Brian Kemp 
and Georgia Department 
of  Public Health Commis-
sioner Kathleen Toomey, 
M.D., M.P.H., announced 
plans on December 30 to 
add adults aged 65 and 
older, law enforcement 
o�  cers, fi refi ghters and 
fi rst responders to the 
current group of  indi-
viduals eligible to receive 
COVID-19 vaccine in 
Phase 1A.
 With much of  the 
healthcare community 
having received their 
COVID-19 vaccine, the 
Southeast Health District 
will now begin schedul-
ing vaccine appointments 
for those in the expanded 
defi nition of  Phase 1A. 
 E� ective this week, 
Phase 1A is defi ned as 
healthcare workers in 
clinical settings, sta�  and 
residents of  long-term 
care facilities, all law en-
forcement and fi re per-
sonnel and adults aged 65 
and older (and their care-
givers as applicable). 
 If  you are eligible to re-
ceive your COVID-19 vac-
cination within this ex-

panded group, please call 
1-855-473-4374 to sched-
ule an appointment. The 
Health Department will 
be providing COVID-19 
vaccinations by appoint-
ment only at four mass 
vaccination clinics locat-
ed at the health depart-
ments in the following 
counties: Appling, Bull-
och, Co� ee and Ware.
 The Georgia Depart-
ment of  Public Health is 
following the recommen-
dations of  the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) and the 
Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices 
(ACIP). States have the 
fl exibility to tailor these 
recommendations based 
on their specifi c needs 
and available vaccine.
 The majority of  the 
healthcare community 
and providers have also 
been vaccinated across 
the health department’s 
16-county health district, 
and this e� ort is con-
tinuing as those in this 
expanded defi nition will 
have the opportunity to 
be vaccinated as well.

CANDLER COUNTY HOSPITAL

& CANDLER MEDICAL 
GROUP

 Candler County Hospi-
tal is providing vaccina-
tions to employees and 1A 
healthcare workers (fi rst 
responders EMS etc.). 
 Candler Medical Group 
is participating in vaccine 
distribution according to 
DPH guidelines.  Estab-
lished patients should 
contact CMG to be placed 
on a waiting list as vac-
cines become available. 

LOCAL PHARMACIES

 Pharmacist Krista 
Stone of  IHS Pharmacy 
& Gifts, said, “Due to an 
overwhelming demand 
for the vaccine that far 
exceeds our current sup-
ply, we are no longer add-
ing names to our wait list.  
 “We have received our 
allotted fi rst doses of  the 
Moderna vaccine and 
those doses have been al-
located.”
 As of  Monday, Georgia 
Department of  Public 
Health (DPH) has updat-
ed the Phase 1A+ plan. 
The criteria is as follows:
• Healthcare workers 
in clinical settings (e.g., 
nurses, physicians, EMS, 
laboratory technicians, 
environmental services)
• Sta�  and residents of  
long-term care facilities
• All law enforcement and 
fi re personnel (including 
volunteer departments)
• Adults aged 65 and older 
(and their caregivers as 
applicable)
 “We are working to help 
immunize all those that 
are eligible in our com-
munity. Over the next 
few weeks as more vac-
cine becomes available, 
we anticipate reopening 
our wait list,” she said.
 Another option to re-
ceive a COVID immu-
nization is by schedul-
ing through Southeast 
Health District.  
 To verify eligibility and 
schedule an appointment, 
call 1-855-473-4374.
 Each pharmacy will 
have its own protocol for 
establishing a wait list, 
so individuals should call 
their respective pharma-
cy for direction.

COVID vaccines available 
in state’s Phase IA rollout 

 The annual MLK Pa-
rade will be held Monday, 
Jan. 18, at 2 p.m. Line-up 
will begin at 1 p.m. at Met-
ter Police Department on 
East Lillian St. 
 Rev. Calvin Boykin will 
serve as parade grand 
marshal. 
 Boykin said, “I am 
grateful to serve as grand 
marshal for the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Parade. 
I humbly extend my sin-
cere thanks for the oppor-
tunity.”
 Boykin was selected by 
the Candler County Cul-
tural Club Committee, 
an entity of the Candler 
County Branch NAACP. 
 A native of Metter, Rev. 
Boykin has been married 
to Lizzie Ann Boykin for 
42 years. They are the 
parents of seven children 
- one son and six daugh-
ters - and they have 18 
grandchildren. 
 He was ordained as 
a deacon in April 2001 
and preached his tri-
al sermon on July 13, 
2003, and was given a li-
cense to preach the gos-
pel. Boykin pastors two 
churches, the Cooper 
Baptist of Twin City and 
the New Life Missionary 
Baptist of Aline. 
 Rev. Boykin currently 
serves as president of the 
Queen of Victory Mis-
sionary Baptist Asso-
ciation’s Sunday School 
Convention and director 
of the Candler Communi-
ty Vacation Bible School. 
 Boykin is a member 
of Thankful Mission-

