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Tigers win opener
 The Yardstick

MHS  SHS 

16 First Downs 14

326 Rushing Yards 250

1/3 Passing 5/7

14 Passing Yards 76

340 Total Offense 326

119 Return Yards 16

1/37 Punts/Yards 4/102

7/65 Penalties/Yards 14/112

0 Passes Had Intercepted 0

2/2 Fumbles/Lost 3/2

by John Pate
 This past Friday night, 
the Metter Tigers kicked 
off their 2021 season with 
an exciting 31-20 win over 
the visiting Swainsboro 
Tigers. 
 Metter came into the 
contest ranked number 
eight in the state, and 
Swainsboro was looking 
to avenge last season's 
loss, the first time Metter 
had beaten Swainsboro 
since 1955. 
 This year’s battle was 
much more even, with 

Swainsboro building a 
20-9 lead early in the third 
quarter before the Metter 
Tigers came roaring 
back with 22 unanswered 
points to seize control 
of  the game and seal the 
victory. 
 Both teams showed 
some early season rust, 
with a couple of  fumbles 
and untimely penalties, 
and both teams also 
showed they have very 
dangerous offensive 
attacks. Metter amassed 
340 yards of  total offense 
Friday night, with 326 
of  those coming on the 
ground. 
 Antwan Coney was the 
leading rusher for the 
Orange and Black with 
129 yards on ten carries, 
including a huge 62-yard 
run to drive the knife 
right into the heart of  
Swainsboro. 
 Josh Kelly flirted with 
the century mark, adding 

92 yards on 13 carries, and 
quarterback Trey Hall 
found the end zone twice 
on his four touches. 
 This year’s Metter 
squad is one that is 
looking to replace some 
key senior leaders from 
last season as well as to fill 
in some injury holes that 
crept up early in this one. 
That may have been most 
apparent on the defensive 
side of  the ball, as Metter 
gave up 326 yards of  
offense to Swainsboro. 
 Metter looked very 
susceptible to big plays 
in the secondary and did 
not tackle well in space. 
With Coach Rodney 
Garvin being one of  the 
top defensive coaches in 
the state, by the fourth 
quarter the defense 
already looked more like 
what we saw last year, 
giving up just three yards 

Senior Danny Cheley battles through a team of  Swainsboro defenders. photo by 
jinks durden

 Due to the increase in 
Covid cases, the City of  
Metter lobby will be closed 
until further notice. 
 Payment options 
include:
 •Dropbox (check and 
money order preferred, 
but cash will be accepted.
 •Credit card payment by 
phone (912-685-2527).

 •Pay online at www.
metter-candler.com .
 For other business, call 
City Hall at 912-685-2527.
 Additionally, the 
lobby of  Metter Police 
Department is closed 
until further notice. For 
any business relating to 
MPD, call 912-685-5437.

City Hall, MPD 
closed to public

Boyd, Taylor, Stewart qualify
 Qualifying for Metter 
City Council has 
concluded, with all three 
open positions having 
only one candidate to 
qualify.

Ed Boyd, mayor
 Ed Boyd has qualified 
for a second term as may-
or. Boyd was first elected 
to the position in 2017 af-
ter long-time Mayor Billy 
Trapnell announced his 
retirement. Boyd had 
previously served as a 
District 1 Councilman for 
several terms.

Rashida Taylor,
District 2, Seat 4

 Rashida Taylor quali-
fied for another term 
as the District 2, Seat 4, 
council member.
 Taylor is coming up on 
her 4th year in the posi-
tion, and said she feels 
like there’s still more to 
do. “I feel like there is 
still work that I need to 
do and impact that I want 
to make in the city,” said 
Taylor.
 During her time as a 
member of  the City Coun-
cil, Taylor has worked to 

