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 More than 300 young players 
and 50-plus volunteer coaches, 
comprising 28 teams will gather 
Saturday morning at Metter-
Candler Recreation Depart-
ment to kick 
o�  the 2019 
youth league 
baseball and 
softball.
 O p e n i n g 
Day festivi-
ties will be-
gin at 10 
a.m. with a 
welcome by 
Re cr e at ion 
D i r e c t o r 
Mike Rob-
ins, invocation by Rev. Tom 
Osborne, pastor of Metter 
First Baptist Church and the 
National Anthem by Michelle 
Foskey.
 Metter High Head Football 
Coach Rodney Garvin will be 
the guest speaker for the pro-
gram.
 Special guests will include 
the Candler County Board of 
Commissioners and the Metter-
Candler Recreation Advisory 
Board.
 Retired County Commission-
er Donny Wells will toss out the 

fi rst pitch to o�  cially open the 
season.
 Teams will be recognized as 
follows:

Tee Ball, ages 4-5: Williams 
I n s u r a n c e 
O r i o l e s ; 
C a n d l e r 
M a c h i n e 
Braves; Papa 
Buck’s Pi-
rates; JoMax 
Y a n k e e s ; 
H o m e t ow n 
Realty Mar-
lins; Ran-
dy’s Wreck-
er Service 
Phillies.

Coach Pitch, age 6: Metter 
Veterinary Clinic Reds; Metter 
Graphics Cubs; Better Living 
Therapy Pirates; One Life Ori-
oles.
 8U Girls Softball, ages 7-8: 
Glisson Turf Management 
Rockies; Care Partners of GA 
Mariners.
 10U Girls Softball, ages 9-10: 
Growers Supply Diamondbacks; 
Tom’s Pawn City Orioles; Not 
Your Mama’s Southern Belle 
Braves.

MCRD to hold
Opening Day
this Saturday

Rodney Garvin,
Metter High
Head Football 
Coach, to be 
guest speaker

by Jerri Goodman
 In a situation that is occurring 
with more frequency, individu-
als are receiving emails from 
‘the City Manager’ of bills owed 
to the city or authorizing vendor 
payments from the city.
 City Manager Mandi Cody no-
tifi ed Metter Advertiser on Mon-
day that City Hall has received 
multiple calls from individuals 
who have received emails that 
claim to be from her saying that 
these individuals owe funds 

to the city. In other instances, 
city sta�  are receiving internal 
emails “from her” authorizing 
vendor payment for current city 
projects.
 A closer inspection of those 
emails, however, indicate that 
they are not actually from Cody 
(mcody@cityofmetterga.gov). 
 Cody reminds the public that 
o�  cial emails from city person-
nel will come from the city’s 
email server (@cityofmetterga.
gov) and all other emails claim-

ing to be from city personnel can 
be discarded.
 “City bills are not sent through 
emails,” Cody said. “If you re-
ceive an email ‘from me,’ you 
should fi rst verify that it is from 
my actual email account. And if 
you believe it is fraudulent, espe-
cially if the email requests pay-
ment, please call City Hall 912-
685-2527 to verify the information 
before issuing any payments.”
 For more information, call 
City Hall, 912-685-2527.

Beware of emails from City of Metter

 Rooks Bird has been 
named Ogeechee River 
Soil and Water Conser-
vationist of the Year for 
Candler County. The an-
nouncement was made 
during the District’s An-
nual Banquet on March 21 
at First Baptist Church, 
Statesboro. 
 In 2013 Bird took on 50 
acres of his own and has 
continued to grow from 
there. 
 Approximately four 
years ago, he started im-
plementing cover crops 
during the fall and winter. 
While attending college, 
Bird continued to grow 
his farming operation by 
approximately 400 acres. 

L-r: Morgan Trapnell, District supervisor, Candler Co.; Dustin Vernon, Synovus 
Bank; Rooks Bird; David Spaid, District supervisor, Candler Co.  