ary Baptist Church and 
serves as one of two as-
sociate pastors under 
the leadership of Rev. 
Richard Lawrence Jr., 
pastor. He is a member of 
Candler County Branch 
NAACP and formerly 
served as president of 
the Candler County Com-
munity Ministerial Al-
liance, succeeding Rev. 
William Eason, and pres-
ident of the Brotherhood 
for Christ Ministry. 
 There is no need to pre-
register for the parade. 
All fl oats, individuals, 
churches, clubs, groups, 
riders, walkers, bikers, 
golf/go-carts, horses and 

Boykin to serve as parade 
grand marshal Monday

other entries should just 
report at 1 p.m. at MPD 
to be included in the line-
up.
 All fl oats will be judged 
for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place 
awards.
 The theme for this 
year’s MLK celebration 
is “United to Eliminate 
Racial Discrimination, 
and Let Equality and 
Justice Prevail.”
 MLK observances will 
also take place this Sun-
day, Jan. 17 when the 
annual Observance Day 
Program will be held at 
New Hope in Register. 
The program will begin 
at 2 p.m.

Rev. Calvin and Lizzie Boykin

 Due to positive COVID 
results within various of-
fi ces, take note of the fol-
lowing closures:
 • Candler County Tax 
Commissioners o�  ce will 
close at 5 p.m. today and 
will remain closed for 
the week. The o�  ce was 
originally scheduled to be 

closed Thursday and Fri-
day for upgrades but will 
now be closed Tuesday 
through Friday.
 • Candler County Clerk 
of Court O�  ce will be 
closed through Wednes-
day and is tentatively 
scheduled to reopen 
Thursday at 8:30 a.m. Su-

COVID forces closure of some county offi ces
perior Court will be held 
remotely this week. State 
Court has been post-
poned. Notices will be 
sent to those impacted.
 • Candler County Tax 
Assessors O�  ce is closed 
to the public for the re-
mainder of the week.

 A Metter woman was 
among the four people 
that have been sentenced 
to federal prison after 
pleading guilty to operat-
ing a methamphetamine 
distribution ring through-
out Bulloch County.
 The four defendants 
were indicted in January 
2020, and three of  them 
pled guilty to Conspiracy 
to Possess with Intent 
to Distribute 50 Grams 
or More of  a Substance 
Containing Methamphet-
amine, said Bobby L. 
Christine, U.S. Attorney 
for the Southern District 
of  Georgia. 
 U.S. District Court Chief  

Judge J. Randal Hall sen-
tenced the defendants to 
prison terms, including:
 • Clifton Pittman, 51, 
of  Statesboro, sentenced 
to 240 months in prison, 
followed by fi ve years of  
supervised release, and 
fi ned $1,500;
 • Hope Mitchell, 45, of  
Statesboro, sentenced 
to 162 months in prison, 
followed by fi ve years of  
supervised release, and 
fi ned $1,500;
 • Clarence Johnson, 56, 
of  Statesboro, sentenced 
to 97 months in prison, 
followed by fi ve years of  
supervised release, and 
fi ned $1,500; and,

 • Joy Leigh Horton, 36, 
of  Metter, who pled guilty 
to Conspiracy to Possess 
with Intent to Distribute 
Methamphetamine, was 
sentenced to 50 months in 
prison, followed by three 
years of  supervised re-
lease, and fi ned $1,500.
 There is no parole in the 
federal system.
 “This successful opera-
tion represents the best of  
law enforcement working 
together with citizens to 
remove bad elements from 
the community,” said 
U.S. Attorney Christine. 
“When nearby residents 

Metter woman sentenced to federal prison
in Bulloch County meth ring case

Meth ring case continued 
on page 4
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