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COVID
COUNT 21

by Jerri Goodman
 Both the Action Pact Se-
nior Center and The Sunshine 
House Child Advocacy Center 
were notifi ed last week of the 
county’s intention to remove 
the building from the county’s 
inventory. Both o�  ces are 
presently housed at the build-
ing, which is located on Daniel 
St. at N. Rountree.
 Commissioners made the de-
cision at the June 1 meeting to 

County to auction off 
old health department
Action Pact, 
Sunshine House
must relocate

Sunshine House plans 
move to Guido location
by Jerri Goodman
 Carol Donaldson, executive director of The Sun-
shine House, said that the child advocacy center 
has found a new home for their counseling center 
in the Guido Counseling Center on Hwy. 121 North, 
which is the old commissioners’ o�  ce.
 While she is excited about the new location, the 
move comes with challenges. “This is the fi rst time 
in 23 years we will have to pay rent and utilities, 
and this is happening at the same time as the Gov-
ernor has cut 14 percent from the budget. This is a 
fi nancial impact we will have to recoup.
 “The rent and utilities will be a shock to our 
budget.” To compensate, Donaldson said, “We may 
have to cut sta� .”
 However, she added, “We will keep the o�  ce run-
ning. We provide a lot of services for children and 
families and want to continue that. There are too 
many families and children here for us not to do 
that.”
 Donaldson expressed her appreciation to the 

Action Pact continues 
to evaluate options
by Jerri Goodman
 Action Pact will meet with Mayor Ed Boyd 
and City Manager Carter Crawford on Wednes-
day (today) to review potential sites for their 
Senior Center services.
 The community action agency, which also 
oversees the Head Start operation at the old 
middle school, operates 10 senior centers in 18 
counties. 
 After hearing last week of the county’s deci-
sion Executive Director Bryan Singleton stated 
that he was not surprised. “All of the counties 
are strapped,” he said, “and their budgets are 
hurting.” 
 However, he said, “Most of the counties see 
the need (for our services) and make it a prior-
ity that our seniors are taken care of.”
 “This Candler County group is so active,” 
Singleton said. “They are a great group and 
some of the nicest folks I’ve met.”
 The local seniors were notifi ed this past week 

put the building up for auction.
 County Administrator Bry-
an Aasheim informed com-
missioners that annual utili-
ties for operating the building 
run at over $20,000 a year. On 
top of that, one of the heating/
air units needs to be replaced 
at a cost of $14,400. 
 The Sunshine House o� ered 
to pay half of the cost, Aas-
heim said, and suggested that 
they could pay some level of 
rent; however, he added, they 
would require a short-term 
lease commitment before 
making any expenditures.
 The building also once 
housed the county’s Voter 
Registration office, which has 

since been relocated to the 
Commissioners’ Office on Hi-
awatha. Now, Commissioner 
Wayne Culbertson said, “(The 
building) is costing taxpayers 
money, and I don’t see where 
(taxpayers) are getting any 
benefit out of it.”
 County Attorney Kendall 
Gross concurred, adding that 
the county is paying cost of in-
surance, upkeep and utilities 
on the building, which could 
be auctioned to a private buy-
er and would then transfer to 
the county’s tax digest. At the 
present time, he said, “It’s a 
dead asset sitting there.”
 Commissioners voted 5-0 to 
auction o�  the property.

See ACTION PACT p. 2A

by Jerri Goodman
 According to the Georgia De-
partment of Public Health (DPH), 
Georgia’s total COVID-19 case 
count has increased by almost 
4,000 in four days, from 62,009 
on Friday to 65,928 on Monday, 
with 1,227 new confi rmed cases 
on Monday. 
 The current 7-day rolling av-
erage of 1,074 new cases by day 
grew 49 percent from 14 days 
ago, according to DPH. On Tues-
day at noon, however, no new 
cases were reported.
 Candler County has also ex-
perienced an increase, report-
ing 21 cases as of Saturday and 
four hospitalizations. DPH does 
not disclose where patients are 
hospitalized. Those numbers are 
unchanged since Saturday, as of 
press time Tuesday. However, 
they are refl ective of an increase 
that is being experienced across 
the state. On June 10, 17 cases 
were reported locally.