Rooks Bird is Candler Conservationist of Year
 He graduated Georgia 
Southern University in 
May of 2017. Since gradu-
ation, Rooks has further 
expanded his farming op-
eration to 450 acres, grow-
ing peanuts, cotton and 
corn. Bird, his dad Bill 
and brother Reid all pool 
their resources together 
and help tend to one an-
other’s land. This fam-
ily operation totals 1,200 
acres, consisting mostly 
of cotton and peanuts.  
 Bird is adamant about 
the land he tends and uses 
precision soil sampling 
and mapping to properly 
apply nutrients to the soil. 
 Bird has been a member 
of the Young Farmer’s As-

sociation for many years, 
serving as vice president 
for two years and was 
elected president for 2019.  
He has also been a mem-
ber of the Georgia Farm 
Bureau Young Farmers 
for the last two years. 
Most recently he was 
elected to serve on the 
FSA Board for Candler 
County. 
 Bird has said many 
times, “You have to take 
care of the land in order 
for it to take care of you.” 
 The Annual Banquet 
gives the District an op-
portunity to educate the 
community about soil 

 Dr. Loy Dekle ‘Chip’ Cowart 
III will begin accepting patient 
appointments at Candler Medi-
cal Group on May 1. He will also 
serve as the medical director of 
the rural health clinic. 
 On Friday afternoon, health-
care providers and sta�  as well 
as members of the Candler 
County Hospital Authority had 
an opportunity to meet with 
Dr. Cowart and welcome him to 
Candler Medical Group.
 In welcoming him, Karen 
O’Neal, CEO of Candler County 
Hospital, said, “I know he will be 
a welcome addition to our sta� .”
 Dr. Cowart is no stranger to 
the area. A 1984 graduate of Da-
vid Emanuel Academy, he grew 
up on his family farm in Twin 
City, which has belonged to his 
family for seven generations.
 “I am proud to be returning to 
this area to provide high quality 
primary care to the citizens of 

Candler and surrounding coun-
ties,” Dr. Cowart said. 
 Dr. Cowart received a Bach-
elor of Science in biology, gradu-
ating Magna Cum Laude with 
high honors from the University 
of Georgia in 1988. He graduated 
in 1992 from Medical College of 
Georgia at Augusta University 
with a Doctor of Medicine and 
served as a Family Medicine 
Resident Physician with Anmed 
Family Medicine Residency in 
Anderson, SC.
 Before coming to Candler 
Medical Group he was a sta�  
physician with east Georgia 
Healthcare Center and medical 
director/Medicaid with Alli-
ant Health Solutions in Atlanta. 
He has also served as physician 
and medical director of Hearts 
and Hands Clinic in Statesboro.
 He has previously practiced 
in Twin City, Claxton, Brooklet 
and Glennville. Dr. Loy D. ‘Chip’ Cowart III

 Haven’t signed up for the 
Great American Clean-up? No 
problem! Just make plans to be 
in the downtown park on Satur-
day morning.
 The annual Great American 
Clean-up will be held on April 
6 from 7:30 a.m. until 12 noon. 
The event will be coordinated 
from the Billy Trapnell Down-
town Park and is being orga-
nized by community partners, 
including the City of Metter, 
Candler County and the Cham-

ber of Commerce.
 Participants are asked to 
gather at the downtown park for 
breakfast at 8 a.m., door prizes 
at 8:15 a.m. and the clean-up 
drive, which will begin at 8:30 
a.m.
 Corporate sponsors include 
CPE America; Metter Advertis-
er; Queensborough Bank; Leg-
acy Lawn Care; Daniels-Bishop 
Chevrolet; IHS Pharmacy & 
Gifts; AllGreen Services; Met-
ter Pharmacy; Excelsior EMC; 

Great American Clean-up this Saturday
Bevricks; Ace Hardware; B & 
M Pool Spa & Patio; and Jones 
& Boyd Insurance. 
 For more information about 
this year’s event, call Metter 
City Hall, 912-685-2527.

Convenience/Recycling 
Center hours

 During the clean-up, the 
Candler County Convenience/
Recycling Center will be open 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 
3-7 p.m.

 Friday is the last day to 
order your 2019 souvenir 

Another Bloomin’ Festival 
t-shirt. Shirts are $16 ($19 for 

sizes 2XL and up) and are sold 
through pre-orders, with only a limited quantity being 
available for sale the day of the festival.
 Shirts can be ordered through Candi Salter at Pineland 
Bank. (Order forms were sent to area businesses and local 
schools.)

Festival t-shirt
deadline this 
Friday, April 5
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