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Metter High Principal Ellis Strobridge (l) and Timmy Shughrou

by Selby Cody-Voss
 On Friday, September 
10, a dedication service 
was held at Metter High 
School, where 1992 MHS 
Alumnus Timothy “Tim” 
Shughrou donated a piece 
of  the Twin Towers in 
memory of  the tragedy 
that occurred on Septem-
ber 11, 2001. 
 The donation is a piece 
of  I-beam that has three 
visible steel rivets that 
were bent in the collapse 
and one that has been bro-
ken off. 
 Shughrou said the pro-
cess was a long one that 
started with a request 
and a statement of  inten-
tions with the piece. For-
mer Mayor Billy Trapnell 
helped arrange the dona-

tion.
 Shughrou, a retired 
Coast Guard officer, said, 
“I was a Lieutenant in the 
U.S. Coast Guard at the 
time. I wanted to have a 
memorial built in Metter 
for all of  those who were 
affected by 9/11 and the 
war on terror that fol-
lowed.” 
 He continued, “I 
thought the high school 
would be the perfect place 
to display it since the 
young men and women 
that are graduating now 
weren’t born when this 
tragic event happened. 
This way it serves as a 
great educational piece 
and reminder.”
 The ceremony was at-
tended by Former Mayor 

MHS alum donates steel from Twin Towers

 Metter Police Depart-
ment recently received 
a complaint involving a 
child potentially being 
victimized via social me-
dia. Candler County Sher-
iff’s Office is a member 
of  the Georgia Internet 
Crimes Against Children 
Task Force. CCSO is as-
sisting MPD with a joint 
investigation into the in-
cident.  The investigation 
is active and ongoing. 
 “We want to encourage 
parents to monitor and 
audit your child’s social 
media accounts regu-
larly,” said Sheriff John 
Miles. “Only friend or fol-
low those persons that you 

know in real life. Change 
your account passwords 
regularly. We want par-
ents to talk to their chil-
dren about the potential 
dangers of  social media.” 
 Contact law enforce-
ment if  you have been a 
victim of  cyber-crime. 
Metter Police Department 
can be reached at 685-5437, 
while the Candler County 
Sheriff’s Office number is 
685-2568.
 

Talking wiTh 
your children

 Use these discussion 
starters to talk about us-
ing social media safely 
with every age group.

Local child is possible victim of cybercrime

Ask ...

• What’s your favorite 
website or app? What do 
you like to do there?
• Have you ever seen 
something online you 
didn’t want to see?
• Do you ever talk to peo-
ple you don’t know online? 
What do you talk about?
• Can you show me which 
sites and apps you’re us-
ing?
• Would you feel comfort-
able if  I checked your ac-
counts?
• What kinds of  things do 
you post?
• How do you decide who 
to add as a friend?
• How much personal in-

Trapnell and members 
of  Shughrou’s family, 
including his aunt, Tina 
Spivey, who spent eight 
weeks at Ground Zero in 
recovery efforts for the 
American Red Cross im-
mediately following the 
attacks.
 Shughrou is currently 
living in Virginia and 
working for Homeland 
Security. He and his wife 
Brianna have a son, Liam, 
16, and a daughter, Piper, 
13. 
 Together, the two have 
owned a small business in 
Metter, Shughrou, LLC., 
for 16 years. Shughrou’s 
mother, Ellen Elmore, and 
numerous aunts, uncles 
and cousins live in Metter. 

formation do you share 
online?

Reinforce ...

• It’s safest to only add 
people you know offline 
to your online circles. 
Ask kids to check their 
“friends” and “followers” 
lists to see who has ac-
cess to their accounts. En-
courage them to remove 
anyone they don’t know 
or trust. Children should 
also block or “unfriend” 
anyone bothering them.
• Privacy settings are 
there to help make the ex-
perience safe! Teach kids 
and teens to use privacy 
settings. While they don’t 
guarantee complete priva-

cy, they can help children 
control who sees what 
they share.
• Today, one’s online repu-
tation counts offline, too. 
Help children remove any 
personal or inappropriate 
images from social media 
and other accounts.
• If  it 
wouldn’t be 
OK to do or 
say offline, 
it’s not OK 
online, ei-
ther. Help 
children and 
teens report 
any crimi-
nal behavior 
to the police 
and report 

inappropriate posts to 
the website or app -- most 
have a system in place to 
handle these complaints.
• If  anyone sends them an 
inappropriate sexual re-
quest, they should report 
it to  https://report.cyber-
tip.org.

9/11 Ceremony held on Saturday
 As the 9-11 Commemo-
ration began on Saturday 
at Candler County Court-
house, program emcee 
Tim Wood explained, “We 
begin our time of  remem-
brances with the fire ser-
vice tradition that dates 
back to the mid-1800s; 
long before radios, pagers 
or fire alarms, daily an-
nouncements were sent 
from the headquarters of  
firehouses by a system of  
old bell commands and 
telegraph.
 “When a firefighter died 
in the line of  duty, head-
quarters would transmit 
five bell strikes repeat-
ed in four series. This 
custom has continued 
through the years and 
is done to this day. It is a 

form of  rendering final 
honors to departing com-
rades known as the Strik-
ing of  the Four Fives.”
 Dixie Odom then struck 
the bell as the crowd stood 
in respectful silence.
 Tommy Garity, Ameri-
can Legion Commander, 
also addressed the audi-
ence, saying, “September 
11 wounded our nation 
in a way that we had not 
seen since the shock of  
Pearl Harbor. 
 “This ranks as a day 
that is the most devas-
tating in our nation’s 
history. Since that hor-
rible day, we fought in two 
wars. One in Iraq, one in 
Afghanistan. Thousands 
of  our nation’s finest have 
paid the ultimate price de-

fending our freedom and 
thousands more have re-
turned home bearing the 
physical and mental scars 
of  battle. Our country as 
a whole is certainly more 
vigilant when it comes to 
safety and security.
 “When terrorists at-
tacked us 20 years ago, 
their hope was to weaken 
America and dampen her 
spirit. Instead Americans 
united and proved that 
not only would we not be 
defeated but that we were 
stronger than ever.
 “In the wake of  ruthless 
attacks and the chaos that 
followed, our nation stood 
tall.
 “And as the dust set-
tled and America rallied 

A community remembersA community remembers

Bob Lytle addresses the audience

See CEREMONY, pg 3