Candler County 
Hospital tests 53

 During the month of June, 
Candler County Hospital has 
conducted 53 tests, with 12 being 
positive. “These are residents 
from various counties,” said hos-
pital spokesman Marty Ray. “We 
have no known cases at Candler 
County Hospital.”

Cases reports at 
long-term care facilities

  According to the Georgia De-
partment of Community Health, 
all patients at Azalea Health, 
Pleasant View and Orchard 
Health have been tested as well 
as sta�  members. 
 At Azalea, which is home to 69 
residents, one tested positive for 
COVID-19 and one sta�  member.

 Among the 114 Pleasant View 
residents that were tested, 
there were no positive results, 
although three sta�  members 
tested positive.
 At Orchard Health, 76 resi-
dents were tested, with two test-
ing positive and now reported 
as recovered. One sta�  member 
has also tested positive.

East GA Healthcare 
Center update

 East Georgia Healthcare Cen-
ter, which has 11 clinics in the 
area, including one in Metter, 
reports that during their testing, 
they have collected 2,336 speci-
mens, with 1,679 negative results 
and 444 results pending.
 Seven Candler County patients 
have tested positive through 
EGHC’s testing process.

Free testing 
on Wednesday

 East Georgia Healthcare 
Center will o� er free testing on 
Wednesday (today) from 8:30 
a.m. to 12 noon at the Boys & 
Girls Club, 421 W. Vertia St. No 
appointment is necessary.
 Pre-registration packets are 
available for pickup at East Geor-
gia Healthcare Center of Metter, 
located on North West Broad St.
 Testing is available to all Geor-
gians who request it, whether 
they have symptoms or not. In-
dividuals wanting to be tested 
can contact any Georgia public 
health department to schedule 
an appointment at a SPOC loca-
tion convenient to them.
 Direct Patient lines are open 
from 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and 8:30 a.m. – 
noon on Saturdays.

Covid-19 on the rise;
Candler at 21 cases

 As of Tuesday at press time, 
murder suspect Juan Dwayne 
Johnson, 23, of Metter remains 
at large, four days after the 
death of Willie Cheley Jr.
 Cheley was found on North 
Trapnell Street around 9:30 
p.m. on Thursday with multiple 
gunshot wounds. He was trans-
ported to Candler County Hos-
pital where he later died.
 After the incident, Metter 
Police asked GBI to investi-
gate. During the investigation, 
agents learned that there had 
been a domestic dispute prior 
to the shooting. 
 Johnson has active warrants 
for Felony Murder and Aggra-
vated Assault and should be con-
sidered armed and dangerous. 
 Investigators believe that he 
has left the area and may be 
traveling in a 2007 gray Honda 
Accord, license plate RUT5084. 
 The vehicle was stolen short-
ly after the murder in close 
proximity to the incident scene. 
Anyone who sees the vehicle 
should call 911 and use caution 
as Johnson could still be armed 

Juan Johnson

with a weapon. 
 Anyone with information 
is urged to contact the GBI at 
1-800-597-TIPS (8477) or contact 
Metter Police Department at 
912-685-5437, the GBI-States-
boro Field O�  ce at 912-871-1121 
or call 911.
 Johnson is described as 5'9", 
145 pounds, with black hair and 
brown eyes.

Murder suspect 
remains at large

See COVID-19 p. 3A

Billy Wright prepares meals to be delivered to more than 50 Action 
Pact Senior Center participants throughout the county. Action Pact 
and The Sunshine House have been located in the old health depart-
ment building, which will soon be auctioned o�  by the county.
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