improve the City/County 
relationship, which has 
been strained for some 
time.
 “I believe that our rela-
tionship with the County 
has increased,” she said. 
“It’s not where I’d like it 
to be, but it’s definitely 
improved, and it just 
shows that we’re resil-
ient and that we’re able to 
jump through hurdles to 
try and meet each other 
halfway.”
 Taylor said she wants to 
accomplish three things 
in her next term: Splash 
Pad funding, continued 
relationship growth with 
the County, and a busier 
downtown.
 “One of  the things that 
we had applied for fund-
ing for was a Splash Pad, 
so I’d like to see that 
even if  we don’t build it 
yet, we have it locked in 
to be available to build,” 
she said. “I’d also like to 
continue strengthening 
our relationship with the 
County and increasing 
businesses and foot traffic 
downtown.”
 Taylor has been mar-
ried to her husband, Tay, 
for almost 16 years. To-

gether, they have three 
children. Their two oldest 
are their daughter Syd-
ney, who is the mother of  
Taylor’s only grandchild, 
O’mari, and their eldest 
son Conley, a member 
of  the Air Force. Their 
youngest child, Montrail, 
is a freshman at Metter 
High School. 
 A native of  Metter, Tay-
lor graduated from Metter 
High in 1995. She current-
ly owns her own business, 
Vizionary Impact, which 
focuses on mentoring and 
marketing entrepreneurs 
or business owners. She 
also works for a nonprofit 
and runs a daycare. 
 “I love being a ser-
vant leader in a commu-
nity where I’ve lived and 
worked all my life. I love 
it. It’s an honor to serve 
here,” she said. 

Gregg Stewart
District 1, Seat 2

 Gregg Stewart original-
ly qualified for election 
this past spring to fill the 
unexpired term of  resign-
ing council member Amy 
Harrelson (Harrison). 
However, he withdrew 

his qualification after 
James McKie qualified for 
election in order to avoid 
a called election in the 
spring. 
 Stewart qualified on 
Friday to fill the seat of  
Councilman Paul Mac-
Gregor, who had previous-
ly announced he would 
not seek re-election.
 Stewart’s original quali-
fication announcement
 Gregg Stewart has 
qualified to run for the 
unexpired term of  City 
Councilwoman Amy Har-
relson.
 Since 1990, Stewart 
has lived in the Metter 
area, and though he has 
travelled and lived many 
places, he said “Metter 
has been the place I have 
called home.”
 For over 30 years, Stew-
art has owned a design-
build project coordination 
firm, working with many 
aspects of  design plan-
ning for residential, his-
torical, commercial, man-
ufacturing, and defense 
projects. 
“As a civic-minded busi-
ness owner, I have aspired 
to be the ‘special ops’ of  

by Suzanne Tyson
 Candler County, like all 
of  Georgia’s 159 counties, 
continues to be considered 
a high transmission 
location based on the 
state’s criteria of  more 
than 100 cases of  Covid-19 
per 100,000 residents, 
according to the Georgia 
Department of  Public 
Health. 
 Over the past seven 
days (ending Aug. 23, 

2021), Candler County 
has had 29 cases of  
Covid-19 reported to the 
Department of  Public 
Health giving the county 
a high level of  community 
transmission.
 The data for Candler 
County mirrors the 
statewide data. The 
DPH reports that there 
were 83 Covid cases 
over the past two weeks 
raising the total number 

of  Candler County 
confirmed Covid-19 cases 
to 902 since the first cases 
were reported in March 
2020. The good news for 
Candler County is that 
it is not considered an 
emerging county. 
 According to Marty 
Ray, Director of  Public 
Relations at Candler 
County Hospital, the 
local healthcare facility 
continues to provide 

Candler Covid count at 83
excellent care for those in 
need in Candler County. 
He and other healthcare 
providers remind 
everyone to be proactive 
in their healthcare, 
including seeking 
medical attention when 
symptomatic.
 People who need to be 
tested to determine their 
Covid-19 status are re-

Ed Boyd Rashida Taylor

Gregg Stewart

the construction industry 
as a solutions provider. I 
would like to bring that 
to the place I call home – 
Metter,” said Stewart.
 He said he is driven to 
run for City Council be-
cause he is a firm believer 
that if  you see something, 
do something. 
“I see this as an opportu-
nity to become more in-
volved in the community I 
have called home for more 
than 30 years,” he said.
 Stewart went on to say 

SEE TIGERS, PAGE 3

SEE CITY, PAGE 2

SEE COVID, PAGE 2


