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by Selby Cody-Voss
 Despite the Annual 
Meeting of Metter-Candler 
Chamber of Commerce 
being canceled due to 
COVID-19, the Chamber 
still made it a priority on 
Friday to recognize the 
Business of the Year -- 
Tom’s Pawn Central.
 “It is an honor to be 
named Business of the 
Year. We strive to provide 

excellent customer 
service and support for 
our community. We truly 
believe that ‘Everything’s 
Better in Metter.’ Our 
sta�  is family and Metter 
is our home,” said owner 
Tommy Hunt.
 Victoria Gaitten, 
executive director of 
the Metter-Candler 
Chamber of Commerce, 
arranged for a surprise 

 Tommy Hunt (c), owner of Tom’s 
Pawn Central, is pictured with 
Chamber representatives (l-r) Ti� anie 
Youngblood, Bryan Aasheim, Victoria 

Gaitten, Kathy Dixon, Tim Coleman, 
Jason Grimes, Alex Spivey and Bronson 
Bragdon and Steven Rigdon of Pineland 
Bank.

Tom’s is ‘20 Business of Year
presentation of the award. 
 “This year we were not 
able to have an annual 
meeting and present the 
award there, so I made a 
few phone calls to have 
the Hunt family present 
while the Chamber Board 
of Directors surprised 
Tommy at the store,” she 
said. 

 On the opening day of 
qualifying, Gregg Stewart 
formally announced 
his candidacy for the 
City Council Special 
Election to fi ll former 
City Councilwoman Amy 
Harrelson’s unexpired 
seat.
 On Friday, James 
McKie also qualifi ed for 
the position.
 After learning of 
McKie’s qualifying, 
Stewart withdrew 
his candidacy before 
the qualifying period 
formally ended. He 
received a refund for his 
qualifying fee, according 
to a public notice from 
Election Superintendent 
Tony Thompson and City 
Clerk Angie Conner.
 “After careful 
consideration and a 
conversation with 
(McKie), I thought it was 

best to avoid the burden 
of the expense involved 
for the City of Metter 
to continue the election 
process,” Stewart said in 
his formal notice to the 
city on Friday. “I also 
felt that he was the best 
fi t at this time for this 
position.”
 With Stewart’s 
withdrawal, there will 
be no election. McKie 
will be sworn into o�  ce 
Wednesday (today) at 1 
p.m.
 Born in Fitzgerald, 
McKie now calls Metter 
home with his wife Janie 
and their children, son 
Brayden James McKie 
and step-daughter Emma 
Dixon. 
 With a career in law 
enforcement, McKie has 
worked in the Metter 
community closely. 
From 2013 to 2015, he 
was a patrol o�  cer for 
Metter Police Department 
before becoming a tra�  c 
enforcement o�  cer. 
 In 2016, he began 
working as a criminal 
investigator, and he was 
named O�  cer of the Year 
for 2016. 
 McKie recently received 
his Bachelor’s Degree in 
Criminal Justice from 
Reinhardt University, 
and he plans to obtain 
his Master’s Degree in 
Public Administration 
beginning this year. 
 “My compassion and 
empathy for others led me 

into law enforcement, as I 
always knew that serving 
people was the line of 
work for me. I chose 
Metter over several other 
agencies as I come from 
a small town, and I knew 
that big city life wasn’t for 
me,” he said.
 In 2018, McKie left the 
Metter Police Department 
but stayed in Metter to 
raise his family, which he 
said is a driving force to 
running for City Council. 
 “I want a strong, 
thriving community 
that my children can be 
raised in, taking pride in 
knowing where they come 
from is a wonderful place 
to be,” he said.
 McKie went on to state 
why he believes his 
experiences will help him 

James McKie with wife Janie and children Emma 
Dixon and Brayden McKie.

Gregg Stewart

McKie to be sworn in to Metter City Council
Two qualify, one withdraws from Special Election

by Jerri Goodman
 Vicki Buck of Candler 
County faces 74 arrest 
warrants for animal 
cruelty. As of press time, 
she has not been arrested.
 The case began when 
Candler County Sheri� ’s 
O�  ce opened an active 
investigation following 
a complaint regarding a 
Johnson Road residence 
that had several animals 
on the property.
 “Sheri� ’s investigators 
immediately began 
investigating the 
complaint,” said Sheri� ’s 
Captain Justin Wells. “A 
search warrant for the 
property was obtained. 
Assistance was requested 
from the Atlanta Humane 
Society and other 
organizations.”
 The search warrant was 
executed on Wednesday, 
Jan. 27. At that time, 
investigators discovered 
several dogs and cats 

living in conditions that 
violated Georgia law. 
All of the animals were 
surrendered to a rescue 
group.
 According to Wells, 
74 warrants were taken 
because of the 74 animals 
in “very unsanitary 
conditions. We saw 
violations with just about 
every animal on the 
property.”

A HISTORY OF ISSUES

 In July of 2019, Buck had 
appeared before Candler 
County Commission to 
request a permit that 
commissioners had just 
adopted for individuals 
with more than 20 
animals. The policy had 
been adopted following 
the Donnell Road German 
Shepherd hoarding case 
from January of 2019 

Woman faces 74 counts
in animal cruelty case

 On Monday, Candler 
County Commission held 
an abbreviated Zoom 
meeting in lieu of their 
regularly scheduled 
February 1 meeting due 
to quorum issues.
 The agenda was reduced 
to two items, including the 
approval of a City plan to 
annex 1.622 acres of land 

o�  of S. Lewis St. next 
to Oak Tree Road. The 
property and building, 
now owned by Ganesh 
SV Metter MPMP, LLC, 
was previously owned 
by StarMart Properties 
and has served as the 
location of restaurants, 

County approves of
City annexation plan

Remembering
Ms. Betty

 Metter High students share an emotional moment 
as the funeral processional for beloved school 
administrative assistant Betty George (inset) passes 
through the school campus on Monday afternoon. 
Faculty, sta� , students, family and friends gathered 
on the campus as the processional passed and then 
released balloons in George’s honor.
 George, who died Jan. 24, 2021, fi rst began working 
at MHS as a substitute teacher and in 1994 became an 
administrative assistant. During her 27-year tenure, 
she touched the hearts and lives of students, parents 
and sta�  members who have passed through the halls 
of Metter High School.
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serve. 
 “I believe that my 
passion for the wellbeing 
of this community will 
be a valuable asset to this 
city, and I fully intend to 
make decisions simply 
by using common sense 
and with the idea that my 
family will be raised here, 
and as such I want it to be 
the best it can be.
 “Secondly, I worked for 
the city, and therefore 
have seen the inner 
workings of it,” he said.
 “My vision for the City 
of Metter is to see it thrive, 
both economically as well 
as socially. My vision 
includes employment 
opportunities and 
community togetherness. 
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